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WFD: agriculture identified as the major 
significant water management issue  

Source: WFD Plunge into the debat conference (2009)
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Agriculture is the 2nd 

abstracting sector in Europe

1. 1. EnergyEnergy Production (Production (coolingcooling): 44% of total water abstraction ): 44% of total water abstraction 
acrossacross EuropeEurope

2. Agriculture:2. Agriculture: 24%24%
3. Public 3. Public Water Water SupplySupply: 21%: 21%
4. 4. IndustryIndustry:: 1111%%
(EEA, 2009 water (EEA, 2009 water resourcesresources in Europe in Europe –– confrontingconfronting water water 

scarcityscarcity and and droughtsdroughts))

Agriculture Agriculture isis a major issue to a major issue to addressaddress whenwhen tacklingtackling water water 
scarcityscarcity & & droughtsdroughts
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Irrigation: up to 80% of total 
water abstraction in the South

Source: Source: WriedtWriedt 
et al. 2008et al. 2008
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Constraints when planning 
studies now

A A changingchanging contextcontext (CAP (CAP 
reformreform timetabletimetable, OECD , OECD 
outputsoutputs……))

StudiesStudies have to have to bebe combinedcombined
withwith otherother initiativesinitiatives to to 
optimizeoptimize the system (WFD the system (WFD 
compliancecompliance checkingchecking exerciseexercise, , 
new PRB mandatenew PRB mandate……))
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About the data

Importance of the Importance of the gap gap analysisanalysis to figure out the situation. to figure out the situation. 
‘‘ConsumptionConsumption’’ isis criticalcritical: how : how muchmuch water water isis returnedreturned to a to a 
waterbodywaterbody afterafter use? use? EnergyEnergy production = 99% production = 99% 
Agriculture = c.30%?Agriculture = c.30%?

IllegalIllegal water abstraction water abstraction playsplays a a bigbig rolerole. . 
ConferenceConference withwith a focus on a focus on illegalillegal water abstraction in water abstraction in 
SeptemberSeptember in Belgium.in Belgium.
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Post 2013 CAP 
& water protection

Set up of a Set up of a draftingdrafting group group amongamong the the «« WFDWFD Expert Group Expert Group 
on agricultureon agriculture »» to to feedfeed the discussion the discussion withwith DG AGRIDG AGRI

The The draftingdrafting group group willwill considerconsider the the addedadded--value of a value of a 
specificspecific studystudy
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Effectiveness of measures

Network of river basins to Network of river basins to 
assessassess the the effectivenesseffectiveness: new : new 
mandate mandate currentlycurrently underunder
discussiondiscussion

IdeaIdea of a data base on agri of a data base on agri 
measuresmeasures

ActivityActivity willwill bebe completedcompleted withwith
adaptedadapted studiesstudies
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Water pricing in agriculture

The European Commission The European Commission wouldwould likelike to to organizeorganize a a 
conferenceconference on water on water pricingpricing withwith the the PolishPolish PresidencyPresidency in in 
20112011

WeWe needneed to to considerconsider the the recentrecent studiesstudies by the OECDby the OECD
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Water saving options

The Commission The Commission willwill ensureensure thatthat all the all the availableavailable studiesstudies
whichwhich have been have been carriedcarried out out regardingregarding options for water options for water 
savingssavings in agriculture in agriculture willwill bebe takentaken intointo accountaccount in the in the 
preparationpreparation of the 2012 Blue of the 2012 Blue PrintPrint for European Watersfor European Waters

Possible Possible additionaladditional studiesstudies if if neededneeded..
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