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ELEMENTS FOR A SPEECH –  

EMAS CONFERENCE CLOSING 

 

Closing by Kestutis Sadauskas, Director 'Green Economy', DG Environment, 
European Commission 
 
 

Theme:  
 
Report from the parallel sessions by the rapporteurs and conclusions from the high 
level conference on EMAS 

-------------------------- 
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 What a rich day! Looking back to this morning, I am truly impressed.  

We have received strong and supportive messages from businesses, 

ECB and Member States high level representative. We recognised 

and saluted the achievements of registered organisations engaged in 

EMAS for many years. And we have just taken part in three very 

rewarding panel sessions. 

 I am sure you share with me a little frustration regarding those panel 

sessions because choosing one obviously meant not attending the 

two others. I have been told all debates have been rich. Thanks to the 

speakers and the audience. The only missing element was more time 

to answer all the questions.  

 But you should not be frustrated for too long. Since one of our key 

objectives today is to capture and share all relevant learning, we have 

asked three rapporteurs to try to reflect the essence of all sessions.  

 Mr Sébastien Paquot will guide us through the outcome of Parallel 

Session n°1 dedicated to  “Environmental management in a circular 

economy – demonstrated opportunities, benefits and challenges for 

the private sector”. 

 Mr Jan Diktus will then explore the conclusions of the most popular 

session of today, investigating “EMAS as an instrument for making 

cities, municipalities and offices “greener” and “smarter” 

 And finally we will have the privilege to hear Mr Daniel Weiss share 

the key lessons of Parallel session 3: “The crucial role of public bodies 

in promoting advanced environmental management, hand in hand 

with the private sector” 

 Please welcome with me our first rapporteur.  
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Conclusion and closing 

 

 We are now really coming close to the end of this day.  

 Before leaving and wishing you a great EMAS journey in your 

organisations, let me conclude with some thoughts that came to me 

during the course of this conference.  

 Much has been said already, so I will try to be brief and focus on 

some keywords illustrating what EMAS truly is.  

 EMAS is a KEY. I am convinced that for many organisations, EMAS 

could be the key to an easier engagement in the new circular economy 

model. Controlling your environmental impacts, managing your 

resources, involving your collaborators and streamlining your 

processes toward more environmental efficiency - all EMAS key 

principles are made to support organisations welcoming the change to 

circular economy.  

 EMAS is an Incubator. The Scheme will not replace the willingness 

to do well. But it will allow the organisation to make the best out of it. 

EMAS helps all kinds of entities organise their efforts so that they can 

reach the most ambitious goals. The example of Bristol City Council 

and many other organisations having used EMAS to enable 

impressive achievements like the Green Capital Award clearly 

illustrate this.  

 EMAS is an Ecosystem. Experiences in different Member States 

prove that EMAS is a living ecosystem built on the interactions 

between its three main players:  
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 Organisations for sure, desiring to improve their environmental 

progress and have this progress recognised. But also Verifiers and 

accreditation bodies; with their independence and expertise, they 

are responsible for confirmation of environmental performances and 

compliance. And finally public authorities that should recognise but 

also encourage best performers.   

 To unlock the full potential of EMAS, those three actors must work 

together to create an area of trust. A comfort zone where information 

can be exchanged transparently through a streamlined reporting that 

benefits the whole ecosystem.    

 I hope that lessons identified in the third panel session will inspire 

many of those actors and that we will see many of these trustful 

relationships emerging and boosting the potential of the scheme. 

 EMAS is a journey. A journey starting when one organisation or 

manager realises that he or she could benefit from the scheme to 

reach more ambitious objectives. And a journey ending only when all 

possible ambitions have been achieved. As proven by the many 

organisations registered for 20 years, the ambition to do better, to do 

more for the environment and for your organisation, can be endless.  

 EMAS is everywhere, but we must admit EMAS could be more 

equally spread out … I want this conference to provide inspiration and 

willingness to let EMAS flourish in many new places, driving new 

organisations, private or public, to register.  
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 And finally, EMAS is what we make out of it. So let’s be ambitious, 

let’s set high targets at organisation, Member State and EU level. 

Let’s talk with each other and exchange best practices and smart 

ideas to empower a more sustainable and more circular economy that 

will create the jobs and will, at the same time, preserve our precious 

resources and environment.    

 Once again, I would like to thank the ECB for having hosted this 

conference in their impressive new building. 

 Thank you for your attention and your contribution and special thanks 

to all speakers who truly inspired us today. Have a safe trip back. 

 
  


