
Background note on the topics to be discussed at the SRR expert meeting. 
List of criteria     
The objective of the Ship Recycling Regulation is to reduce significantly the negative impacts linked to the recycling of EU-flagged ships, especially in South Asia without creating unnecessary economic burdens. 
One of the mechanisms the proposal uses to ensure this is the establishment of a list of criteria that ship recycling facilities have to fulfil to be admitted to the European list of ship recycling facilities. After publication of the list EU flagged ships are only allowed to be recycled in such facilities. 
The list of criteria established in Art. 12 is on the one hand an adoption of the criteria set forth in the Hong Kong Convention, and on the other hand a set of strengthened criteria, that should ensure prevention of beaching of ships. 
The main issue is, whether the criteria in art. 12 are the right criteria and whether they in that case are sufficient to reach the objective to ensure safe and environmentally sound recycling of ships and prevent beaching as it is today. 
Prior to recycling
Prior to the recycling of a ship at an EU approved ship recycling facility, there is a procedure that the ship has to follow before the recycling can take place. 
The shipowner has the obligation of ensuring that the ship is recycled at a facility that is listed on the European List according to Art. 6. Besides this the shipowner also has to ensure, that the inventory of hazardous materials is updated according to Art. 5. 
The shipowner and the ship recycling facility commits to establishing a contract stipulated in Art. 9. Based on the information in the contract the ship recycling facility develops a ship specific recycling plan. 
The recycling plan for the ship is being used as basis for the final survey and issuance and endorsement of the ready for recycling certificate after Art. 8 and 10. 
According to Art. 21 the shipowner shall notify the administration in writing at least 14 days before the planned start of the recycling of the intention to recycle a ship in order to enable the administration to prepare for the survey and certification required by the regulation. The ship recycling facility is obliged to notify the relevant competent authority of the intention to recycle the ship at least 14 days prior to the planned start. 
The ship owner shall transmit the report of the planned start of the ship recycling to the administration, see Art. 21
The ship owner shall transmit the administration the report of the completion of the ship recycling. Ditto – as above 
The main question is whether the process is clear and workable and does it includes the necessary elements, including the relevant elements from the Hong Kong Convention.
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