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Facts & Figures                                 September 2024

2 983 licences (+9% in 6 months) 98 977 products (+3% in 6 months)
    Countries with higher nr of products: Italy, Spain and France

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most popular PGs: paints and varnishes, tissue paper, textiles, hardsurface cleaning products.​
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Facts and Figures                             September 2024

Average variation of 
nr of licences 

since March 2024

per country

Extra-EEA:                       

• 109 licenses (4% of total), 2 688 products (3% of total)
• Mainly awarded by AT, DK and IE
• PGs (according to nr of licences): Textiles (28), HSCP (20), Lubricants 

(13) and TAS (13)
• From: Montenegro, Pakistan, Swizerland, Turkey, UK and US 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The decrease in Hungary is attributed to a correction in the counting methodology previously applied.

Extra EEA countries are mentioned in alphabetical order
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Facts and Figures                             September 2024

Extensive communication on publication day

• World Ecolabel Day: 10 October 2024

• EU Ecolabel website: updated figures on 
welcome page and a news announcement

• Social media posts: EU Ecolabel LinkedIn 
account, DG ENV accounts (X, LinkedIn), EC 
corporate account (X), LIFE programme (X), 
CINEA (LinkedIn, X), GEN (LinkedIn), Lastminute
(LinkedIn) etc.

• Publications on other websites: DG ENV, EC 
Daily News, BEUC, EEB, GEN, CINEA News, CE 
Stakeholders’ Platform, Climate Pact Newsletter, 
etc.

• Information with our contacts: other EC 
services (DG GROW, DG JUST), umbrella
organisations and stakeholders (retailers etc.)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
the decrease in Hungary is attributed to a correction in the counting methodology previously applied.

Extra EEA countries are mentioned in alphabetical order




EU Ecolabel criteria

State of play and relevant 
updates
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Published and upcoming Legal acts

PG Legal act Next steps

Corrigendum to the FR version of the EU Ecolabel 
criteria for cosmetic products and animal care 
products

Published on 
19/11/2024

Commission Decision amending the validity of 
certain EU Ecolabel criteria (Graphic Paper, Tissue 
Paper, Lubricants, TAS) as follows:

• Tourist Accommodation: 31.12.2027
• Graphic Paper/Tissue Paper: 31.12.2028
• Lubricants: 31.12.2028

Adoption planned by 
end 2024



On-going revisions

PG 2023-2024 Next steps

6 Detergents
(exp. Dec 2026)

• Revision started 1Q2023

• Preliminary-Technical report 
delivered 20.02.2024

• 1st AHWG: 12-13 March 2024

• 2nd AHWG (hybrid): 
12 (afternoon) and 13   
(full day) March 2025

• Regcom vote planned in 
2Q2026 (tentative)

Paints and varnishes
(exp. Dec 2025)

• Revision started 2Q2023

• Preliminary-Technical report 
delivered 09.04.2024

• 1st AHWG: 07.05.2024 

• 2nd AHWG: 13.11.2024

• Comments to TR2 until
20.11.2024 
(completed)

• EUEB final consultation
in March 2025

• ISC
• Regcom vote in June 

2025 7



On-going and planned revisions

PG 2023-2024 Next steps

Textiles
(exp. Dec. 2025)

• Preliminary work for ESPR-EU 
Ecolabel-GPP started (initial 
questionnaire was in spring 2023)

• 1st ESPR/EU Ecolabel/GPP stakeholder 
consultation meeting in March 2024

• 2nd ESPR/EU Ecolabel/GPP 
stakeholder consultation 9-10 
December 2024

• Work ongoing

• CBs and interested
stakeholders to register on 
the Textile website

• Stakeholders’meeting on 9-
10 December 2024 

• Vote of the prolongation in 
June in 2025 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Textiles: after the DEcember meeting, there will be better overview of the timing (not possible today)

https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/project-plan


Planned revisions

PG Reasoning Next steps
Tourist
Accommodation
(In the process of being
prolonged to 31 December
2027)

• On-going PEFCRs. Technical
Secretariat started its work in 
February 2024

• More info: PEFCR website

• PEFCR: first public 
consultation planned in 
February 2025. End: 
Spring 2026

• Revision to start 1Q2025

• RegCom vote 2Q2027
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Indoor cleaning 
services
(exp. Dec. 2027)

• Set up in 2018
• Potentially interesting PG for GPP

• Start of revision in 
1Q2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ESPR Working Plan: to be ready in spring 2025 

EU Ecolabel on financial products:

The finalization of the development of the EU Ecolabel criteria for financial products was not possible by the end of this political mandate (because of the already intense inter-institutional calendar to finalize on-going proposals). 
Its completion will be considered at the beginning of the mandate of the next Commission in light of the recent and future possible developments of several Sustainable Finance Initiatives, first of all the review of the Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation.  

https://pefhotelaccommodation.eu/about-process


Assessment of the validity of EU Ecolabel criteria
Printed paper, stationery paper and paper carrier bag products

Ongoing, finalisation in 1Q2025

Cosmetic products and Animal Care Products 
- Criteria established in October 2021 and valid until December 2027
- Transition period ended in October 2022
- Growing number of products but feedback from industry that the criteria are too strict 

(especially for leave-on cosmetics)
Even if criteria are quite recent, proposal to assess them in 2025. Do you agree?

Hard covering products 
Criteria established in March 2021 and valid until December 2028
Transition period ended in March 2022
Stable number of products (for 2 years)

Proposal to postpone as criteria considered recent and need to be promoted among the industry
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EU Ecolabel criteria for absorbent hygiene
products – request for a derogation

• Criterion 7.1 - Restriction on substances classified under Regulation (EC) 
No 1272/2008

• Derogation for softeners such as quaternary imidazoline from the classifications 
H400, H410 or H411 AND below 0.1% in the EU Ecolabel for Absorbent Hygiene 
Products as set out in Commission Decision 2023/1809. These softeners are used to 
treat fluff pulp used in AHP.

• Main arguments:
• The company claims that (1) there is a reduction in the use of energy when the fluff 

pulp is treated with this softener and (2) that not using this softener would 
significantly affect the product quality and waste amount.

• Status of the analysis:
• JRC requested the company further information on 11/11/2024 to substantiate the 

derogation (feedback not received yet). 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulation (CLP)

REVISION OF ISO?

On-going revision of:�- ISO 14021 (Environmental Labelling)�- ISO 14024 (Ecolabels)�- ISO 14025 (EPDs)
All three are at the Working Group level (WG 10, WG 11, and WG 12 respectively). 
Discussion of the 2nd working Drafts at the April WG meetings in Sweden
Following these meetings, the goal is to progress the drafts to the Committee Draft (CD) stage. 
Publication expected in late 2025
GEN established a ‘mirror group’ to provide comments

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023D1809


Meetings
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Meetings in 2024

AHWGs (virtual)

ESPR/EU Ecolabel/GPP stakeholder meetings (virtual)

Textiles 9-10 December 2024 
Docs on 
Product Bureau Project Plan 
webpage

https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/project-plan
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/project-plan
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/project-plan
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/467/project-plan
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Meetings in 2025

CB Forum, EUEB (and RegCom tbc), AHWG
March meetings (in presence in BXL) 

EUEB
CB Forum
AHWG meeting on Detergents

Communication TF

11 March 2025
12 March 2025 (morning)
12 (afternoon) and 13 (full 
day) March 2025
13 March 2025

June meetings (on-line)
EUEB paints; prolongation (textiles and footwear); fees (tbc); 
update detergents
Reg Comm paints; prolongation (textiles and footwear); fees (tbc)

18 June 2025

23 June 2025
November meetings (on-line)
EUEB
CB Forum

18 Nov 2025
19 Nov 2025

CTF 
AHWG (Tourism, Indoor Cleaning Services)

tbc
tbc



Ongoing activities
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Strategic planning:

• Strategic EU Ecolabel Work Plan (2025-2029)

• Strategic Multi-Annual EU Ecolabel Communication Work–Plan (2023-
2027) - annual update

• Action Plan for EU Ecolabel Communication Activities at EU level in 2025

Work on increasing synergies with existing EU Initiatives:

• Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform

• Transition Pathway for Tourism Policy

• LIFE Programme etc.
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Main ongoing    activities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ZPAP: A compass to mainstream pollution prevention in all relevant EU policies, to step up implementation of the relevant legislation and to identify possible gaps.
The zero pollution vision for 2050 is for air, water and soil pollution to be reduced to levels no longer considered harmful to health and natural ecosystems, that respect the boundaries with which our planet can cope, thereby creating a toxic-free environment. This is translated into key 2030 targets to speed up reducing pollution at source. These targets include:
improving air quality to reduce the number of premature deaths caused by air pollution by 55%;
improving water quality by reducing waste, plastic litter at sea (by 50%) and microplastics released into the environment (by 30%);
improving soil quality by reducing nutrient losses and chemical pesticides’ use by 50%;
reducing by 25% the EU ecosystems where air pollution threatens biodiversity;
reducing the share of people chronically disturbed by transport noise by 30%, and 
significantly reducing waste generation and by 50% residual municipal waste.
The Action Plan aims to strengthen the EU green, digital and economic leadership, whilst creating a healthier, socially fairer Europe and planet. It provides a compass to mainstream pollution prevention in all relevant EU policies, to step up implementation of the relevant EU legislation and to identify possible gaps.

New Consumer Agenda: Voluntary cooperation with businesses to increase the sustainability of production and consumption, thereby complementing other regulatory actions.
The European Commission adopted on 13 November 2020 the New Consumer Agenda, an updated overall strategic framework of the EU consumer policy. It aims to better equip the EU to:
tackle the new challenges to consumer rights and opportunities for consumer empowerment brought about by the green and digital transitions, the COVID pandemic and the plans for post-COVID recovery
protect vulnerable consumers more effectively in the new economic realities of the COVID-19 crisis and its likely aftermath
address the growing importance of international cooperation and effective enforcement in ensuring consumer rights in the globalisation era.

CESP: A joint initiative by the European Commission and the European Economic and Social Committee.

Transition Pathway for Tourism Policy: Describes the measures and outputs needed to accelerate the green and digital transitions and improve the resilience of the tourism ecosystem.





Stakeholders’ reach out and collaborations:

Retailers/e-Retailers:
Key market players: Amazon, Colruyt, etc.
Umbrella organisations: Independent Retail Europe, E-commerce Europe, Euro- 
commerce etc. 

  
Multipliers/umbrella organisations in specific sectors:

Umbrella organisations: Cosmetics (COSMED/SME United, Cosmetics Europe), AHP 
(EDANA)

Tourism sector: 
Key market players/organisations: Booking.com, 
Tripadvisor, lastminute.com, Travalyst

Networks of Public/Private Procurers:
Public buyers: Government Expert Group on Public
Procurement
Private buyers: health and transport sectors
Cooperation with BEUC/EEB (brochure)
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Main ongoing    activities

Webinars, presentations at events
Articles for newsletters, 

websites, SoMe posts etc.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Travalyst is a not-for-profit global coalition of some of the biggest names in travel and technology: Amadeus, Booking.com, Expedia Group, Google, Mastercard, Sabre, Skyscanner, Travelport, Trip.com Group, Tripadvisor and Visa. Travalyst wants to participate in the criteria revision process for TAS

Created in 2000, the Cosmed Professional Association was born of the desire of small and medium-sized businesses to be represented and heard by the French and European authorities in charge of the cosmetics sector.

EuroCommerce is the principal European organisation representing the retail and wholesale sector. It embraces national associations in 27 countries, sector associations and international companies.

Publication: How your EU Ecolabel gets displayed on E-Commerce platforms  (in all languages)



GPP UPDATES
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Practical guides (Manuals) for public authorities 
for the use of EU Ecolabel criteria in GPP

Already published:

• Hard covering products: being translated
• Absorbent hygiene products: being translated

Available on www.ecolabel.eu (PGs page) and GPP website

Work in progress:

• Graphic paper: being finalised (publication 1Q2025)
• Tissue paper and tissue products: being finalised (publication 

1Q2025)
• Printed paper, stationery paper and carrier bags products: 

being finalised (publication 2Q2025)
• Reusable menstrual cups: being prepared, CBs to be consulted 

on draft (publication 2Q2025) 
• More to come – Which PGs?

SoMe posts, presentations at procurers’ meetings etc.
Member States shall encourage their use (art. 12.3 of EU Ecolabel Regulation)

GPP updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Contracting authorities are often reluctant to include specific green criteria in calls for competition due to​
uncertainty of what exactly to ask for ​
lack of availability of compliant products on the market​

The EU Ecolabel and other labels fulfilling the requirements set out in the PP Directives (eg. art 43 of Directive 2014/24) help procurers to set the "green" requirements goods or services should meet.​

When contracting authorities require goods or services to meet all/some EU Ecolabel criteria, an EU Ecolabel seal (or other label/s meeting equivalent EU Ecolabel requirements) can serve as a reliable and time-saving means of proof. 


http://www.ecolabel.eu/


New webpage for "Procurers" on 
www.ecolabel.eu

• To be online by end 2024

• Presentation of the benefits of using EU 
Ecolabel in GPP

• Practical guidance for procurers

• Links to published «Practical Guides »

• Links to other useful pages/information 
(eg. GPP website, success stories, 
factsheets etc.

• Please send us your success
stories!
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GPP updates



Update on EU GPP voluntary criteria

Currently under 
revision/development

Buildings: ISC (2nd round) to be
concluded soon

Possible future revisions

Future revisions concerning voluntary 
GPP criteria tbd

GPP updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Status on GPP criteria:​

For the moment, we are halting the development of voluntary GPP criteria and instead proposing minimum GPP mandatory requirements, as announced in the 2020 Circular Economy Action Plan which reads: ‘Public authorities’ purchasing power represents 14% of EU GDP and can serve as a powerful driver of the demand for sustainable products. To tap into this potential, the Commission will propose minimum mandatory green public procurement (GPP) criteria and targets in sectoral legislation and phase in compulsory reporting to monitor the uptake of Green Public Procurement (GPP) without creating unjustified administrative burden for public buyers.’ ​

Nevertheless, as you may know, we are finalizing the voluntary GPP criteria for buildings as part of the deliverables under the Renovation Wave Communication. EUR-Lex - 52020DC0662 - EN - EUR-Lex. These criteria are the last ones in the pipeline. ​
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Mandatory GPP

Legislation

• Energy Efficiency Directive (OJEU 20.09.2023): Exemplary 
role of public sector

• Batteries Regulation (OJEU 28.07.2023): Art. 85
• ESPR (OJEU 13.06.2024): Art. 65
• Net Zero Industry Act (OJEU 14.06.2024): Art. 25

Legislation provisionally agreed empowering the 
Commission to adopt downstream acts setting GPP 
mandatory requirements

• PPWR (publication expected in Dec 2024 or Jan 2025)
• Construction Products Regulation (adopted by the Council 

on 6 November 2024)

GPP updates



GPP – relevant developments

• In the  federal register notice of US EPA's proposed 
update to the “Recommendations of Specifications, 
Standards, and Ecolabels for Federal Purchasing”, the EU 
Ecolabel for textiles products is indicated as pending 
– further discussions to take place.
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GPP updates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: EPA designed the Framework principally for the assessment of standards and ecolabels developed by the private sector. Because the EU Ecolabel has been developed and is operated by the European Union, the U.S. and the European Commission Services are discussing whether and how to include it in the Recommendations. EPA has marked the ecolabel as “pending” while those deliberations continue.


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-09-13/pdf/2024-20820.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing


LIFE 2025 call for proposals: 
To be published in spring 2025, deadline in autumn 2025
(Different deadlines for LIFE ‘standard’ project proposals and 
LIFE ‘strategic integrated projects’)
More info available at: LIFE - European Commission

TAIEX – Technical assistance and information exchange: 
Supports public administrations in application and enforcement 
and facilitates, sharing of EU best practices (workshops, expert 
missions, study tours etc.)
More info available at: TAIEX - European Commission

EU funding opportunities for EU Ecolabel activities:
Document completed in August, to be updated in 1st quarter of 
each year.

Funding opportunities

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-technical-assistance/taiex_en


25

Thank you!

• The EU Ecolabel amongst EU policy successes! 
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