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Dear Ms Loyola de Palacio
President, DG Transport and Energy

The work of the High-Level Group was presented on 30 June 2003. One of
the main tasks has been to recommend a number of priority projects within the
transport network of the enlarged EU. The projects singled out and the projects
previously funded via TEN-T have to a marginal extent favoured the
northernmost parts of the EU, i.e. northern Sweden and northern Finland.

A sturdy intermodal transport network is prerequisite to the
internal integration of the EU. The northernmost industrial
concentration in the EU lies around the coast of the Gulf of
Bothnia in northern Sweden and Finland. The region is a major
producer of raw materials and semi-manufactured products for
European industry. In order for the European Union to develop
in the spirit of the Lisbon Summit, it is crucial that there
should be cost-effective and environmentally sound
transportation from the industries and suppliers of raw
materials in the far north of the European Union to their
export markets in continental Europe.

The Barents Region is expansive and rich in natural resources
and is one of Europe´s regions of the future. In 1997, the EU
transport ministers designated the Barents Region a Pan-
European Transport Area (PETRA), where transport corridors between the
EU area and Eastern Europe were to be set up. This PETRA area, the Barents
Euro-Arctic Transport Area (BEATA), comprises the northernmost areas of the
Nordic countries and the northwestern part of Russia. It is important to put in
place good transport systems in order to further European integration and
improve our competitiveness, the major transport corridors and the Nordic
Triangle being linked by the Bothnian Corridor.

There are today major rail-borne goods flows in the
North European Transport Corridor. Improved links
in the north mean considerably increased flows.

Boden-Kemi is a ”missing link” in the BEATA railway
network, as well as a cross-border project of
considerable importance to the Member States
Sweden and Finland, as well as to the third-party
states, Norway and Russia. It is important to ensure
that TEN-T axes also cover northern Sweden and
Finland. The missing stretch is the road and rail
stretch along the coast of northern Sweden, with
strategically important seaports and airports which
enable intermodal transportation. We also lack
transport links in an east-westerly direction. The
corridor from Narvik via Haparanda/Tornio and on
to Russia is vital in order to connect the Barents
Region. Northern Europe has long transport routes,
and in many cases, no alternative transport modes
and routes, which makes industry here more
vulnerable to disruption as regards transport than
industry in continental Europe. To enable favourable
development in the whole Union, it is important to
link the Barents Region with the rest of the EU.

With the support of Finland, Sweden has proposed to the High-Level Group the Boden-Kemi
railway project as a cross-border project, but this was not among the selected projects.



We feel that we have support for our wish to include the Boden-Kemi Project
among the priority projects, and feel that the transport axes now under
discussion provide satisfactory coverage for northern Sweden, with its large
volumes of goods transports, in the text produced by the High-Level Group. In
the report, section 6.5 Develop links with neighbouring countries, we perceive
a absence of concrete plans as to how transport links with Norway and North-
West Russia are to be developed. These areas are producers of energy and raw
materials that are needed throughout the EU. Much is indeed written in
Guidelines about providing good conditions for the entire Union and about
linking peripheral areas with the centre. It is important to the internal market
that the entire Union has its main goods routes in the transport axes.

We support the proposal from Sweden and Finland to include the Boden-Kemi
Project among the priority projects, and wish to underline the importance of
ensuring that the transport axes cover northern Sweden´s intermodal goods
transport routes. Well-developed infrastructure in the north can also help
alleviate congestion in continental Europe.
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