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CALL FOR PROPOSALS – EAC/S09/2020 

Grassroots sport programmes and infrastructure innovation 

This call for proposals serves to implement the Preparatory action for the implementation of 

the Grassroots sport programmes and infrastructure innovation in accordance with the 

Commission Decision C(2020)1194 of 4 March 2020 on the adoption of the 2020 annual work 

programme1 for the implementation of pilot projects and preparatory actions in the area of 

education, sport and culture. 

The practice of sport and physical activity in Europe traditionally takes place in the framework 

of sport clubs and organisations. These traditional structures organise sport practices in 

accordance with stable rules (“the rules of the game”). In many cases, large and costly sport 

facilities were generally the environment where those practices were organised. 

However, nowadays individual needs and preferences regarding sport are evolving rapidly. 

Figures concerning the participation in sport and physical activity indicate that there is a rising 

mismatch between the supply of sport via traditional sport organisations and the demand of 

individuals. In order to attract new generations, sport federations, organisations and clubs 

should improve their offer through creativity, innovation and new form of practices. 

They could consider working in two directions. First, they can consider enlarging their offer, 

making it more diverse, informal and open it to new publics, favouring at the same time 

democratisation and integration. They could secondly use and promote light and flexible sport 

infrastructures allowing the practice of sport in a wider diversity of places. 

1. Objectives 

The general objective of this action is to give the opportunity to sport organisations to 

develop and promote new forms of practicing sport and physical activity through the 

adaptation of the infrastructure and/or the offer of sport activities/programmes.    

                                                           
1      2020 annual work programme for the implementation of Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions in the area of 
education, youth, sport and culture  
          https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/2020-annual-work-programme-creative-europe-c2019-1194.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/2020-annual-work-programme-creative-europe-c2019-1194.pdf
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This includes the development of new forms of sport and physical activities, the communication 

about these activities and their benefits as well as the development of small, recreational sport 

facilities. 

The expected outcomes of this preparatory action include:  

  

 Overview and better knowledge about new forms of practice of sport and physical 

activity; 

 Activities and initiatives promoting new forms of practicing sport and physical activity 

undertaken by different actors such as federations, sport organisations or local 

authorities;  

 Development of small, recreational sport facilities and adaptation of the already existing 

ones; 

 Better integration of new ways of practicing sport and physical activity in the existing 

offer from traditional sport federations and organisations; 

 Increased participation of young people in sport. 

 

The applicant organisation has to be based in one of the EU Member States.   

 

The specific objective of this action is to support the promotion of physical activity through 
flexible, modern ways of practicing sport both in terms of offer (trainings, activities) and in 
terms of infrastructure. 

2. Eligibility criteria 

Only applications from legal entities established in EU Member States are eligible. 

 

In order to be eligible, projects must be presented by applicants meeting the following criteria:  

 be a public or private organisation with legal personality who are mainly active in the 
sport field and that regularly organise sport activities, at any level;  

 have their registered legal office in one of the EU Member States.  
 

Proposals may be submitted by any of the following applicants (the list is not exhaustive and is 
given for example only): 

 

 European or National Sport federations; 

 Non-profit organisation (private or public); 

 Public authorities (national, regional, local); 

 International or European organisations; 

 Sport clubs.  
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Natural persons are not eligible to apply for a grant under this call. 

Please be aware that following the entry into force of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement2 on 1 

February 2020 and in particular Articles 127(6), 137 and 138, the references to natural or legal 

persons residing or established in a Member State of the European Union are to be understood 

as including natural or legal persons residing or established in the United Kingdom. UK residents 

and entities are therefore eligible to participate under this call. 

3. Eligible activities 

Only activities pursuing one or several objectives mentioned in section 1 are eligible. 

Specifically, applicants are expected to propose actions that promote new forms of practicing 

sport, integrating for instance the following dimensions (non-exhaustive list): 

 adaptation of the existing infrastructure; 

 organisation of new forms of physical activities; 

 innovative approach to training programmes; 

 intergenerational activities; 

 use of digital technology. 

Implementation period 

 Activities may not start before 01-01-2021 

 Activities are to be completed by 31-12-2023. 

These activities must take place in the EU Member States. The minimum duration of projects is 12 

months. The maximum duration of projects is 36 months. 

Applications for projects scheduled to run for a shorter or longer period than that specified in 

this call for proposals will not be accepted. 

4. Award criteria 

Eligible applications will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria: 

 Relevance of the project (criterion 1) (maximum 40 points): A minimum threshold of 

20 points out of 40 will be applied to criterion 1; applications falling below this 

threshold will be rejected. 

                                                           
2 Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European 
Union and the European Atomic Energy Community   
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Under criterion 1, proposals will be assessed on the basis of the extent to which: 

 They contribute to the general objective of the action described in section 2, in 

particular with regards to the development of forms of practicing sport and physical 

activity, and are in line with EU policies in the field of sport; 

 They contribute to the outcomes expected from the action defined in section 2 (i.e. the 

development of small, recreational sport facilities and adaptation of the already existing 

ones; the development of activities and initiatives promoting new forms of practicing 

sport and physical activity); 

 They contribute to the specific objective defined in section 2 (support the promotion of 

physical activity through flexible, modern ways of practicing sport). 

 

 Quality (criterion 2) (maximum 40 points): A minimum threshold of 20 points out of 40 

will be applied to criterion 2; applications falling below this threshold will be rejected. 

Under criterion 2, proposals will be assessed according to the quality of the overall 

design of the activities proposed and to the methodology used to implement them. The 

following aspects will be taken into account: 

 Number of participants involved in and benefiting from the project's activities; 

 Cooperation established with different EU Member States and/or involving different 
sports;  

 Cost efficiency (the extent to which the project is cost-effective and allocates 

appropriate resources to each activity); 

 Sustainability of the proposed activities (the extent to which the activities will be carried 

out also after the end of the project); 

 Consistency between project objectives, methodology, activities and budget proposed; 

 Quality and feasibility of the methodology proposed. 

 

 Management of the project (criterion 3) (maximum 20 points): A minimum threshold 

of 10 points out of 20 will be applied to criterion 3; applications falling below this 

threshold will be rejected. 

Under criterion 3, proposals will be assessed on the basis of the extent to which the 

applicants demonstrate their ability to organise, coordinate and implement the various 

aspects of the proposed activities. The following aspects will be taken into account: 

 

 Overall quality of the project team; 
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 The risks envisaged and their mitigating actions; 

 The appropriateness and quality of measures aimed at sharing the outcomes of the 

project towards external organisations and the general public. 

Points will be allocated to eligible applications out of a total of 100 on the basis of the above-

specified weighting. Applications falling below any of the thresholds per criterion mentioned 

above will be rejected. 

Moreover, a minimum threshold of 60 points will be applied for the three award criteria 

combined. Applications falling below this threshold will also be rejected. 

5. Budget available 

The total budget earmarked for the co-financing of projects under this call for proposals is estimated at 

1.200.000 EUR.  

The EU grant is limited to a maximum co-financing rate of 80% of eligible costs.  

Between 2 and 4 projects should be in principle selected 

 
The maximum amount per individual grant will be 650.000 EUR. 

The Commission reserves the right not to distribute all the funds available. 

 

6. Deadline for submission of applications 

 

Grant applications must be drawn up in one of the EU official languages, using the electronic form 

available on the webpage of the call for proposals. 

The application form duly completed must be submitted before 01/07/2020, 12:00 (noon), Brussels 

time. Applications sent on paper or by fax or e-mail or another way, will not be accepted. 

7. Additional information 

In case of questions, please contact:  EAC-SPORT@EC.EUROPA.EU  

mailto:EAC-SPORT@EC.EUROPA.EU

