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What is asbestos and why do we need to act?

Asbestos is a highly dangerous, cancer-causing substance.

e The main threat to human health occurs when materials that contain asbestos are disturbed and
fibres can be released in the air and inhaled, like when old buildings are renovated.

e Alluse of asbestos has been banned in the EU since 2005. But asbestos is still present in many
buildings, posing a risk to residents and workers, mainly in construction.

e Addressing the health risks of exposure to asbestos is essential to protect people’s health and
the environment as well as ensure decent living and working conditions.

e This is ever more urgent given the EU’s ambition to double the annual rate of energy renovations
of buildings by 2030, which are responsible for more than one third of energy-related greenhouse
gas emissions.

The Commission is acting to achieve an asbestos-free Europe for current and future generations.

The actions we take now will have a strong positive health impact in the decades to come and will
contribute to Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan.
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How can we better protect people from asbestos and achieve an asbestos-free
future?

The Commission sets out existing and new measures to tackle the issue of asbestos, covering the following areas:
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