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Dutch context

Rich and long tradition 
with hybrid public service 

provision: notoriously 
fragmented and diverse 

third sector

Confusion and 
ambiguity about the 

concept of SE

International definition would 
apply to many third sector 
organisations

Narrow Dutch definition only 
applies to startups

• Multitude of examples of SE 
startups, mainly on local level

• Work integration, public health 
and welfare, environmental 
protection

No separate legal 
status or policy 

framework for SE

SE can have various legal forms

Every organisation can call itself 
a SE

Many do: SE bias

Attempts to capture 
essence of SE and to 

distinguish them from 
other hybrids

Sector still struggling with own 
definition



Social enterprise continuum



A more realistic conceptualization

Defourny, J. and Nyssens, M. (2016) “Fundamentals for an 
International Typology of Social Enterprise  Models”, ICSEM  Working  
Papers,  No.  33,  Liege:  The  International  Comparative Social 
Enterprise Models (ICSEM) Project.



Local government

Guidelines for municipalities how to 
treat and interact with SE

Action plans by several municipalities

But: no preferential treatment!

National government

Discussion about creating special legal 
form

Following OECD recommendations: 
better definition of what SE constitutes 
and registration process (?)

Making potential customers aware of 
SE and business opportunities, helping 
the sector innovate (?)

Initiatives by sector itself

Governance Code

Quality Label

Support structures



Showcases local government



Showcases national government



Showcases sector



www.empowerse.eu

http://www.empowerse.eu/

