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The NCFHE  
• The Entity responsible for:  

- The Malta Qualifications Framework  

- The Recognition of Qualifications  

- Licensing and Accreditation  

- Quality Assurance  

- Research and Consultation  

 

to foster the development and achievement of excellence in further and 
higher education in Malta through research, effective licensing, 

accreditation, quality assurance and recognition of qualifications 
established under the Malta Qualifications Framework." 



The MQF 

• The development and classification of 
qualifications in Malta according to criteria using 
level descriptors applicable to specified levels of 
learning outcomes. 

 

• Established in 2007. 

 

• Subsidiary Legislation 327.431. 





 The MQF addresses the following issues:  

 a) Transparency and understanding of qualifications;  

b) valuing all formal, informal and non-formal learning;  

c) consistency and coherence in relating to different qualifications 

frameworks in European and international cooperation;  

d) parity of esteem of qualifications from different learning pathways, 

including vocational and professional degrees and academic study 

programmes;  

e) lifelong learning, access and progression and mobility;  

f) the shift towards learning outcomes-based qualifications;  

g) a credit structure and units as building blocks of qualifications;  

h) the concept of mutual trust through quality assurance mechanisms 

that cut across all levels of the framework.  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S.L. 451.01 (Malta Qualifications Recognition Information 
Centre and the Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Appeals 
Board Regulations)                   
 
 
  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 451 (Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Act) 
establishes MQRIC as the Maltese ENIC NARIC under the 
Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Act 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ENIC NARICs generally provide information on: 
 
 - the recognition of foreign Programmes of Study (PoS) 
 
 - foreign education systems and the local education system 
 

 - guidance related to employment (depends of national policy) 

 
 

http://www.enic-naric.net/  

http://www.enic-naric.net/
http://www.enic-naric.net/
http://www.enic-naric.net/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Why do we need 
such a service from 

MQRIC? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Recognition of international Programme of Study 
(PoS) 

• Change of profession + Qualification allowance 

VISA/single permit 

• Scholarships 

Access to further/higher education 

• Tax Rebate  



Pre - 2007 

•Qualifications 
awarded prior 
to the 
introduction 
of the NQF 

•Legacy 
Qualifications  

•Comparable 
Qualifications 

 

2007 

•The MQF 

 

•Direct level 
rating  

•Comparable 
Level  

Post Feb 2016 

•Qualifications 
and Awards  



Qualifications & Awards 

Qualifications Awards 

An individual has achieved 
learning outcomes to the 
standards in terms of level 
descriptors on the MQF and a 
number of credits as 
specified in the Referencing 
Report.  
 
A qualification is the formal 
outcome of an assessment 
and validation process. 

Refers to the title of 
certification of learning 
achieved through courses 
which do not have the 
required number of credits at 
the specific MQF Level to be a 
considered as a Qualification. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

How to apply for recognition of programme of 
study: 

 

•Online application form for PoS and prospective PoS 

 

•Supporting documentation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fill online 
application 

form 

Payment & 
Receipt 

Evaluation Statement 

Appeal 

Appeals’ Board  



What is 
assessed 
and how? 



  



Recognition 

• The criteria used for the recognition of qualifications include the 
following:  

– education system in the given country;  

– status of awarding body and programmes of studies;  

– access requirements;  study workload;  learning outcomes;  

– level on the National Qualification Framework (NQF);  

– takes into account previous recognition practices of similar 
qualifications.  



  

Awarding Institution: 
 

The Awarding Institution is the  Institute that 
confers the qualification or award whose name 
would appear on a certificate issued by it. 
Institute must be recognized by an ENIC NARIC 
or similar. Recognition does not imply that all 
PoSs issued by it are also recognized.  

 

The Awarding Institution and the Training 
Provider, where the programme of studies was 
undertaken might be different,  but research is 
based on the conferring body, i.e. the Awarding 
Institution. 



  

Self Accrediting Institution: 
 

The Further and Higher Education (Licensing, 
Accreditation and Quality Assurance) Regulations 
S.L. 327.433, allows for self-accrediting providers, 
meaning designated institutions have the capacity 
to self-accredit existing and new programmes and 
are exempt from provider and programme 
accreditation for the purposes of these 
regulations. Recognition by MQRIC is not 
necessary within Maltese jurisdiction. 



  

 

 

MQRIC’s duty is to assess whether PoS is recognised,  

but NOT to authenticate the document. This responsibility of 

employers  or other entities who wish to have a relationship 

with holder of such certificates/documents. 



MQRIC provides 2 types of Statements:   

1. Evaluation of Qualification (in possession) 

2. Evaluation of Prospective Qualification 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Contents of Maltese Accredited qualifications: 

 Communication. No.: 01/2013 issued to Licensed and Further Higher 
Education Institutions states that the certificates, and if applicable, related 
degree or diploma supplements issued by licensed institutions...shall 
include: 

 

• the MQF/EQF level for programmes, e.g. Level 5; 

• reference to the NCFHE; 

• may use NCFHE logo. 

 



. 





  

Current and Future challenges: 

 

Increased visibility of MQRIC services 

+ 

Improved efficiency and quality of service 

+ 

Improved cooperation with main partners 

+ 

Updating on online system to meet MQRIC requirements 

 



  

 

The online system 



Step 1: In this section input your personal details as 

explained above. All fields are mandatory. 



Step 2: In this section input your postal address. In case you change your postal address, 
inform us via email on qric.malta@gov.mt.  
 
If the address is not filled, applicant will not be offered the option to have his statement 
delivered by post, but would be received by email. 

mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt
mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt
mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt
mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt
mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt


Step 3: It is very important that you provide us with a contact number in case our 
representatives would need to contact you for further clarification. Contact number is 
mandatory.  
 
Please tick the reason why you need a recognition statement. This information is for 
statistical purposes only.  



Step 4: After filling the basic information, the system will proceed to the above page where 
you can start filling information about your qualification.  
 
Please first determine if you have an actual qualification or are enquiring about a 
qualification. In the case of the latter, please tick the ‘prospective application’ box. 
 
Once you have determined if your qualification is actual or prospective, please choose 
country from the drop down menu, then proceed to choose awarding body, and finally the 
qualification. If the awarding body is not listed, or the qualification is not listed despite 
identifying the awarding body, please refer to point 7. 



Step 5: After you fill in all the details of your qualification, press “Add” to confirm the 
qualification you wish to be assessed for recognition. In case of a mistake, you may always 
click “Clear” before ‘adding’ your qualification. 
 
You may wish to add more than one qualification to be assessed by clicking “Add” which 
allows you to repeat the same process for additional qualifications.  



Step 6: If your qualification is present on the database after pressing “Add”, the above is 
displayed.  
 
If you wish to remove the qualification inputted,  click “Delete”. 



Step 7:  If your qualification has never been assessed by the MQRIC, you will be asked to enter more 

information and upload the necessary documentation as per above.  

IMPORTANT – please upload all documents related to the identified qualification (e.g. certificate, 

diploma supplement, apostilled translation, etc...) ensure that these are uploaded together in one 

batch. The upload has an 8 mb limit to cover all these documents. 



Step 8: After pressing “Add”, your inputted qualifications are displayed as per above screen.  
Kindly note that the “Fast Track” option is currently not available. 
 
Here you may wish to remove the qualification inputted by clicking “Delete”. 
 
The system will show the total cost for the services provided. If you wish to receive the 
statement by post, an additional charge applies.  
 
It is very important to read and tick the disclaimer before proceeding.  



Step 9: The final step is to submit payment in 
order for MQRIC to start the recognition process.  



Who benefits? 

Learners 

Employers 

Education & 
Training Providers  Employees 

Public at 
large 



  

 

THANK YOU 


