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Conference of Rectors  

of Academic Schools in Poland 

• founded in 1997 by rectors representing academic HEIs 

(public or private), i.e. HEIs eligible to award doctoral 

degrees 

• part of HE system - basic rights and obligations defined 

in the Law on Higher Education (2005) 

• major opinion body for HE sector 

• 108 members (including 12 private HEIs) 

• ca. 70% of student population 

on CRASP 
www.krasp.org.pl/en 

http://www.google.pl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwif5ezY3c_ZAhWKCiwKHV2bAhYQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.eua.be/about/what-we-offer/being-an-eua-member&psig=AOvVaw070fDogDnKrveClU6bNSxg&ust=1520152001422287
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on CRASP 
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National Qualifications Framework: 

higher education perspective 

(not limited to NQF for HE) 
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EQF  

level descriptors 

universal  

level descriptors 

detailed 

level descriptors 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

general 

education 

higher 

education 

Polish Qualifications Framework (PQF) for LLL 

NQF for HE – part of PQF 

PQF 

Development of NQF for HE – pilot for PQF 

VET 



A. Krasniewski - 6 

Amendments to Law on Higher Education (2011) 

 shift to Learning Outcomes (LOs) as a means to 

describe study programmes and resulting qualifications 

 formal introduction of the National Qualifications 

Framework for Higher Education (NQF for HE) 

NQF for HE – introduction 

all study programmes offered in academic year 2012/2013 

and later required to comply with the NQF for HE 
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• humanities 
• social sciences 
• exact sciences 
• life sciences 
• agricultural sciences 
• engineering and technology 
• medical and health sciences 
• fine arts 

8 large subject domains  

corresponding to  

OECD/EUROSTAT/UNESCO 

science&technology classification 

§ 

NQF for HE 

ministerial 
regulation 

generic 
level descriptors 

(learning outcomes) 

EQF 
QF-EHEA 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of engineering 

international 
standards 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of ... 
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generic 
level descriptors 

(learning outcomes) 

EQF 
QF-EHEA 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of engineering 

international 
standards 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of ... 
§ 

developed by teams of  

subject domain experts 

(work started in 2008) 

for each subject domain,  

LOs (knowledge, skills and social competences) for 

 two cycles (Bachelor, Master) 

 two profiles (academically- and practically-oriented) 

NQF for HE 
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Bologna 
Process 

 ABET (Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology, USA) 

 JABEE (Japan Accreditation Board for Engineering Education) 

 SBS (Subject Benchmark Statements, UK) 

 IEA (International Engineering Alliance) 

 EUR-ACE (EURopean ACcredited Engineer project) 

 CDIO (Conceive-Design-Implement-Operate initiative)  

SBS 

Example 

ENGINEERING 

Defining LOs for a subject domain 
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generic 
level descriptors 

(learning outcomes) 

EQF 
QF-EHEA 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of engineering 

international 
standards 

 

level descriptors 
(learning outcomes) 
for subject domain 

of ... 

Hierarchy of LOs 

NQF 
for HE 

institutional  
regulations 

 

learning outcomes 
for degree programme 

In „Electronics” 

 

learning outcomes 
for degree programme 

In „…” 

 

learning outcomes 
for programme units 

HEI 

Tuning, SBS, ... 

learning outcomes 
for programmes in 

electrical & computer 
engineering 

learning outcomes 
for programmes in 

... 
academic 

community 
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NQF for HE – common effort 

Development and implementation: 

process controlled and „owned” to a large extent  

by academic community 
 

 16 000 participants at conferences, seminars, 

workshops, panel discussions, public debates etc.,  

 leading role of members of the national team of 

Bologna experts as instructors, moderators and 

trainers at these events 

but also 

 external stakeholders, incl. employers, involved in 

defining LOs and developing curricula 
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NQF for HE – benchmarking 

Project (2012-2013) 

Benchmarking of NQF for HE implementation 
 

part of programme  

BENCHMARKING IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

coordinated by the Polish Rectors Foundation 
(think-tank linked to the Polish Rectors Conference - CRASP) 

participants 

 46 HEIs 

 327 faculties 

http://www.frp.org.pl 
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positive moderately positive 

difficult to say 
moderately negative 

authorities 
(rectors, vice-rectors) 

academic staff 
(opinion of authorities) 

UNIVERSITY LEVEL (46 HEIs) 

Attitude towards NQF for HE  

41.3% 52.2% 2.3% 

4.2% 

28.3% 19.6% 45.7% 6.5% 

moderately positive 

negative 

positive 

difficult to say 

moderately negative 
FACULTY LEVEL (327 faculties) 

academic staff 
(opinion of authorities) 

authorities 
(deans, vice-deans) 25.7% 53.5% 7.6% 9.8% 3.4% 

40.7% 14.1% 32.7% 

4.9% 

7.6% 
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 LOs orientation 

 increased flexibility (more elective courses) 

 shift towards student-centred teaching (fewer lectures, 

more project-based learning modules, etc.) 

 new, more comprehensive methods for verification of 

LOs achieved by students 

 more active involvement of external stakeholders 

 components that make it easier to obtain professional 

qualifications 

Benefits 

redesigned curricula 

NQF for HE – a reform tool for Polish HE 
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 ambiguous statements in legal acts; unnecessary 

overregulations, resulting in excessive bureaucracy 

 significant time pressure 

 insufficient engagement of some members of 

academic staff  

 however, a shift from an openly demonstrated resistance 

to at least partial acceptance observed at many HEIs 

Difficulties and problems 
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experience with the development  

and implementation of the NQF for HE 

+ 

broad public debate 

 

 

development of the NQF for LLL: 

Polish Qualifications Framework (PQF) 

From NQF for HE to PQF (for LLL) 
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EQF  

level descriptors 

universal  

level descriptors 

detailed 

level descriptors 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

general 

education 

higher 

education 

VET 

Polish Qualifications Framework  

PQF 
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Referencing and self-certification (2013) 

submitted for approval  

by EQF Advisory Group 
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Formal introduction of PQF 

Act on the Integrated Qualifications System  
(adopted in December 2015) 

Integrated Qualifications System (IQS) 

elements functioning in Polish society and economy, and 

new instruments, to effectively integrate the entire system 

 Polish Qualifications Framework 

 Integrated Qualifications Register (IQR), containing all 

qualifications included in the integrated system 

 rules concerning quality assurance of qualifications 

awarded outside the system of formal education to be 

included in IQR 
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Formal introduction of PQF 

www.kwalifikacje.edu.pl/en/publications 
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Introduction of PQF – HE perspective 

Act on the Integrated Qualifications System  

- opportunity to improve/simplify the NQF for HE 

(being part of the PQF) 
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Refinement of NQF for HE 

report of Council for Science 

and Higher Education 

(February 2015) 

recommendations 

 simplification of legal regulations 

 de-bureaucratisation of 

implementation process at HEIs  

 de-bureaucratisation of 

accreditation procedures 

Recommendations reflected in 

the Act on IQS and subsequent 

ministerial regulations 



A. Krasniewski - 23 

PQF as a tool for 

bridging of institutions and sectors: 

examples 
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Stakeholders Council for the Integrated Qualifications 

System (IQS) 

 established according to regulations in Act on the IQS 

 advisory body to the minister – IQS coordinator 

 composed of representatives of  
 educational  institutions (formal and non-formal), incl. two 

representatives of CRASP  

 employers organisations  

 trade unions 

 local governments, … 

IQS Stakeholders Council 

Ideas and interests of different institutions and sectors 

are presented and consensual solutions are sought 
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Sectoral qualifications frameworks 

library of Educational Research Institute 

  http://www.kwalifikacje.edu.pl/en/publications 

developed in cooperation with external stakeholders, incl. HE experts 
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New regulation in Law on HE (2014) 

 alternative way for entering HE system (bachelor 

and master degree programmes) for people with 

relevant work experience  

 admission based on validation (recognition) of 

work-based learning outcomes by an institution of 

HE sector 

Recognition of work-based learning in HE 
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EQF  

level descriptors 

universal  

level descriptors 

detailed 

level descriptors 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

general 

education 

higher 

education PQF 

Level 5 provision 

Level 5 – a bridge between 

 general (secondary-level) education and HE 

 general education/HE and VET 

VET 
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Level 5 – the missing link: 3-year project by Polish 

Rectors Foundation and Pearson Central Europe  

 

Results  

 support for the concept of level 5 qualifications by 

academic community (including CRASP)  

 several proposals by HEIs (some already 

implemented) of programmes leading to qualifications 

at level 5 (joint certificates HEI-Pearson for better 

international recognition) 

 proposals for transfer (and recognition) of LOs 

between levels 4, 5 and 6 of PQF 

Provision for level 5 qualifications 

Full qualification at level 5 – in the draft of a new Law 

on HE and Science (22 January 2018) 
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Non-degree postgraduate programmes 

19 24 
age 

open access  
adult education 

(University of the Third Age, etc.) 

non-stationary (part-time) 
degree programmes 

(evening or weekend studies) 

non-degree  
postgraduate  
programmes 

short programmes 
and courses 

continuing 
professional 
development 

education  
of future 
students 

widening  
access to HE 

personal 
development 

„third mission” 

part of LLL provision by HEIs 

2 semesters 
30+ ECTS 
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Institutional regulation (University Senate): 

Assigning levels to qualifications awarded upon completion of 

non-degree post-graduate programmes taking into account 

 NQF for HE 

 PQF „subframework” for VET 

 relevant sectoral qualifications frameworks (SQFs) 

At Faculty of Electronics and Information Technology, SQF for IT and 

SQF for Telecommunications were taken into account 

 4 programmes – qualification at level 7 

 9 programmes – qualification at level 6 

Example  

Warsaw University of Technology (2016-2017) 

-  51 programmes 

-  1500 participants 

Non-degree postgraduate programmes 

http://www.pw.edu.pl/wydarzenia/filmy/auala-pw-mini2.htm
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Cooperation  

CRASP – Polish Chamber of Training Companies 

Contribution of CRASP experts/representatives to: 

 development of SQF for Training Services 

 panel discussions at annual meetings/conferences 

of Polish Chamber of Training Companies 

Intersectoral cooperation 
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CONCLUSION 
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thereby  

 overcoming prejudices, entering into constructive 

dialogue and starting to cooperate for the common good 

Polish Qualifications Framework  

result of 10-year development process (2006-2015)  

with various groups of stakeholders taking part in 

hundreds of conferences, seminars, workshops, panel 

discussions, public debates, etc. 

 several opportunities for people representing different 

levels and sectors of education and training to meet 

and talk to each other and to other stakeholders 
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 development of „learning outcomes culture” – a 

prerequisite for a shift towards „real” student-centred 

learning  

 more intensive cooperation with external stakeholders 

(discussion on what a student/graduate should know 

and be able to do – more attracting than discussion on 

the curriculum contents) 

Impact on higher education 
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Looking to the future 

 New legal regulations 

 refinement of the Law on Integrated Qualifications System 

 formal introduction of level 5 qualifications in the new Law 

on Higher Education and Science 

 Filling-in the Integrated Qualifications Register, 

especially with high-quality qualifications offered 

outside the formal education system 

 Enhancing the functionality of the IQS portal; 

entering more information into its database 



A. Krasniewski - 36 

Qualifications frameworks  

and  

the bridging of institutions and sectors: 

the Polish experience 

EQF conference, Brussels, 15 March 2018 

Andrzej Krasniewski 
 

Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland 

Warsaw University of Technology 


