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CRISIS YEARS: “Belgian” labour market a glass half full

Nu bubble

No “austerity”

Germany (while it lasts)

Ageing in general + public sector (once in a lifetime)

Subsidized employment (for now)

Working time reduction & temp. unemployment (bridge)

 Insiders and “mini-jobs” vs. outsiders and careers
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Some Stylized Facts

High average seniority: 11,4 years

High employment security: >85%

Modest share of temporary work (<10%) but x3 for -25

High level of EPL
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Dismissal to Work?
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Theory

(Payment in lieu of) notice 

Outplacement: from a right to a duty for both parties

‘Active’ dismissal intention

Re-employment and re-conversion cells for collective 

dismissal

More ‘activation’ and ‘incentives’ in unemployment 

insurance



29/10/2015

Practice and Questions

Dismissal culture? 

Incentives?

Transition: symbol or outcome?

Role for unions?

Career perspective on job transitions?
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