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This version of the FAQs replaces the one published on the 13.10.2016. 
 

Full details of the call requirements are contained in the documents package on the Participants Portal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
The content of these FAQs is provided for information purposes only. The SJU or the Commission cannot be held liable for any use 
of the content of this document. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-1.html
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N.  Topic Question Answer 

1 RPAS-07  Concerning the RPAS-07 topic, we have difficulties in 
matching the term "small drones" mentioned 
throughout the topic description with any drone 
category as these are specified by the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). Specifically, according 
to the recently published “Prototype Commission 
regulation on Unmanned Aircraft Operations” by 
EASA, three categories are established, “Open”, 
“Specific” and “Certified”. The “Open” category 
includes unmanned aircrafts with a maximum take-
off mass below 25kg flying at heights below 150m; 
within the “Open” category EASA proposes the 
following sub-categories: 
- Cat A0: “Toys” and mini drones <1Kg 
- Cat A1: “Very small drones” <4kg 
- Cat A2: “Small drones” <25kg 
 Could you please clarify whether the term “small 
drones” in the RPAS-07 topic description refers to 
any of the above categories established by EASA? Is it 
safe to assume that the RPAS-07 topic refers to Cat 
A2 established by EASA? In addition, could you please 
clarify the types of drones that the call refers to, 
should we target at rotorcraft, fixed wings drones or 
both? 

Topic RPAS-07 looks beyond the current state of technology and regulation. 
Consequently, research under this topic could lead to modifications in future versions of 
RPAS regulations. 
 
This topic focuses on all types of drone in the ‘Open’ category. If any proposed system 
has size, weight and power characteristics that limit its deployability then it could be 
restricted to the larger ‘small’ drones, but that would still be useful research, as long as 
such limitations were made clear. Such limitations could then provide input to any future 
revisions to the legislation.  It has to be clarified that the focus of this topic is ‘small’ 
drones. However, the wider the range of drones any such system could support, the 
better will be from the point of view of enabling their wider deployment as such systems 
could also be of use to even larger drones that may be in the ‘Specific’ category. 
The research should address both fixed-wing and rotorcraft drones. 
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2 all topics Is there a maximum amount of money that can be 
requested for accomplishing a Topic [besides Topic  1 
(UTM) for which we found 0.8M]? 

The maximum budget for Work Area 1 is 0,8 million EUR and for Work Area 2 is 8,2 
million EUR. The first work area on UAS/RPAS integration operational issues (Work Area 
1) includes one topic while Work Area 2, addressing technical issues, is split into 6 further 
topics. 
This information is available in the Participant Portal under the ”Call summary Section”  
as well as the  “SESAR ER RPAS Call Technical Specification” 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-
call-doc-er-sesar-ju-2016_en.pdf) 

3 all topics Regarding the registering project procedure. Does 
every company in the conglomerate (group of 
companies) need to enrol on the website (get a PIC)? 
If yes, do all companies need to upload the project on 
their specific page or just the coordinating company? 

YES, all linked third parties need to be registered in the Beneficiary register and have a 
valid PIC. For more information, please consult the H2020 grants manual here: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-
guide-lev_en.pdf 

4 all topics Is the limit of the first proposal set to 10 pages? As specified in the Work Programme and on the Participant Portal, the call H2020-SESAR-
2016-1 (SESAR 2020 RPAS EXPLORATORY RESEARCH CALL) is a single stage call and 
therefore applicants are requested to send full proposals by the given deadline.  
According to the instruction provided in the proposal template part B, available in the 
submission system, the page limit for full proposals under this call, the cover page, and 
sections 1, 2 and 3, together should not be longer than 50 pages. All tables in these 
sections must be included within this limit. The minimum font size allowed is 11 points. 
The page size is A4, and all margins (top, bottom, left, right) should be at least 15 mm 
(not including any footers or headers).  

5 all topics What is the maximum allowable budget for each 
submitted project? 

The maximum budget for Work Area 1 is 0,8 million EUR and for Work Area 2 is 8,2 
million EUR. The first work area on UAS/RPAS integration operational issues (Work Area 
1) includes one topic while Work Area 2, addressing technical issues, is split into 6 further 
topics. 
For more information, please consult  the ” SESAR ER RPAS Call Technical Specification” 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-
call-doc-er-sesar-ju-2016_en.pdf) 
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6 all topics What is the execution framework to be applied by 
RPAS projects? 
 

Project Execution Guidelines for SESAR 2020 RPAS Exploratory Research are part of the 
call material and can be found on the Participant Portal, under section 9. SJU additional 
documents 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants
/jtis/h2020-guide-execution-rpas-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf). This document provides guidance 
to consortia members on the way they have to fulfil the project management 
requirements set out by the SESAR Joint Undertaking. 

7 all topics Can we participate in two different proposals, i.e. 
TOPIC 3 and TOPIC 4 in two different consortia? 
Would this be detrimental to the projects or not? 

YES, applicants can submit proposals to more than one topic. Each proposal is assessed 
against its own merit, and according to the award criteria established in the SJU Work 
Programme 2016. 
This information is available in the ” SESAR ER RPAS Call Technical Specification”, pag.9 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-
call-doc-er-sesar-ju-2016_en.pdf) 

8 all topics Can you please confirm that it is allowed for the 
consortium to plan more resources than anticipated 
by the call with the understanding that the requested 
grant will be limited to the maximum budget? 

Indeed, there is no limit on the amount of resources a consortium may decide to allocate 
to a project. However, the maximum financial contribution received from the SJU follows 
from the amounts and reimbursement rate defined in article 5 (and its sub articles) of the 
project Grant Agreement (and in respect of all other provisions of the Grant Agreement). 

9 all topics Could you please confirm my interpretation of the 
Project Execution Guidelines that all technical 
activities of the project shall be completed and all 
technical deliverables delivered two months in 
advance (T0+22) of the maximum duration of the 
project (T0+24), and that in the last two available 
months the only activity possible is the preparation 
of the Final Project Result Report? 

According to the Project execution guidelines, all technical deliverables must be 
submitted at the latest two months before the end of the project, in order to have 
sufficient time for potential updates of such deliverables. Therefore in the two last 
months, consortia are expected to work on the preparation of the final reports as well as 
on any update of technical deliverables, if requested by the SJU. 
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10 RPAS-01 For work area 1 and topic description of RPAS-01 
UTM Concept Description there is no further 
mentioning of any work related to VFR. Does this 
mean that RPAS flying VFR is not expected to be 
included in the UTM Concept Description (still 
realizing that RPAS flying IFR can encounter VFR 
traffic)?  

The distinction between VLL and VFR exists due to the ICAO definition of VFR finishing at 
500 ft. Generally, anything below that is VLL. In practice, the way aircrafts fly above and 
below 500 ft is little different. In just the same way that there are manned operations 
below 500 ft, it is likely that non-IFR unmanned flight will occur above 500 ft.  
The operational concept being investigated here is VLL, that is unmanned aircraft 
operating below 500 ft. However, solutions to enable this may also be relevant to non-IFR 
operations above 500 ft – i.e. in airspace (controlled or not) where VFR flight is permitted. 
Consequently, whilst the project should focus on enabling VLL operations, the boundaries 
should also be explored, and that should include where drones could encounter manned 
aircraft operating VFR. 

11 All topics I have examined the call text and find no mention of 
expected TRL level. 
 
For other exploratory research calls, the call has 
included useful and precise information about the 
expected TRL for projects. 
Is this information available somewhere for the RPAS 
call? 
 

In SESAR, Exploratory Research relates to low maturity levels. 
If the topic is technology related this means TRL2 within the technology readiness scale. 
Higher TRL levels are under the scope of SESAR2020 Industrial Research Programme. 
If the topic is operational concept related, this refers to V1 in E-OCVM (European Concept 
Validation Methodology)).  
Depending on the nature of the operational topic under the scope of exploratory 
research, the proposed work could make use of technologies that are at higher level in 
the TRL scale, but as a mean/enabler to achieve the exploratory research project 
objectives, and therefore they should not constitute the core of the work. 

12 All topics With regard to the call in subject, the sections 1-3 
template states that the page limit for the full 
proposals, the cover page, and sections 1, 2 and 3, 
together must not be longer than 50 pages, while 
looking at the FAQs the page limit for the same 
document is 70 pages. Could you, please, clarify 
which one of the two is the right page limit? 

The answer provided in the previous version of the FAQ has been corrected. 
See question n.4 
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13 All topics Regarding H2020-SESAR-2016-1 Call and more 
concretely topic RPAS-06, we have found an 
inconsistency in the maximum number of pages that 
PART B Sections 1-3 should have. 
In the templates provided in the Participant Portal, 
“Template adapted by the SJU for SESAR 2020 Call for 
Proposals Exploratory Research Projects Proposal 
Template Part B Sections1-3 Version 1.1” it is stated 
that this should be 50 pages: 
 However, in the last version of your FAQ 
(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/d
oc/call/h2020/rpas-06/1740101-h2020-sesar-
2016_faqs_en.pdf) I read 70 pages: 
Please, can you clarify which is the actual maximum 
number of pages for PART B Sections 1-3?  

The answer provided in the previous version of the FAQ has been corrected. 
See question n.4 

14 RPAS-07 We have a doubt regarding the application template 
to be used for the Technical Annex, Section 1-3. 
In principle, this is a RIA scheme and it should be the 
usual template of 70 pages. 
But, when accessing ECAS submission process, the 
uploading process clearly states a format with 
maximum 50 pages. 
We understand that we have to use the Template 
adapted by the SJU for SESAR 2020 Call for Proposals 
Exploratory Research Projects. 
Could you be so kind to confirm this critical 
methodological issue? 

See question n.4 

https://webmail.sesarju.eu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=A0mnWTB3Vn9OYejTYxWa17Zn_6fKeuskPHgjF0OUoMLfVJGtuv3TCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBlAGMALgBlAHUAcgBvAHAAYQAuAGUAdQAvAHIAZQBzAGUAYQByAGMAaAAvAHAAYQByAHQAaQBjAGkAcABhAG4AdABzAC8AcABvAHIAdABhAGwALwBkAG8AYwAvAGMAYQBsAGwALwBoADIAMAAyADAALwByAHAAYQBzAC0AMAA2AC8AMQA3ADQAMAAxADAAMQAtAGgAMgAwADIAMAAtAHMAZQBzAGEAcgAtADIAMAAxADYAXwBmAGEAcQBzAF8AZQBuAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fec.europa.eu%2fresearch%2fparticipants%2fportal%2fdoc%2fcall%2fh2020%2frpas-06%2f1740101-h2020-sesar-2016_faqs_en.pdf
https://webmail.sesarju.eu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=A0mnWTB3Vn9OYejTYxWa17Zn_6fKeuskPHgjF0OUoMLfVJGtuv3TCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBlAGMALgBlAHUAcgBvAHAAYQAuAGUAdQAvAHIAZQBzAGUAYQByAGMAaAAvAHAAYQByAHQAaQBjAGkAcABhAG4AdABzAC8AcABvAHIAdABhAGwALwBkAG8AYwAvAGMAYQBsAGwALwBoADIAMAAyADAALwByAHAAYQBzAC0AMAA2AC8AMQA3ADQAMAAxADAAMQAtAGgAMgAwADIAMAAtAHMAZQBzAGEAcgAtADIAMAAxADYAXwBmAGEAcQBzAF8AZQBuAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fec.europa.eu%2fresearch%2fparticipants%2fportal%2fdoc%2fcall%2fh2020%2frpas-06%2f1740101-h2020-sesar-2016_faqs_en.pdf
https://webmail.sesarju.eu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=A0mnWTB3Vn9OYejTYxWa17Zn_6fKeuskPHgjF0OUoMLfVJGtuv3TCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBlAGMALgBlAHUAcgBvAHAAYQAuAGUAdQAvAHIAZQBzAGUAYQByAGMAaAAvAHAAYQByAHQAaQBjAGkAcABhAG4AdABzAC8AcABvAHIAdABhAGwALwBkAG8AYwAvAGMAYQBsAGwALwBoADIAMAAyADAALwByAHAAYQBzAC0AMAA2AC8AMQA3ADQAMAAxADAAMQAtAGgAMgAwADIAMAAtAHMAZQBzAGEAcgAtADIAMAAxADYAXwBmAGEAcQBzAF8AZQBuAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fec.europa.eu%2fresearch%2fparticipants%2fportal%2fdoc%2fcall%2fh2020%2frpas-06%2f1740101-h2020-sesar-2016_faqs_en.pdf
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15 RPAS-05 We are planning to have 2 drone flights done by a 
licensed operators.  
Only the flight itself will be “externalized”. The 
project coordinator will provide the measurement 
equipment needed to get data from the flight. The 
flight is the “instrument” we need to get data. 
Would you normally consider this type of action (i.e. 
a flight) a contract or a subcontract?  
 

Considering that the topic focuses on ‘drones’, the drone flights should be considered as 
action tasks to be described in Annex I. Therefore, in case the beneficiary intends to 
“externalise” the implementation of such tasks, this should be considered as 
subcontracting and described in Annex 1.  
For more information on subcontracting, please consult the Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement, and in particular Art. 13 “Implementation of action tasks by subcontractors 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-
amga_en.pdf). 
 

16 All topics What is the right date for deadline of this call? The call deadline is 15 November 2016, at 17:00:00 (Brussels time). 
This information is available on the Participant Portal. 

17 RPAS-02  to 
RPAS-07 

From the Calls Budget Overview, the grant allocated 
for RPAS-Calls from 01 to 07 amounts to 9Mln €. In 
other documents, it is declared that 0.8Mln € are  
specifically dedicated to RPAS-Call 01. Therefore, can 
we assume that the remaining 8Mln € are equally 
subdivided among the remaining calls (i.e., from 02 
to 07), resulting in approximately 1Mln per single 
RPAS-Call. 
What is the maximum amount a RPAS-Call from 02 
to 07 can request? 

See question n.5 
 

18 RPAS-03 TRL level and limit. If we consider the SESAR Work 
Programme to which this Call refers, the addressed 
topic should be considered as Explanatory Research, 
thus aiming at achieving a maximum TRL level of 2. 
On the contrary, if we consider the H2020 category, 
i.e., Research & Innovation Action, there is no 
theoretical limit to TRL, which can rise up to level 9.  
Is a limit set for the RPAS-Call’s TRL?   

  

See question n.11 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-1.html

