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GUIDANCE NOTE  

TRANS-NATIONAL COOPERATION AMONG MARIE SKŁODOWSKA-CURIE NATIONAL 

CONTACT POINTS 

H2020-MSCA-NCP-2017 

Objective: Facilitate trans-national co-operation between National Contact Points 

(NCPs) for the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions (MSCA), with a view to identifying and 

sharing good practices and raising the general standard of support to applicants, taking 

into account the diversity of actors and experiences. 

Scope: Support will be given to a consortium of formally nominated NCPs in the area of 

MSCA. The activities will be tailored according to the nature of the area, and the 

priorities of the NCPs concerned. Various mechanisms may be included, such as 

benchmarking, joint workshops, enhanced cross-border brokerage events, training 

sessions linked to MSCA as well as to Responsible Research and Innovation, twinning 

schemes, etc. Special attention will be given to enhancing the competence of MSCA 

NCPs, including helping less experienced NCPs rapidly acquire the know-how 

accumulated in other countries. The activities should also build up cooperation with other 

networks to increase visibility to potential beneficiaries, especially in the non-academic 

sector. 

The focus throughout should be on issues specific to MSCA and should not duplicate 

actions foreseen in the NCP network for quality standards and horizontal issues under 

'Science with and for Society'. 

Widening participation: The results from the first years of Horizon 2020 

implementation reveal the existence of a research and innovation gap across Europe and 

discrepancies between European countries in their capacity to attract funding. This gap is 

observed in the MSC actions as well. 

Particular emphasis on closing the gap will mark the final years of the MSCA under 

Horizon 2020. Therefore, the applying consortium is expected to include a dedicated 

work package on widening participation, which should include specific measures to 

support the NCPs in widening countries to stimulate more high-quality applications with 

beneficiaries in these countries. 

Eligibility: Only NCP organisations from EU Member States, Associated Countries, and 

third countries which have been officially appointed by the relevant national authorities 

are eligible to participate in and receive funding for this action. 

The consortium should have a good representation of experienced and less experienced 

NCPs and NCPs from widening countries
1
. 

                                                 
1
 Horizon 2020 defines "widening" countries as the following Member States and Associated Countries: 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. Associated Countries (subject to valid association 

agreements of third countries with Horizon 2020): Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe 

Islands, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Tunisia, 

Turkey and Ukraine. 
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Single proposal: Submission of a single proposal is encouraged. NCPs from EU 

Member States, Associated Countries or third countries choosing not to participate as a 

member of the consortium are nevertheless invited and encouraged to participate in the 

project activities (e.g. workshops), and the costs incurred by the consortium for such 

participation (e.g. travel costs paid by the consortium) may be included in the estimated 

budget and be eligible for funding by the Commission. 

The Commission will only fund one proposal under this topic. The maximum duration of 

the project will be three years from the starting date specified in the grant agreement. 

Expected Impact: An improved and professionalised NCP service across Europe is 

expected; therefore helping simplify access to Horizon 2020 calls, lowering the entry 

barriers for newcomers, and raising the average quality of submitted proposals. An 

improved NCP service in the widening countries is expected as well, resulting in more 

high-quality applications to MSCA calls. 

Type of Action: Coordination and support action. The model grant agreement for this 

type of action is available on the Participant Portal  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/mga/gga/h2020-mga-gga-

multi_en.pdf 

Conditions for the Trans-national cooperation among Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

National Contact Points call: 

Opening date: 1 February 2017 

Closing date: 29 June 2017 

Overall indicative budget: EUR 1,8M (the budget foreseen in the WP 2016-2017 is 

EUR 1,5M but the Commission has decided to make use of its discretionary powers to 

change the budget by up to 20% and to allocate an additional EUR 300,000 to the 

project. These additional funds should primarily be used for the work package on 

widening participation). 

Useful information: 

The proposal template 2016-2017 for coordination and support actions (CSA) can be 

found on http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2016-

2017/h2020-call-pt-csa-2016-17_en.pdf. 

A maximum length of 30 pages is applicable to Part B (Section 1 to 3) of the proposal. 

The proposal should respect this limit. Experts will be instructed to disregard any excess 

pages. 

The minimum font size allowed is 11 points. The page size is A4, and all margins (top, 

bottom, left, right) should be at least 15 mm (not including any footers or headers). The font 

chosen should be clearly readable (e.g. Arial or Times New Roman). 

Indicative Timeline: The evaluation of the project will take place during week 28 of the 

year (10-14 July 2017) in Brussels. No remote phase is foreseen. The information letter 

should be sent to the applicant(s) the latest in 5 months after the closure of the call (29 

November 2017) and the signature of the grant agreement in 8 months the latest (28 

February 2018). 

Contact: for general questions about this call please write to EAC-UNITE-

C2@ec.europa.eu. 
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