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Horizon 2020 Programme  
increased importance given to D&E 

…and we have to ensure it

Legal basis

o Rules for Participation state clear obligations for beneficiaries

o "Each participant that has received Union funding shall use its best efforts to exploit the results it owns,

or to have them exploited by another legal entity…"

o "Subject to any restrictions due to the protection of intellectual property, security rules or legitimate

interests, each participant shall through appropriate means disseminate the results it owns as soon as

possible."

o "… participants shall provide any information on their exploitation and dissemination related activities,

and provide any documents necessary in accordance with the conditions laid down in the grant agreement"

*Budget for Results

Improved value
of R&I funding*

More ImpactBetter D&E



Horizon 2020 Programme  
increased importance given to D&E 

Implementation rules

o Proposal template highlights Dissemination and Exploitation plan as 

an admissibility condition and included in the Impact criterion evaluation

o Grant agreement (GA) includes articles 28 on Exploitation and 29 on 

Dissemination and possibly additional D&E obligations following the WP



D&E plan in the proposal is an obligation

o Including plan for Dissemination and Exploitation is 
an admissibility condition for Horizon 2020 proposals

• unless the Work Programme topic explicitly states otherwise! 

o Each proposal should present a dissemination and exploitation plan which:

• Is proportionate to the scale of the project

• Contains D&E measures to be implemented both during and 
after the end of the project, which help to achieve the expected 
impact of the project

Presenting D&E plan in the proposal cannot be replaced by including 
Dissemination and Exploitation in the project work plan

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/iknowplus/Proposal+submission+and+evaluation+preparation+-+Admissibility+and+eligibility+check


What are project 
results?
Results

Any tangible or intangible output of the action,
such as data, knowledge and information
whatever their form or nature, whether or not
they can be protected.*

o Key exploitable results are the outputs
generated during the project which can
be used and create impact, either by the
project partners or by other stakeholders

• Project results can be reusable and exploitable 
(e.g. inventions, prototypes, services) as 
such, or elements (knowledge, technology, 
processes, networks) that have potential to 
contribute for further work on research or 
innovation

Project 
results

Research 
communities MS, EU policy 

makers

Civic society, 
citizens

Industry, 
Innovators

Collaboration platforms

Educational
materials

Pre-standards

Codes of conduct

Software

Publications

Prototypes

Reports

Skills and knowledge

Research roadmaps

Policy 
recommendations

Data

*http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


Is strategically planned with communication
objectives and not only ad-hoc efforts

Demonstrate how EU funding contributes to
tackling societal challenges

Reach out to society as a whole

Uses pertinent messages, right medium and
means

Communication 

Taking strategic and 
targeted measures for 
promoting the action itself 
and its results to a 
multitude of audiences, 
including the media and 
the public, and possibly 
engaging in a two-way 
exchange* 

What is communication?

* Shortened from http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


What is dissemination?

* http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

Essential element of all good research practice
and vital part of the project plan

Enabling the value of results to be potentially
wider than the original focus

Circulation of knowledge and results to the
ones that can best make use of them

Strengthens and promotes the profile of the
organisation

Dissemination 

Making the results of a 
project public, not only by 
scientific publications in 
any medium* 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


Communication

What is the difference?

Newsletter

Press release

Project factsheet, 
brochure

Social media (blogs, 
Twitter, Facebook, 

LinkedIn)

Informing about the project Informing about the results Making results available for 
re-use

Dissemination

Scientific publications

Policy brief/roadmap

Training/demonstration

Sharing results on 
online repository
(research data, 
software, reports)

About the project
results

Multiple audiences

Inform and reach out 
to society, show the 
benefits of research

Grant Agreement art. 
38.1

About results only

Audiences that may 
use the results in their 
own work

Enable use and uptake
of results

Grant Agreement art. 29

Project website, videos, interview, articles in 
magazines, exhibitions/ open days, guided visits, 

conference, presentation and workshops.



What is meant by exploitation?

* http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

Can be commercial, societal, political, or for improving 
public knowledge and action, it also include 
recommendations for policy making

Concretise the value and impact of the R&I 
activity for societal challenges

Make use of the results; recognising exploitable 
results and their stakeholders

Project partners can exploit results themselves, or 
facilitate exploitation by others (e.g. through making 

results available under open licenses) 

Exploitation

The utilisation of results in 
developing, creating and 
marketing a product or 
process, or in creating and 
providing a service, or in 
standardisation activities.*

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


Dissemination Exploitation

What is the difference?

Scientific publication
Policy brief/roadmap

Training
Demonstration

Sharing results on 
online repository

(research data, 
software, reports)

Making results available Facilitating further use of results Making use of 
results

Spin-off/Start-up
Product
Patent
PhD thesis/post
Standard
Service
Societal activity
Open/copyleft licenses
Further research
Policy change

Describing and making
results available

Audiences that may make
use of results

All results which are not 
restricted due to the 
protection of intellectual
property, security rules or 
legitimate interests.

Grant Agreement art. 29

Utilisation of results, for 
scientific, societal or economic
purposes

Groups and entities that are 
making concrete use of 
results

All results generated
during project (exploitation 
by the project or another
entity)

Grant Agreement art. 28

Innovation management, Copyright 
management, Data management plan, 
Active stakeholder/user engagement.



Why does it not always happen? 
From the side of the project/beneficiaries

• Perceiving D&E as "tick boxes", not important for the "real work" of 
the project (research)

• Focusing on implementing VS aligning work with the needs of users and 
stakeholders

• Lack of skills (or interest) to effectively consider or share the value and 
possible benefits of the results for wider society

• Lack of knowledge of dissemination and exploitation risks and opportunities
(issues, solutions, other projects)

• Not truly part of the project design

• Often interpreted as an activity after the project lifetime



What’s in it for projects?

Implementing D&E activities can:

• Attract new talents to join their team

• Provide international and interdisciplinary collaboration opportunities

• Improve access to other funding opportunities

• Generate new source of income if commercial exploitation takes place, 

• Contribute to societal goals thereby providing more visibility/prestige to the 
researcher/institution

• Influence policy development in your discipline/field



Key Tools for D&E

• H2020 Dashboard 

• CORDIS

• The common D&E "Boosters"

• Innovation Radar (IR)

13



H2020 Dashboard: Concept and Audience

 Frequently refreshed, one click stop shop for H2020 data

 Modern visual analytics (data discovery tool) 

 Complete picture (non-confidential data on  proposals and 
projects)

 Participant Portal (go public, go mobile): 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/
projectresults/index.html
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/projectresults/index.html


 The point of reference to seek information on EC funded research 
projects, public available, highly visited

 Products and services offered:

 Publishable summaries for H2020

 Results Packs

 Enhanced Results in Brief

H2020 public deliverables and Publications

 Publish your own article/news item on CORDIS

CORDIS 



New D&E Boosters - 2019! 
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 EC offers a number of D&E services to beneficiaries in order 
to boost their D&E activities and build up D&E capacity

 Project "cluster" approach 

 New procurement in progress (4-yrs FWC): New calls for 
expression of interest to open in spring 2019

 Notification through the Participant Portal



Innovation Radar (IR)

 A data-driven methodology to deliver intelligence on
 The innovations emerging from the projects

 The innovators: who and where?

 Market readiness: how can we help them to get to the market? 

 Structured systematic data without increasing reporting for 
beneficiaries or POs 

 Not topic-specific approach 

www.innoradar.eu
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http://www.innoradar.eu/


• Secure expert recommendations for increasing the 
potential of your innovations

• Opportunity to reveal previously unseen value in your 
innovations.

• Identify other EU initiatives that can meaningfully support 
your ongoing work.

• See the trend of your 'innovation performance' .

• Provoke new reflections on your work and how it can be 
made more meaningful and relevant for the 'real world'.

• Find investors for your innovations or additional funding 
opportunities

• www.innoradar.eu

IR - Benefits for project consortia

http://www.innoradar.eu/


Resources supporting beneficiaries

 Resources currently accessible for beneficiaries

o H2020 online manual & Participant portal

o Dissemination and Exploitation – to be expanded with more concrete guidance on D&E

o Open Access and Data Management

o Communication

o H2020 Glossary

o IPR helpdesk 

o Guidance

o Helpline

o Trainings

o Brochure

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/grant-management/dissemination-of-results_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-dissemination_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/grant-management/communication_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/library
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/Helpline
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/training
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/files/EU-IPR-Brochure-Boosting-Impact-C-D-E.pdf


“We need to pay a lot of attention to helping 
science, research, innovation results feed into 
market deployment”

Jean-Eric Paquet, DG RTD, European Commission

D&E is a catalyser for impact creation and market uptake


