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Protected areas coverage in Europe – EEA work on reporting 

Protected areas annual reporting flows:

• Natura 2000

• Nationally designated areas 

• Emerald network

-> EU policies

-> Connections to the work at global level, e.g. Kunming-
Montreal GBF
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Protected areas coverage in Europe – datasets and indicators
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Protected areas coverage – current MPAs coverage
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/ims/marine-protected-areas-in-europes-seas

This information is compiled to produce statistics on protected areas coverage 
at EU, biogeographical regions and MS level

12,1%

https://www.eea.europa.eu/ims/marine-protected-areas-in-europes-seas


Protected areas – MPAs coverage

At MS level
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/ims/marine-protected-areas-in-europes-seas
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Protected areas coverage – analysis by marine regions

*Based on Natura 2000 data reported by end 2020 and Nationally designated areas 2021
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- Relevant to track progress towards the 30% target at the marine regions level
- Takes into account protected areas designated under RSCs as well
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Protected areas in Europe – beyond coverage

• Thematic areas of work
• Strict protection
• OECMs
• Management effectiveness

• Work on the concepts and approaches
• Revisions of the dataflows formats
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Thank you
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