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Highlights from OECD/Bloomberg Survey 

on Innovation Capacity in Cities 

Top 3 important factors supporting 

innovation in cities :

 Leadership commitment & support

 Strong team/dedicated staff

 Focus on data and measurement 

I NTERNAL BARRI ERS

● W eak  w or kp lace  i ncen t ives

● L im i t ed  budge ts / f i sca l
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Opportunity for development:

Only 16% of cities* systematically monitor 

and conduct comprehensive evaluations of local 

innovation strategy
*cities surveyed For more on innovation capacity in cities visit: 

https://cities-innovation-oecd.com/
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Key messages

• Favorable EU frameworks in place. On the one

hand integrated and place-based approach is

gaining importance in EU innovation policy, and on

the other hand cities are regaining control of the

innovation agenda at local level

• EU integrated approach to urban development

has built capacity for city administrations to perform

activities conducive to innovation

• Better coordination with the EU innovation agenda

promoted by Cohesion Policy, which is

operationalised through Smart Specialisation
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