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Local Autonomy Index for the European countries (1990-2014): Sweden (SWE)

Self-rule
1. Institutional depth
According to the Swedish Local Government Act, local authorities are free to take on any tasks that are not the responsibility of any other levels of government.
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Sweden scores 3.
2. Policy scope
	
	Point
	Explanation

	Education
	2
	Although an increasing share of schools are independent, municipalities provide all resources to them.

	Social assistance
	2
	

	Primary health services
	0-0.5
	From 1992, municipalities are in charge of health care in the home (in particular for the elderly). County councils/regions are the main provider of health care in Sweden and had total control before 1992

	Land use
	2
	

	Public transport
	0.5
	This function is usually shared with county/regional authorities

	Housing
	1
	Not mandatory, but some municipalities take on extensive functions

	Police
	0
	Not a local government function

	Caring functions
	1
	Fully a municipal function


3. Effective political discretion
	Education
	1
	Municipalities have full control over municipal schools (which are the majority). Municipalities cannot decide on the number and location of independent schools and on the employment and payment of their teachers

	Social assistance
	2
	

	Primary health services
	0.5
	Municipal have control over their own health care provision, although this is a small share compared to the responsibility of county councils

	Land use
	2
	Municipalities decide independently on zoning and building permits

	Public transport
	0.5
	Municipalities decide only partly about public transport in their area, as this is a joint responsibility with county/regional authorities

	Housing
	1
	Fully responsible to decide on town development and the provision of public housing (but not private)

	Police
	0
	No such functions

	Caring functions
	1
	Can fully decide on the level of caring offered


4. Fiscal autonomy

Municipalities set the rate of a proportional personal income tax without any restrictions. However, during the period 1991-93, a temporary limit was introduced, by financially punishing municipalities that increased the tax in a way that made it effectively impossible. 
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5. Financial transfer system
The proportion of unconditional transfers is not easy to calculate but is likely to have been around 80 % of all transfers during the whole period.
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6. Financial self-reliance

On average, tax revenue and fees has amounted to between 70 and 80 percent of municipal income.
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7. Borrowing autonomy

There are no restrictions on borrowing
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8. Organisational autonomy

The municipal council elects executives and the municipality may decide elements of the electoral system (e.g. the number of council seats within certain limits and the division into constituents). In addition, municipalities can hire staff and choose organisational structure without limitations.
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Interactive rule
9. Legal protection

Local self-government is constitutionally protected but there are no means for local government to challenge infringements of this protection, for example in the courts system.
CODING
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10. Administrative supervision

On the whole, supervision aims at controlling only legality of municipal decisions although there is also supervision of the actual content of provision within the welfare sector, although not as detailed as suggested by score 1. 
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11. Central or regional access

There are no formal mechanisms of municipal representation at the central level, but local government is frequently consulted through different channels at various stages of the policy process and have considerable influence.
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Sweden scores 2.
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