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1. GENERAL RULES

1.1
Award Categories

There are five RegioStars Award categories for 2011. These categories fall under three themes as follows:

I. Economic competitiveness theme

1) Networking and cluster initiatives supporting regional growth and SMEs access to global markets
2) Anticipating economic change
II. Low carbon economy theme

3) Promoting sustainable energy in cities (“CityStar” category)
4) Integrated, clean urban transport projects (“CityStar” category)
III. Information and communication theme
5) Promotional photo of a co-funded project
In addition to the Jury award under category 5, the Commission will organise an online public vote on the shortlisted promotional photos. Thereby allowing two awards under this category.
1.2 
Entries

There are 271 NUTS-2 regions
 in Europe. Either the Member State or the most relevant structural funds managing authority
 whose programme covers the relevant NUTS-2 regions may submit a maximum of three project entries. 

Likewise, the managing authority2 for any INTERREG (2000-2006), Urban (2000-2006) or European Territorial Cooperation programme (2007-2013) may submit a maximum of three themes on behalf of the programme they are managing. 
The managing authority of each programme can therefore submit a maximum of three applications for each of the programmes it manages as follows:  

	Theme I: Economic competitiveness 
	Each NUTS 2 region may submit one project in one of the two categories

	Theme II: Low carbon economy in cities (CityStar categories) 
	Each NUTS 2 region may submit one project in one of the two categories

	Theme III: Information and Communication 
	Each NUTS 1 or 2 region may submit one application linked to a relevant operational programme.


1.3
How to submit an application form

Applications should be submitted by the Managing authority (national or regional) on behalf of the (lead) project partner and sent to the following e-mail address:
REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu.  

Municipalities or cities wishing to submit their co-funded project should seek the agreement of their relevant managing authority2.  

In relation to Category 5, the application must include: 

1. One photo in JPG format
2. A description of the project featured in the photo. See eligibility criteria and application form for more details. 
Applications will be examined by an independent jury taking into account eligibility and award criteria. Only applications which satisfy the first phase of the evaluation (eligibility) will be admitted to the second phase (pre-selection of finalists/award). 
See below for further details.

1.4
Deadline 

Applications should be sent no later than 16 July 2010.

1.5 
Contact information

All enquiries should be sent by e-mail to this address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

2.1. 
General criteria

a) The project has been co-financed under the European Regional Development Fund or the Cohesion Fund or Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) after 1 January 2000. 

b) Applications should be sent no later than 16 July 2010 to the following e-mail address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu  

c) Applications must be submitted by an EU structural funds Managing Authority2 for a regional or national programme. Managing authorities are free to use whatever selection process they deem appropriate to choose their candidates. 
d) Applications must be made by completing the relevant entry form and be submitted preferably in English. Where not possible, in French or German. This will allow applications to be processed more rapidly.
2.2. 
The specific eligibility criteria for thematic categories 1-4 
The following eligibility criteria will be used by the Jury:

a) The initial project is finalised or is sufficiently advanced to demonstrate impacts in the region, locality or urban area (i.e. the availability of an evaluation report supporting the application). 

b) The project must be able to demonstrate that it has been proactive in mobilising relevant partners in the project and /or in sharing its experiences.

2.3. 
The specific eligibility criteria for category 5
The following eligibility criteria will be used by the Jury:

a) The project captured on the photo and described in the project description refers to the programming periods 2007-2013 or 2000-2006.
b) The photo has been demonstrably used for highlighting the European Union's regional policy. Evidence is provided by the applicant. 
c) The photo is submitted as a high resolution JPG. 

d) A project description in English is enclosed, with the following information: project name, location, total project budget, EU funding contribution. An explanation as to why the project was funded i.e. how it contributes to the programme strategy and/or why the project matters to the region, should also be included. The text of the project description should not exceed 3000 characters (with spaces). The application form provided separately must be used for this purpose. 


Where possible, please provide an abstract in French and German. 
Please note that the Directorate-General for Regional Policy reserves the right to use and duplicate the photo and project description in online, print and other media (e.g. posters or stands). 
3. AWARD CRITERIA

3.1
Award criteria for thematic categories 1-4
a) Innovative character of the project

b) Impact or expected impact of the project in terms of initial objectives 

c) Expected sustainability of the project: Evidence could include development towards self-financing or demonstration that the project has or will be part of a succession of projects sequentially funded by other EU financial instruments.
d) Project’s results in enhancing local, regional and interregional partnerships: Evidence could include demonstration that the project was inspired by another region’s project/programme or shared with another region.
3.2
Award criteria for category 5 - Information and communication
a) Quality and visual impact of the photo: it tells the story of the project well, is aesthetic and of high quality. For example, the human dimension of a project is well captured and/or an unusual angle has been chosen. 
b) The project photo has contributed to increasing the visibility of European regional policy: this will be judged based on evidence provided by the applicant. How has the photo been used in communication activities? Did it feature in news articles, or on posters, postcards etc? What messages on regional policy were conveyed? Was it part of a communication strategy? Demonstrate the impact these activities had.
c) The project description is complete, correct and informative: inter alia, the following elements should be explained: the European dimension of the project; the results of the project, and the contribution of the project to the region's development strategy. If possible, cite the reactions or opinions from a beneficiary.
4. SUPPORTING GUIDANCE ON THE AWARD CATEGORIES 

A general description of the categories and an indication of the projects that could be relevant for meeting the award criteria are presented below.

I. 
COMPETITIVENESS THEME

CATEGORY 1: Networking and cluster initiatives supporting regional growth and SMEs access to global markets 

Effectively exploiting global market opportunities or reaching market niches present important challenges for SMEs.  Clusters and business networks are essential tools for regional success in supporting SMEs to broaden their market reach and to tackle the main barriers to SMEs co-operation. 

Projects proposed in this category could include:  

· Clusters having promoted the development of start-ups and/or the development of  new products and services 

· Business services aimed to develop and update managerial skills and/or to provide specific expertise and access to finance through tailor-made support to SMEs 

· Innovative networking projects that lead to increase international cooperation among clusters and resulted in internationalisation of SMEs 

· Clusters that had successfully implemented the triple helix model in a region and resulted in increased growth and employment 

· Innovative international co-operation supporting cross-fertilisation projects between different business branches and aiming at setting-up new clusters or business networks.

CATEGORY 2: Projects anticipating economic change

The EU 2020 vision proposes that the exit from the current crisis should be the point of entry into a new sustainable social market economy. Future prosperity will come from innovation, where the key input will be knowledge, and from using resources more efficiently. Crises have always shown that regional economies must permanently transform and renew in order to tackle future challenges. Projects proposed shall describe the policy tools that have underpinned the economic transformation agenda and regional adaptability to change in the recent past. 

Examples of the projects that could be submitted include:

· Use of dedicated innovation strategies, economic intelligence or foresight exercises to anticipate and adapt to economic change, thus promoting improvements of productivity within a sector

· Use of innovative policy tools in order to promote productivity growth within sectors and/or shifts between sectors (i.e. restructuring, diversification) through innovation in a broad sense, including better use of existing technology and resource and new management and organisation techniques

· Successful development of entrepreneurship and innovation-based incubation policies to promote economic transformation and renewal by developing new, future oriented economic activities in the region.
II. 
LOW CARBON ECONOMY THEME

CATEGORY 3: Energy efficient buildings (“CityStar” category)

Buildings represent around 40% of CO2 emissions in the EU. To achieve the EU's 2020 goals in reducing CO2 emissions it is therefore essential to improve the energy efficiency in this sector. To speed up the investments it is necessary to spread the experience gained in the various approaches promoting energy efficiency in buildings. Regarding their impact, the proposed projects will be assessed in terms of the leverage achieved for CP funding, the number of buildings improved/m2, or other relevant indicators. 

Examples of the projects that could be submitted include:

· Schemes raising home owners or businesses awareness of the advantages of investing in energy efficiency and / or providing incentives to such investment

· Projects or schemes targeting energy efficiency improvements  in public buildings 
· Projects or schemes aimed at improving energy efficiency in public housing or housing projects for disadvantaged groups.


CATEGORY 4: Integrated, clean urban transport projects (“CityStar” category)

Urban transport is an important priority across Europe for two main reasons. It is a key element in determining the attractiveness of cities to citizens and businesses while at the same time urban mobility accounts for 40% of all CO2 emissions of road transport because of the large dependence on oil based fuels. Cities in all Member States face the challenge of developing integrated strategies to address many linked issues, such as urban congestion, pollution, accessibility, road safety and transport infrastructures that do not meet the needs of all groups. 

The EU Action Plan for Urban Mobility (September 2009), set out the full range of options to face these twin challenges. Examples of the projects that could be submitted, based on the EU action plan, include:
· Development of clean, integrated urban/local transport strategies or projects based upon multiple sustainable transport offers (i.e. bus, tramway, cycle lanes, pedestrian areas, etc.,)
· Projects and schemes promoting the use of innovative clean urban transport modes (biogas buses, electric vehicles…) resulting from recent research and development
· Sustainable urban mobility plans that cover urban, sub-urban and, if applicable, wider metropolitan conurbations, and address passenger and freight transport in an integrated way

· Successful implementation of traffic management systems and intelligent transport systems applications in towns and cities.

III.
COMMUNICATION THEME

CATEGORY 5: Promotional photo of a co-funded project
The RegioStars 2011 award category in the area of Information and Communication is for a "Promotional photo of a co-funded project". The award is available for a photo that captures the essence of a regional policy project in an innovative way. The use of the photo in communication actions will be judged based on evidence provided. A project description, which provides accurate information about the project, including its EU contribution, must also be submitted.
� 	NUTS is the � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/splash_regions.html" \t "_blank" �"Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units"� a single, coherent system for dividing up the European Union's territory in order to produce regional statistics. 


� 	To find your structural funds managing authority check on RegioAtlas: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm�  In some cases national Managing Authorities delegate responsibility to regional bodies ("Delegated Managing Authorities"). In such cases the delegated Managing Authority may apply.





PAGE  
6

