	[image: image1.wmf]
	COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES


European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

An integrated framework that allows the European Union and Member States to identify needs and match them to the available resources through co-ordination of appropriate policies, thus enabling the Baltic Sea Region to enjoy a sustainable environment and optimal economic and social development.

ANNEX 5

 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTEGRATED MARITIME POLICY

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTEGRATED MARITIME POLICY

The strong maritime component of the Strategy is an important part of the process towards the regional implementation of the Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union (IMP) 
  in the Baltic Sea region. Maritime actions form a substantial part of the Strategy; they are split between different priority areas and horizontal actions. Thus, the key factors for success in implementing the maritime part of the Strategy will depend on ensuring links between these different maritime actions, such as development of maritime transport taking into account safety requirements and promoting clean shipping as well as enhanced maritime careers, developing sustainable fisheries and at the same time preserving marine biodiversity. In a similar vein, effective coordination inside the Member States, as well as through cross-border networks, including links with Russia, will be necessary. To achieve this, the cross-sectoral and integrated approach of the IMP is an important tool. 

The Strategy serves as a platform for establishing a maritime community in the Region. Regional organisations, such as the Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS), the Baltic Sea Parliamentary conference (BSPC) and the Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Co-operation (BSSSC), have established working groups on Maritime policy. The Commission welcomes this development and encourages further cooperation and dialogue among them, with the aim to align their activities better in order to achieve the maritime objectives of the Strategy. Furthermore, the coherent and pro-active implementation of maritime actions in the Strategy could also serve to establish positive examples and best practices to be shared with other sea-basins.  
Overall progress in the implementation of the maritime component of the Action Plan is promising: 
Progress in implementing horizontal maritime actions, such as the development of maritime governance structures in the Member States, the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the development of Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) around the Baltic and in particular, cross-border cooperation on MSP and the European Marine Observation Data Network and improved socio-economic data ensure that policies related to the Baltic sea are no longer developed in isolation, but take account of connections and synergies with other policy areas. 

The EUSBSR also offers the opportunity to test some new ideas. In fisheries, in addition to achieving sustainable fisheries, the Strategy provides the opportunity to elaborate and test new approaches, as discussed in the Green paper on the reform of the CFP
, such as the regionalisation and strengthening of stakeholder involvement in fisheries management. The establishment of the BaltFish Forum is an important step.     

The Baltic Sea region aims to become a model maritime region for clean shipping and a leading region in maritime safety and security. In addition to reducing the environmental footprint, initiatives in the Baltic Sea that lead to clean and energy-efficient ships, and new technologies such as offshore renewable wind energy, also contribute to creating new jobs and new economic opportunities. 

The human element is crucial to maritime safety and security, and therefore the Commission welcomes the special focus and progress on enhanced maritime careers development, through facilitated mobility between sea and land-based jobs. Maritime clusters will play a key role. 

The Commission takes note of progress in integrating maritime surveillance systems and looks forward to further efforts and active engagement in this area through cross-border and cross-sectoral projects and studies. 

More progress is expected in maritime actions contributing to sustainable intermodal transport systems, such as developing short sea shipping, Motorways of the Sea and establishing the Maritime Transport Space without Borders.
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