
Cohesion Open Data
Inform EU

October 2023 

John WALSH

DG REGIO, Policy Directorate



Since 2015, the platform 

publishes unique data on EU 

budget programmes based on:

1) adopted programmes and 

2) regular monitoring of 

finances and achievements 

(common indicators).

3) EU commitments and 

payments (ABAC) 

4) Other …. 

Cohesion Open Data Platform: what is it?  



Cohesion
Open Data

+ 

Cohesion
monitoring 
system

Cohesion 

Open Data

1. Corporate reporting / AAR 

/ Programme statements

2. Management Information 

3. Data quality: Monitoring 

scorecards

4. Programme Monitoring:

- Investment categorisation

- Common Indicators 



Source Data

Adopted Programmes 

(investment plans, indicator

choice and targets )

**SFC

• Financial tables: Planned total amounts from

annual plan

• Categorisation tables: categorisation 

dimensions – planned amounts

• Indicator tables: baselines / milestones / 

targets

What are the main sources of data? 
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Transmission of data (CPR Art 

42) (Updates on implementation

2-5 times a year)

**SFC

• All categorisation dimensions – selected and 

spent values

• Indicator values from selected / 

implemented operations
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EU commitments + payments

**ABAC/SUMA

• EC accounting system
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Other data • Eurostat linked to regular Cohesion Reports

• Data from studies

• REGIO analysis / composite indicators (RCI, 

SPI, etc.) manually collected



Three levels available to explore:

1. Website with curated visualisations by country / fund / theme

2. Interactive data stories: exploring the data in more detail with narrative / 

explanatory texts (Climate tracking, REACT-EU, COVID response, …)

3. Rich open data: Download, visualise, build analysis with structured datasets

Users: +/- 1 Million hits a year; National and regional stakeholders, ECA, EPRS, EP 

contractors, think tanks, evaluation contractors, general public.

NB: ODP complements Inforegio website and Kohesio project database 

Cohesion Open Data Platform 

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.cfm
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/


• Home page

• Cohesion policy (Investment in Jobs and Growth IJG)

Overview page + theme pages

• Fund / country pages / programmes

New Funds for 2021-2027 showing adopted programmes.

1. Tour of the extended Cohesion ODP













Programme pages 21-27 - link

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/programmes


Finances 
planned
charts



EU payments 2021-2027 **NEW 08/23**



Achievements charts



2. Data stories - Link

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/datastories


• Long term historic record of EU 

investment by NUTS 2 regio; 

=> allows modelling of impacts 

• COVID-19 response

• React-EU (NGEU)  

• Climate tracking, Biodiversity

tracking, and more

Data for independent evaluation and analysis

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Historic-EU-payments-by-region-1988-2018/47md-x4nq
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/CORONAVIRUS-DASHBOARD-COHESION-POLICY-RESPONSE/4e2z-pw8r
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/mdt2-qvkd/
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/d6tf-zqvc


• Access open data from the catalogue or from links under chart titles

• Check metadata page for a description of the data, refresh,  users and for tips

on data use (metadata page example)

• Filter datasets

• Download datasets (see user guide annex) 

• Odata links for local analysis

3. Open Data resources

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/browse?limitTo=datasets
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/2021-2027-Categorisation/2021-2027-Finances-details-categorisation-multi-fu/hgyj-gyin
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Cohesion-Open-Data-User-Guide/cf5w-2b26#6.2-filtering-filtered-views
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Cohesion-Open-Data-User-Guide/cf5w-2b26
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Cohesion-Open-Data-User-Guide/cf5w-2b26#6.3.2-dynamic-export-with-an-odata-link


• Financial categorisation system:
• Annex 1 of 2021 CPR Regulation (EU) 2021/1060

• Data story on 2021-2027 categorisation system

• Common output and result indicators:
• Annex I of ERDF/CF Regulation (EU) 2021/1058

(Annex 2 identifies a subset of corporate indicators)

• Annex III of JTF Regulation (EU) 2021/1056

• SWD(2021)198 Performance, monitoring and evaluation provides meta data for 

ERDF/CF/JTF common indicators

• Annexes I-IV of ESF+ Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 

• ESF+Common Indicator Toolbox - October 2021

Key elements of the monitoring system 2021-2027

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1060&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1056&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/information-sources/publications/evaluations-guidance-documents/2021/performance-monitoring-and-evaluation-of-the-european-regional-development-fund-the-cohesion-fund-and-the-just-transition-fund-in-2021-2027_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1057&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/system/files/documents/documents/toolbox-october-2021_0.pdf


2023

✓Programme pages for 2021-2027 adopted programmes

✓New 2021-2027 data stories on gender tracking, climate action, biodiversity, 

Digital Transition, Just Transition Fund and more

✓Data on EU payments under adopted programmes

❑Cross link to 2014-2020 funded projects on Kohesio

Early 2024

❑Open Data on CAP strategic plans

❑Data on 1 year of implementation of 2021-2027 programmes

Next major developments



• Website

• Blog

• FAQ

• User Guide to ODP

• User guide to visualisation

• Browse data stories

• 2023 User survey 

Useful resources

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Cohesion-Open-Data-blog/qdjm-fjer
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Frequently-Asked-Questions/jxcd-m4vy
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/Cohesion-Open-Data-User-Guide/cf5w-2b26/
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/ESIF-Open-Data-User-guide-only-6-4-visualizations-/pyhc-jasq/
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/datastories
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Cohesion-open-data-platform-survey-2023
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