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community-led grassroots 

initiatives





AGENDA

1. 15 mins Presentation & Q&A:

Localising the European Green Deal

● About ECOLISE

● Process: Time for Collective Action Manifesto

● Content: Policy demands from the Manifesto

1. 10 mins Exchange in small groups

1. 15 mins Exchanges in the plenary

1. 5 mins   Next steps



About ECOLISE…

50 members in 24 European countries

● learning !

● action !

● advocacy !

● exchange !

● cooperation !

● knowledge development !

Three original and main movements represented: Transition, 

Ecovillages, Permaculture but also ICLEI Europe  – Local 

Governments for Sustainability, educational and scientific 

players such as Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) 

Wales/ UK, DRIFT Rotterdam/ NL  & others



Community Supported 

Agriculture initiatives

Community-Led Initiatives 
are diverse…

(Urban) Community gardens

Traditional local communities

Local Action Groups (LAGs) 

from the CLLD programme

Community-driven businesses 

and cooperatives, community 

currencies

Co-housing, communes, 

squats, spiritual communities

…





Process: participatory advocacy: The Manifesto = 
Outcome of coworking with > 900 persons from > 
140 organisations

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/


Deliberation process 



Deliberation process 



Launch of the Manifesto - Main Policy event 
7 Nov 2023 with > 500 people

If we do not build a bridge 

between local governments and 

EU levels of policy such as the 

European Commission, we won’t 

be able to create the just 

transition.

Tom Meeuws, Deputy Mayor of 

Antwerp, BE

The current economic model, which is 

based on growth, is seen as something 

that has no alternative. And this is 

dangerous.

Philippe Lamberts, MEP and Co-

President of the Greens/European Free 

Alliance

We need hope. You can’t tell 

people the planet is on fire but 

there is no exit or escape.

Maria Serra Olivella, Youth 

Activist



ENERGISER!!!

Stretch, take a breath, look at 
something …

GREEN…

Time for questions…



Campaign phase: #TimeforCollectiveAction



Call to action: sign the manifesto!



Goals of the campaign: ECOLISE way of doing advocacy



Goals of the campaign: 
Advocate for citizens and communities as agents of change … 

and a strong European Green Deal

IPCC report (2022): Chapter 18: Climate Resilient Development Paths

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/chapter/chapter-18/


Campaign mechanism



The power of storytelling

Stories have the power to 
change behaviours and thought 
patterns, leading to positive 

outcomes

Storytelling goes beyond creating 
awareness, it creates empathy. 

Empathy leads to action

Stories bring people together,
and inspire change



Storytelling

● Framing core messages 

● Empowering campaign partners to speak in their own voice: producing 

diversified stories around these core messages.



Partnership concept

● Read the Time for Collective Action Manifesto

and support its content

● Communicate the campaign to your networks -

in whatever way you wish 

Being a partner is 

simple!

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/


Collaboration: Over 60 confirmed campaign 

partners 2024 who support the Time for 

Collective Action Manifesto

… we invite 
you to join us!

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/
https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/


ENERGISER!!!

Stretch, take a breath, look at 
something …

GREEN…

Time for questions…



Key policy asks from grassroots initiatives to EU 
level policies / European Green Deal 

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/


IPCC report (2022): Chapter 18: Climate Resilient Development Paths

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/chapter/chapter-18/


Key messages for localisation of the EGD

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/


Key messages for localisation of the EGD

https://communitiesforfuture.org/10-theses-campaign/time-for-collective-action-manifesto/


Key messages for localisation of the EGD



Key messages for localisation of the EGD



Key messages for localisation of the EGD



ENERGISER!!!

Stretch, take a breath, look at 
something …

GREEN…

Time for questions…



Exchanges (10 mins) 

… turn to your 2 

neighbours, introduce 

yourself and have an 

exchange on the 

proposed questions…

What are your experiences with 

European Green Deal  

implementation/ localisation 

overall? Do you have any 

experiences involving 

community-led initiatives?

How useful and accessible are the funds under the 

CPR for EGD implementation overall? For grassroots 

initiatives specifically?

What could be the role of the CPR 

partners to advocate for a swift 

localisation of a strong European 

Green Deal in the next policy cycle?

For grassroots initiatives 

specifically?



Exchanges in the Plenary 
(15 mins)

What are your experiences with 

European Green Deal  

implementation/ localisation 

overall? Do you have any 

experiences involving 

community-led initiatives?



How useful and 

accessible are the funds 

under the CPR for 

European Green Deal 

implementation overall? 

For grassroots initiatives 

specifically?



What could be the role of the 

CPR partners to advocate for a 

swift localisation of a strong 

European Green Deal in the 

next policy cycle? For 

grassroots initiatives 

specifically?



Thank you for your attention! 

Please get in touch: 

ECOLISE contacts: policy team:

Nina Klein nina.klein@ecolise.eu

Laurence Modrego laurence.modrego@ecolise.eu

www.ecolise.eu

www.communitiesforfuture.org

http://timeforcollectiveaction.eu (Time for Collective Action Manifesto dedicated website 

- for signatories)

mailto:nina.klein@ecolise.eu
mailto:laurence.modrego@ecolise.eu
http://www.ecolise.eu
http://www.communitiesforfuture.org
http://timeforcollectiveaction.eu


THANK YOU!

info@ecolise.eu
www.ecolise.eu
www.communitiesforfuture.org

http://www.ecolise.eu
http://www.communitiesforfuture.org
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