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EDITORIAL

This edition of Panorama examines the role of regional policy in helping Member States reach the EU’s
2020 strategy targets, delivering high levels of employment, productivity and social cohesion.

The 2020 strategy focuses on the three interlinked areas of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. This
integrated approach addresses the main challenges facing Europe, both currently and in the decade to
come, such as an ageing population, insufficiently qualified workforces, the need for increased innovation,
the relation between economic growth and environmental degradation, and energy security.

The European Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion Fund provide the necessary investment
framework and delivery system to make Europe 2020 work.

This edition of Panorama takes a closer look at what regional policy is doing now to foster smart, sustainable
and inclusive growth in the EU. With its long experience in working locally, and its emphasis on cooperation
throughout the Union, regional policy ensures the direct involvement of citizens in the development of
projects on the ground and the efficient use of resources.

We examine the strategy’s three strands, interview key people on the themes of smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth in their own regions, and present projects from all over Europe which, day by day, further
the aims of Europe 2020.

Through smart support for projects and programmes which directly benefit citizens in their regions,
regional policy will build on its experience helping regions learn from each other and work together to
make funding go further.

Going forward, achieving the Europe 2020 goals will require active involvement across all regions of the
EU, and regional policy is by their side to accomplish these targets.

Happy reading!

Dirk Ahner
Director-General

Directorate-General for Regional Policy
European Commission
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It has been along haul, and sometimes quite a struggle, but
I am happy to say that we have been successful. In these
difficult times where we still feel the impact of the economic
and financial crisis, the Commission has expressed its full
trust in regional policy to contribute to the recovery of
Europe's economy.

It has proposed an ambitious budget for regional policy
that | am confident is sufficient to allow us to do our job
and do it well: €336 billion, or €376 billion when taking into
account the new Connecting Europe Facility.

But the future budget is only one issue. The other element
that makes me very proud is the support which our ideas

on the reform of regional policy have received such as the
alignment with the Europe 2020 objectives, the thematic
concentration of resources on a limited menu of priorities,
and a stronger focus on results and performance.

As everyone knows very well, my main priority was to secure
an agreement for a regional policy that will serve ALL
European regions, at the same time defending the focus and
the priority position of the poorest regions.

We have achieved this by replacing the current architecture
with a new one distinguishing three categories of regions:
less developed regions with a GDP/head of less than 75%
of the EU average, transition regions with a GDP/head
between 75% and 90%, and more developed regions with
a GDP/head of more than 90%.

On the basis of our proposal, more than 80% of the budget
will be invested in the less developed regions and Member
States, including transition regions. For each euro spent in
the EU-15, more than €5 will be spent in the EU-12, an increase
of more than 30% compared to the current period.

This shows that our proposal constitutes a clear and robust
increase in our efforts for the poorest regions and Member
States, particularly in the EU-12. But it also allows us to
maintain a critical mass of investments in the more
; l'| developed regions of the EU.
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There is a lot of interest in the new category of
transition regions: can you explain it a bit more?

The objective of a new transition system is to ensure a fair,
balanced and politically acceptable cohesion budget. It
allows for differentiating EU support in terms of the level of
funding available, selecting priority areas for investment,
and applying different EU co-financing rates. This will allow
us to support the process of economic transition more
smoothly and will be better adapted to the use of regional
policy funds to contribute to Europe 2020 objectives.

Through the new transition system, the EU will support not
only those regions which will move out of convergence and
could experience an economic shock due to the sudden
dropin EU funding, but also all those regions whose GDP/
capita is currently higher than 75% of the EU average,
but which still have not reached a fully accomplished
economic transition.

This is particularly important in the current
economic context where many transition regions
have been hit hard by the economic and financial
crisis while undergoing far-reaching reforms to
improve their competitiveness.

What does the Commission proposal
mean for your efforts to reinforce the
urban dimension of regional policy?

The proposal of the Commission confirms the
key role of sustainable urban development for
regional policy. This shouldn't come as a surprise
given the importance of cities for the success of
Europe 2020.

Cities are the centres of specialisation and innovation.
But many of them struggle with the transition to the
knowledge economy. Cities are at the forefront of climate
change as they host the largest share of population and
economic activities. Therefore, more needs to be done to
foster less energy-intensive transport modes and to improve
the energy efficiency of buildings.

Finally, cities host a disproportionate share of society

problems and the poor. Especially in more developed
Member States, unemployment, poverty and deprivation
are concentrated in cities.

This is the reason our forthcoming legislative package will
strengthen the urban dimension of regional policy and the

application of its partnership principle.

Liberty Square, Brno,
Czech Republic
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What are the other elements in the new design of
regional policy for 2014-20 which you consider to
be important?

First of all, with a view to promote trans-European networks
in the areas of transport, energy and information and
communication technologies, a new Connecting Europe
Facility has been set up under the heading of regional policy.
The Connecting Europe Facility will be centrally managed
and will be funded by a dedicated budget, but part of the
Cohesion Fund allocation (€10 billion) will be ring-fenced to
finance core transport networks under this new Facility.

Secondly, as the Union faces growing challenges of shortfalls
in skills levels, under-performing active labour market policy
and education systems, social exclusion and low labour
mobility, we have decided to increase the share of the
European Social Fund (ESF) which is part of the Structural
Funds so that it will represent at least 25% of the cohesion
envelope. To this end, we will establish minimum shares for
the ESF for each category of region.

Finally, in order to support the transition to a resource-
efficient economy, we intend to invest a significant share
of our funds in energy efficiency and renewable
energy, in particular in the more developed
regions and transition regions.

panorama 39

What are the next steps?

In the proposal that has been agreed by the Commission,
there are elements that will mean new ways of working and
for which the implications still have to be fully explored.
Most important, we need to keep in mind that the package
will now be examined in the Council and Parliament. The
first reactions, particularly from the European Parliament
and the Committee of the Regions, are very positive, though
itis clear that this is only the beginning of a long and intense
discussion.

However, | am sure that we are very well positioned for the
next round of debate on our legislative package which will
startin autumn. | feel positive about the future of our policy
and | am proud of the progress that we have managed to

achieve.

Port of Amsterdam, Netherlands



REGIOSTARS

REGIOSTARS: THE AWARDS FOR
REGIONAL INNOVATION PROJECTS

The Commission has organised 4 annual RegioStars awards
since 2008. These awards have been either for innovative
projects in different thematic areas (including CityStar
categories) or for the use of communication tools to promote
EU co-funded programmes.

In that period, more than 270 projects have been nominated
from across the EU-27 and from neighbouring countries
involved in cross-border programmes. From those projects,
100 have been shortlisted as finalists by independent juries
and we have seen 20 award winners.

This map presents the regions of origin of the applicants,
whether individual regions or regions involved in specific
cooperation projects (it does not include the projects
proposed by national programmes or at national level). It
clearly shows those regions that have been most enthusiastic
to share their project examples with their European
counterparts.

. FIND OUT MORE
: Further details of the finalists and the winners over
: these 4 years, including in 2011, are available here:

. http://ec.europa.eu/inforegio/goto.
: cfm?page=regiostars

RegloStars Applicants 2008-2011
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SMART GROWTH

SMART GROW TH -
TARGETED SUPPORT

In the wake of the financial crisis, public
funding across the EU is feeling the squeeze.
But investment in people, innovation and
research is vital if we are to escape the crisis
while still staying ahead of the game.

So what can be done in the face of calls for austerity measures

In a European-wide context, this also implies more strategic
cooperation across borders and territories to build the crucial
links and bridges needed to enhance synergies and develop
joint activities, for instance in developing world-class clusters.

This is an area where territorial cooperation already plays

) ) ] an important role and where future programme objectives
and cuts in funding? Smart choices of what to support and . .
will be strengthened between regions.

the development of regional innovation strategies for smart
specialisation will ensure Europe gets more value for money

while creating the jobs and growth of the future.

Being ‘smart’, encouraging economic growth based on COGERSA: waste disposal organisation.

This site handles waste materials ranging
from heavy marine lubricating oils to
hospital waste, Corvera, Asturias, Spain

knowledge and innovation, is not only about research. It
also means exploring other forms of innovation, such as
social innovation, organisational innovation, improved
marketing, new services and business plans. Maximizing the
capacity forinnovation in all regions is the key to supporting
smart growth — in both the regions that are at the cutting

edge of science and those that are lagging behind.

STRATEGIC COOPERATION

Examples of strategic cooperation are the joint
cluster activities in the Oresund region, the joint
innovation strategy of Berlin and Brandenburg
aligning their support for key clusters in a smart
specialisation mode, as well as the enhanced
cooperation in the CENTROPE region around Vienna,
Brno, Bratislava and Gyor, and in the Eindhoven/
Aachen/Leuven triangle.

Development of miniature chips for the
new generation of mobile phones,
Aalborg, Nordjyllands amt, Denmark
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SMART GROWTH AT A GLANCE

General expenditure on R&D (GERD) measures the money
invested by both the public and private sectors. The Europe
2020 strategy includes the goal of bringing GERD to 3% of GDP,
but performance varies widely across European regions. In
developed countries, GERD tends to be highest in capital regions
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and in the EU, namely in northern countries: Germany, UK,
Sweden and Finland. Only 16 regions have reached their national
2020 targets and effort is required both in regions that have
limited investment, such as those in Spain and Portugal, and in
regions located in countries that perform well in this indicator.
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http://www.scinnopoli.eu
http://www.impactscan.net/default.aspx

SMART GROWTH

A NEW PLATFORM HELPS REGIONS
EXPLORE THEIR INNOVATION ASSETS

To maximise the impact of structural funding
for smartgrowth and innovation, itis necessary
to ensure that regions make optimal use of
their individual strengths and capacities in
this field. The Smart Specialisation Platform
will assist regions to make the most of their
individual assets and work towards excellence.

The platform provides regional and national authorities with
the tools to identify the areas and activities that offer the
best chances to strengthen their competitive edge and to
design tailor-made innovation strategies targeting these
activities.

Concentrating efforts and resources on specific priorities
with a focus on smart growth, these ‘Regional Innovation
Strategies for Smart Specialisation” will not only target
science and technological development, but also foster
complementary initiatives, for instance, to encourage
technology transfer, entrepreneurship and innovation
in services and the public sector.

The platform aims to develop this type of
strategy for all EU regions, as both
developing regions and innovation
leaders stand to benefit from the
initiative.

Pankl Racing Systems: simulation of forging process
of connecting rods for high-performance engines,
Bruck an der Mur, Steiermark

Mutually beneficial partnerships

Pooling expertise from universities, research centres,
businesses and regional authorities, the platform creates
multiple links between these different stakeholders.

It facilitates the exchange of experience, mutual learning
and cooperation through IT tools, training, workshops,
communication toolboxes and peer reviews. Resources such
as methodologies, guidance or research results will be made
available to policy-makers.

Launched by the Commission in June 2011, the platform is
open to all EU regions. It is hosted by the Joint Research
Centre’s Institute for Prospective Technological Studies in
Seville, Spain.

: FIND OUT MORE

. http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/activities/research-and-
. innovation/s3platform.cfm
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AKING OFF AROUND EUROPE

The following four projects are examples of
the breadth of initiatives being carried out
across the European Union to embrace
the opportunities available through the
development of ‘smart growth’ projects.
Along with ‘sustainable’ and ‘innovation
growth’, ‘smart growth’ is one of the
foundations of interventions and
priorities being implemented in
accordance with the overall strategic vision
of Europe 2020, which suggests that both
productivity and innovation will provide the
most effective, long-term opportunities for
Europe’s economic development during the
coming decade.

Smart housing is not just about sound-proofed, economy-
saving and environmentally-proactive housing of the future,
itis also about ‘living spaces’ and what goes into those spaces.

The Multifunctional Furniture Project, a Slovenian project
under the lead partner BREST POHISTVO d.0.0., is leading
the way. BREST, with partners Svea and Kolpa, have developed
technologically-advanced, innovative, high quality and
environmentally-friendly ‘smart’ furniture, designed with
flexibility and responsiveness to match the new interior
design concepts of ‘smart houses'.

So far the partnership has created 17 new jobs and by 2014,
Brest expects to generate €3m in revenues from the project,
Svea €2m and Kolpa about € Tm.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Project duration: April 2009 - !\/lay 2010

ERDF contribution: €2 500 084

Total budget: €7 145900
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Saving space with ‘smart’
multifunctional furniture

Susana Sousa at work in the Biocant
laboratory

‘Enokit’, a cheap, easy-to-use and innovative technology
tool has been developed by Enochip, enabling winegrowers
to detect harmful micro-organisms during the wine
production process. It's quick too, taking less than 24 hours
to get results.

The Enochip consortium of three partners - Biocant (project
leader and leading biotechnology institute), the Cantanhede
Wine Cooperative, and the Municipality of Cantanhede -
from the Centro region of Portugal have indeed come to the
aid of its local winegrowers.

Not only has Enochip helped enhance the quality of wine
produced in the Centro region, but it has in turn strengthened
the local and global market position of this wine growing region.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Jan. 2007 — Dec. 2008

Project duration:

ERDF contribution: €113 /67
€150 089

Total budget:



http://www.brest.si
http://www.biocant.pt/default.aspx

1C-Med consortium during 2nd Inter-Clusters
Workshop seminar in Milan, 27 May 2010

Bringing together 14 partners representing nine European
regions from France, Italy, Spain and Greece, and including
some 55 clusters, the IC-Med project aims to develop and
strengthen cooperation between clusters to work together
on common projects, acting as an ‘inter-cluster transnational
project incubator’.

Itis led by the region of Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (PACA
region), with another regional partner Méditerranée
Technologies involved in communication aspects as well as
workshops dedicated to ‘Professional training for Cluster
Managers’. Méditerranée Technologies also supports
regional SMEs and Labs in their participation in European
research and innovation programmes.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Project duration: June 2009 — I\/\ay 2012

ERDF contribution: €1 425 000

Total budget: €1 900000

Tomasz Refatowicz working
in the PPNT lab

The Poznan Science and Technology Park (PPNT) in the
Wielkopolska region of Poland, is a bridge between academia
and business. It is home to 50 companies, mostly innovative
start-ups, and has been involved in over 80 projects financed
by European funds.

One such PPNT project is the High Technology Incubator,
which covers the Materials, Biomaterials and Information
and Communication Technologies sectors. The aim of the
project is to fill the infrastructure gap for hi-tech start-ups
and laboratory-based services for SMEs in these sectors. It
is an ‘intelligent building’ which offers entrepreneurs a space
to develop ideas and projects, minimising the risks associated
with the implementation of innovations.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Project duration: June 2008 — Aug. 2013
ERDF contribution: €8 410 000

Total budget: €14 200 000
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
CREATING NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Preserving nature and its resources, saving
energy, boosting the take-up of renewable
energy sources and green technologies -
strategic investment in eco-innovation will
not only address the environmental challenges
wearefacing butalso provide new employment
markets and opportunities for growth.

The well-being of Europe’s citizens will correlate directly
with the EU’s ability to harness the potential of the newly
emerging eco-tech markets. Regional policy is a highly
effective mechanism for making sure funding is targeted
strategically to make the most of these opportunities.

Between 2007 and 2013, regional policy is allocating
€105 billion to sustainable growth, and it is
essential that managing authorities make an
additional effort to ‘invest more, invest better".
A close link between regional innovation
policies and investments in the areas of
energy, environment and climate change
will boost job creation, competitiveness
and quality of life at local and regional
level.

European Centre for Renewable Energy, for companies involved in
environmental energy and resources development, Giissing, Burgenland

WHY IT MATTERS
If current trends continue, by 2050, the global

population is expected to have grown by 30% to
around 9 billion, and developing economies will
legitimately aspire to the welfare and
consumption levels of developed countries. We
have to change our patterns of both consumption
and production, and lead the way in developing
innovation-driven, green economies.

panorama 39

Resource-efficient Europe - a call to
action

From energy-efficient buildings to clean urban transport,
strengthening eco-innovation needs smart investment. But
investment needs to be backed up by mainstreaming the
principles of sustainable development throughout policy-
making. Socio-economic partners, civil society, universities
and SMEs all have their role to play to ensure regional
innovation policies are effective.




Dr Harma Albering and the C2CN team
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http://www.c2cn.eu

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH — ECONOMIC
AND ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Environmental degradation, biodiversity
loss, rapid economic development and the
inefficient use of resources can all have
catastrophic consequences on our
environment. This is why sustainable growth
is so important to Europe’s economic
development, as it aims to develop a more
environmentally friendly and competitive
economy in which resources are used in an
effective manner. The four projects below
highlight the important part sustainable
growth plays, as one of the three priorities
of the EU 2020 strategy.

Environmental pressures become
competitive advantages

ENWORKS is a partnership of organisations providing funded
environmental support to more than 11 000 companies in
North West England since 2001, helping save over
€106 million and 450 000 tonnes of CO,.

Its Resource Efficiency support helps companies boost profits
and reduce emissions by using energy, water and materials
more efficiently and embracing sustainable business models.
And its bespoke Online Resource Efficiency Toolkit helps
businesses prioritise, monitor and report on opportunities
to make environmental and financial savings in real-time. Its
most recent three-year programme delivered a net additional
Gross Value Added to the UK economy of €202 million.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Oct. 2009 — March 2013

Project duration:

ERDF contribution: €3 960 000
€10570 000

Total budget:

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.enworks.com/
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Electricity pylons - carrying our energy
to whereiitis needed

Promoting
renewable energies

The MORE4NRG interregional project brings together
12 partners, 11 regions and the Assembly of European
Regions (AER). One of the principal partners is the Italian
region of Abruzzo, in the form of its Regional Energy Agency,
ARAEN, which is a key player in promoting and implementing
renewable energy sources (RES) and energy efficiency
strategies.

The aim of the MORE4NRG project is to strengthen the
delivery of regional strategies for renewable energy sources
and energy efficiency by exchanging best practices, as well
as jointly developing an integrated monitoring tool. The
toolkit will be available for all regions to assess their potential
for RES and energy efficiency, and to monitor progress in the
achievement of their energy targets.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Project duration: April 2011 - Aug. 2014
ERDF contribution: €1 032 084

Total budget: €1326 559

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.more4nrg.eu/pages/home



http://www.enworks.com
http://www.more4nrg.eu/pages/home

Flood and drought prevention rapids in the
Spychowo State Forest District, North East Poland

Flood and drought prevention
for Poland’s forests

Promoting environmentally friendly methods of water
storage, enhancing water retention capacities and improving
hydrological conditions across 178 Forest Districts in Poland
— this is the aim of the Small Scale Water Retention
Programme, under the responsibility of the Coordination
Centre for Environmental Projects (CCEP/CKPS).

The project employs environmentally friendly methods, with
the aim of biodiversity protection. It consists of constructing
water storage facilities and rehabilitating existing systems,
and restoring moor and wetland areas, which includes
building sluices, dikes, stopbanks, floodbanks and small
water retention reservoirs.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Oct. 2007 — Dec. 2014

Project duration:

Cohesion Fund contribution: € 34 500 000
€45 800 000

Total budget:

FIND OUT MORE
http://ckps.pl/ccep/home.html

Re-establishing sand dune ridges
on the Lido de Séte in Marseillan

Shifting sands
to preserve a coastal gem

Increasing pressure from demographic growth, tourism,
traffic and disturbances to ecosystems has been affecting
the Lido de Séte, a 12-km stretch of sand which separates
the Thau lagoon from the Mediterranean Sea near the
southern French city of Montpellier.

However, the Prefecture of the Languedoc-Roussillon Region,
with ERDF support, is managing a project to control damaging
erosion processes by re-establishing sand dune ridges, re-
orientating the road system and developing pedestrian and
cycle paths. Benefits for the local population and businesses
willinclude positive and long-term impacts on tourism, better
traffic flows and protection of the dunes and lagoon areas.

FACTS AND FIGURES
Projectduration:  Aug. 2007 — Dec. 2012
ERDF contribution: €8 098 800

Total budget: €23139500

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.languedoc-roussillon.developpement-
durable.gouv.fr/lido-de-sete-a-marseillan-avis-a1851.html
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
AT A GLANCE

Sustainable growth is made up of many strands,
including mitigation and adaptation to climate
change, energy efficiency and renewable
energy. In this field, the EU Directive on
renewable energy has set targets for all Member
States, including that the EU should reach a 20%
share of energy from renewable sources by
2020. In the transport sector, this share should

reach 10%. This offers an opportunity for the
development of new technologies and
employment.In some EU countries a substantial
share of consumption of energy comes from
renewable sources:43% in Sweden and 29% in
Finland. In contrast, in Malta, Luxembourg and
United Kingdom the share is only 0.1%, 0.9%
and 1.5% respectively.

Renewable energy consumption, 2006, 2008 and the 2020 targets
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INCLUSIVE GROWTH

INCLUSIVE GROWTH
EMBRACING EVERYONE'S
CONTRIBUTION

Europe's population is ageing and our workforce

is struggling to find employment following the Two key initiatives will boost inclusive growth in

financial and economic crisis, at the same time the EU:

globalls.a.tlon ur.Iderllnes our need to be more AGENDA FOR NEW SKILLS AND JOBS

competitive. This means we just can’t afford to _ , ,

be held byl kil disolati e Helping people to acquire new skills, adapt to
e held up by low skills, poverty and isolation. new labour markets and make successful

Inclusive growth aims at ensuring that everyone career shifts.

living in the EU reaches their full potential, ® Modernising labour markets to raise

contributing effectively to Europe’s growth. SRS SVl [E1EG el i
ensure our social model is sustainable.

Over 21% of Europe’s young people are unemployed and

the EU has around 80 million people with low or basic skills. EUROFEAN PLATFORM AGAINST FOVERTY

By 2020, 16 million more jobs will require high qualifications * Working for economic, social and territorial

- acquiring and building on new skills is ever more important. cohes.lon. o o
e Ensuring the basic rights of people living in
Four goals feed into inclusive growth in the EU: poverty and exclusion are respected and
raising Europe’s employment rate — more and better helping them take an active part in society.

e Helping people integrate in the communities

jobs, especially for women, young people and older
where they live, get training, find work and

workers;
helping people of all ages anticipate and manage
change through investment in skills & training; Regional development works to support inclusive

modernising labour markets and welfare growth by reducing disparities between regions,
making sure the benefits of growth reach all

corners of the EU.

access social benefits.

systems;
ensuring the benefits of growth reach all
parts of the EU.

Improving harbour and airport
infrastructure: rescue boat for the airport,
La Réunion, France. Co-financed by the ERDF

=R ORT DE SAINT D




INCLUSIVE GROWTH

INCLUSIVE GROWTH
AT A GLANCE

The Europe 2020 strategy aims to reduce the
number of people at risk of poverty or exclusion
in the EU by 20 million, by 2020. Getting there
will be a challenge and regional policy’s support
for projects that boost employment and
infrastructure, providing people with access to

Population at risk of poverty or exclusion,

opportunities, is a key part of the solution.
North-South divides in Spain, Italy and Belgium
and the juxtaposition of high GDP per head
with high ‘at risk of poverty or exclusion’ rates
underline the complexity of the issue.

AT, BE: 2007-200% avarage

Tese Evrcga 2000 1argel lor eeducing poerly i
a reduciion of the number of people af rsk of
povesty or oiolesion by 30 mikon porsons.

Thas iearraladis inlo & mduction Treen 23% Bo 15%

n panorama 39
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INTERVIEW

CERNIN MARTINEZ YOLDI

General Director of Economic Policy in the Government of Navarra

Mr Cernin Martinez Yoldi is involved in the
design and implementation of public policies
for the economic development of the region
of Navarra, Spain.

“The MODERNA Plan is the Economic Strategy of Navarra
Towards 2030. It has been designed with the participation
of more than 5 000 economic stakeholders and citizens,
approved by the most important political parties, business
associations, trade unions and universities, and passed by
the Regional Parliament with 76% of the votes.

We believe that the Regional Economic Strategy cannot
succeed without the involvement of the economic
stakeholders who will carry out the plan, in a real public-
private partnership.

Sharing ideas

We create a system in which the citizens and companies
of the region can offer their ideas. After reaching
consensus in small groups, among the stakeholders,
these ideas and projects are incorporated in the
economy and challenge the existing
framework.

Our economy cannot develop without
considering the best ideas of every citizen.
Knowledge is in the people who have
professional and personal experiences,
and this knowledge must be shared and
enriched with the views and experiences
of others. This system provides trust for
society and encourages participation.

The sense of belonging and the small size
of the region have also helped to achieve
involvement, trust and social networks.

Equality of opportunity

Education is the most important economic policy in the long
term, and the best way to improve social inclusion. So we
have set objectives in terms of general education of the
whole population, and not only of the most specialised
workers.

We feel that Navarra Towards 2030 has an application beyond
our borders - a society in which everyone participates is
more productive, and inclusion is an aim throughout the EU.
Regional policy support makes it possible for us to reach our

goals through targeted funding.”
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INCLUSIVE GROWTH

INCLUSIVE PROJECTS

WHERE EVERYONE REACH E'S

THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

To highlight what the EU’s regional policy is
doing to support inclusive growth, Panorama
visits one programme and two projects. From
renovating a rundown urban quarter to
providing knowledge-sharing networks and
youth employment opportunities, support is
channelled to ensuring none of Europe’s
capacity is unexploited and no talent falls by
the wayside.

A rundown part of town gets a new
lease of life

From adult training programmes to neighbourhood policing,
regenerating the Jozsefvaros Magdolna quarter in
Budapest is being tackled on many fronts. Its success is
based on involving residents through cooperation and active
participation.

Launched in 2005, the programme aims to improve and
restore the physical environment of the district and boost
the social integration of locals - an integrated approach to
working through the district’s historic problems is the key
to success. The programme knows that problems are often

interdependent.

FACTS AND FIGURES
2007-13

€6 000 000
€8 300 000

Project duration:
EU contribution:

Total budget:

An inner city quarter with a population of 12 000,
Jozsefvaros Magdolna faces serious social and 4
security problems. Between 2002 and 2008 the
district had a higher level of recorded crime '
than any other in Budapest. One third of the
population receives no more than primary
education, one in ten families is affected by
unemployment and half of the population is
Roma, five times as many as in the rest of the
capital.
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A fresh start for the Masolata buildings

DIVERSE SOLUTIONS FOR REHABILITATION

Six separate components combine to breathe new life into
the quarter:

o Renovation of municipal-owned social tenement
houses with involvement and contribution of tenants;

o Renovation of apartment houses - seven
condominiums will be restored as part of Phase II;

o Renewal of public spaces surrounding Matyas Sq., the
creation of non-traffic zones and green areas;

o Operation of the Keszty(igydr Community Centre in
aformer glove factory offering programmes primarily
to children and youth;

o Improvement of employment chances through
education, training and employment programmes
for adults, job-search clubs and job fairs; and

o Crime prevention through neighbourhood policing.

Many other programmes, such as educational school classes
on addiction and crime, restorative programmes, special
care for addicts, and the casual employment of the homeless
are all indirect means aimed at improving public safety.

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.rev8.hu/


http://www.rev8.hu

‘SPEED STARS' selected by
Wolverhampton's staff and by their peers

g

When it comes to finding tomorrow’s entrepreneurs and
making sure that young people are able to exploit their career
opportunities, SPEED’s support of recent graduates can give
them the leg up they need.

Students on the cusp of becoming entrepreneurs are given
the opportunity to start up in a sheltered environment,
“Regional policy support allowed us to extend our reach,
says programme manager Steve Moore. He explains that the
programme SPEED, based at the University of Wolverhampton
in the UK, will have supported over 500 ventures when it

finishes.

FACTS AND FIGURES

Project

duration: March 2009 — June 2012
€2 800 000
€5 700 000

EU contribution:

Total budget:
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Giving citizens the chance to share ideas and visions of
innovative approaches to reshaping their regions, the project
experiments with new ways of co-producing public policies
within French regional governments.

‘How can we rethink innovative administration?’, ‘What does
the high school of the future look like?” and ‘What mobility
can we imagine for rural areas within 10 years?’ — just some
of the questions they pose.

Fostering creativity, co-conception and social innovation in
publicinstitutions through community projects, prototyping
and design thinking, 27th Region wants every French region
to be equipped with its own innovation lab ensuring it can
face current and future challenges.

27th Region, citizens and civil servants

exploring publicinnovation together
—~—

FACTS AND FIGURES

duration: Spring 2011 - Spring 2012

€325 000
€828 300

EU contribution:

Total budget:
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http://www.la27eregion.fr
http://www.wlv.ac.uk/default.aspx?page=10623

CROATIA PREPARING FOR ACCESSION

WORKING HARD
TOWARDS EU MEMBERSHIP

On 1 July 2013 Croatia will join the European
Union, if all goes according to plan. It will be
thefirst country to make use of the Instrument
for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) in its
current form.

The country’s experience is unique — it started working towards
accession using the previous mechanism designed to help
candidate countries, the Instrument for Structural Policies for
Pre-Accession (ISPA) which was phased out in 2007. This was
replaced by the IPA. Croatia has projects up and running under
both programmes. It is also the first country to face a Structural
Funds test carried out under the IPA.

THERE ARE FIVE COMPONENTS FUNDED

What does the support cover? DAL

The support which countries receive under the IPA covers five Transition assistance and institution

areas, and countries can apply for funding under all components,
depending on their candidate status.

This is designed to prepare countries for accession, not only by
helping them to address practical development problems but
also by giving them experience in the management of EU
funding. Candidate countries are learning how to apply principles
of multi-annual programming, strategic planning, partnership,
financial management rules, monitoring and evaluation.

building;

. Cross-border cooperation;
. Regional development, covering transport,

environment and economic development;

. Human resources development,

strengthening human capital and
combating exclusion;

Rural development.

THE COMPONENTS ARE AIMED AT THE
FOLLOWING COUNTRIES:

From the southern part of the island a 300m-long
arch bridge connects the island to the mainland

e Components | and Il — beneficiary countries
in the Western Balkans, Iceland and Turkey;

Components Ill, IV and V - the Republic of
Croatia, the Republic of Turkey and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(which are all candidate countries).

FIND OUT MORE
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/ipa/
croatia_development_en.cfm
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

IN CROATIA

BUILDING REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS

Completion of the Faust Vrancic
Memorial Centre

The completion of the memorial centre on the island of Prvi¢,
dedicated to Croatian scholar Faust Vranci¢, will give visitors the
opportunity to find out more about his life and accomplishments.
The centre will also host events such as concerts and theatre
performances.

“The promotion of cultural tourism will extend the tourist season
and is expected to create about 50 new jobs. Tourism policy and
administration in the Vodice and Prvi¢ areas will be strengthened
through training.”

Karlo Gjurasic, State Secretary at the Ministry of Regional
Development, Forestry and Water Management

2008-11
€28 700 000
€60 000 000

Improving the railway line between Vinkovci
and Tovarnik

Project duration:
EU contribution:

Total budget:

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Karlovac water programmes

A new treatment plant and renovated water supply and waste
water networks will provide the wider Karlovac area with an
environmentally sustainable water management system.

“The project will help boost the overall development of the Karlovac

area by improving the quality of the water. The construction of the
plant will prevent the discharge of untreated waste water into rivers
and the pollution of surface waters. It will reduce water loss and
the risk of ground water contamination.”

Damir Tomasovié¢, Head of Section
of the Central Office for Development Strategy
and Coordination of EU Funds

FACTS AND FIGURES
2010-12
€96 000
€1 300000

Promoting cultural tourism on the island of Prvi¢

Project duration:
EU contribution:

Total budget:

IMPROVING TRANSPORT LINKS

Vinkovci to Tovarnik rail improvement

The project restores a 33.5 km section of double-track railway
line between Vinkovci and Tovarnik which was damaged during
the Balkan War.

“The main value of the project is safer and faster transportation of
goods and passengers on an important Pan European Transport
Corridor. Other benefits include better conditions thanks to new
platforms and stations. These improvements will bring
environmental benefits, and delays caused by the poor condition
of tracks on that line will be a thing of the past.”

Katarina Cop Bajde, Director at the Ministry of the Sea,
Transport and Infrastructure

FACTS AND FIGURES
2005-11

€22 500 000
€36 000 000

Improving water supply and waste water networks in
the Karlovac area

Project duration:
EU contribution:

Total budget:
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SUPPORTING SMES

JASMINE - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
FOR MICRO-CREDIT PROVIDERS

Micro-credit has proved to be an efficient
tool for helping people starting their own
business or developing it when they do not
have access to traditional banking services.
In recent years, the Commission has set up
several instruments which aim, in a variety
of ways, toreduce the gaps in the provision
of micro-credit in the EU Member States and
regions. One of these instruments is JASMINE
(Joint Action to Support Microfinance
Institutions in Europe), a pilot project
assisting non-bank micro-credit providers in
the development of their potential and to
become sustainable.

JASMINE makes technical assistance in the form of various
services available to these intermediaries. They include an
institutional assessment of the micro-credit provider which
helps to identify the needs for tailor-made training, and also,
upon request, the delivery of a financial rating.

JASMINE also provides services that are accessible to the entire
micro-credit sector such as a helpdesk to respond to questions
related to EU microfinance instruments and the organisation of
specialised workshops dedicated to the dissemination of good
practice in micro-credit lending.

Microfinancing can be make or break

for small businesses
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In addition to the ‘European Code of Good Conduct for Micro-
credit Provision, released in October 2011, two other tools will
soon complement the range of applications that are being
developed in the framework of JASMINE: JASMINE online, a
web-based application to help potential micro-entrepreneurs
identify micro-credit providers in their regions as well as a quality
label for micro-credit providers.

Background

Micro-credit has gathered speed in recent years in the European
Union and is expected to continue to grow at a fair pace in the
coming years. JASMINE was launched by the Commission and
the European Investment Bank group in September 2008,
following the Communication ‘A European Initiative for the
development of micro-credit’adopted in November 2007.

FIND OUT MORE

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/
instruments/jasmine_en.cfm

http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/microfinance/
JASMINE/
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Jointly organised training in rescue
techniques, involving Austrian and Czech
ambulance teams

Cooperation building bridges between people
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www.healthacross.eu

DIARY DATES / MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

DATES 2011 : EVENT : PLACE

ional information on these events can be found in the Agenda section of our Inforegio website:
tp://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/agenda/index_en.cfm
Polish Presidency events website: http:/pl2011.eu/en/meetings_and_events

Panorama welcomes your comments
and questions. We would like to hear about
your experience.

So if you would like to share interesting work going
on, ask questions or express your views on any aspect
of regional policy, get in touch by contacting:

D-N3-6€0-LL-4T-NX

regio-panorama@ec.europa.eu
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