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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On behalf of the European Commissionôs Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy 

(DG REGIO), Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

implemented 2015-2016 the World Cities, a project of the European Union managed by the 

Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) of the European Commission. 

The project originates in a Preparatory Action of the European Parliament to promote the 

exchange of experience and best practice between the European Union and non-EU countries 

on the theme of territorial development with particular reference to urban development, urban-

rural partnership and urban cross-border cooperation. 

 

Participants included representatives from India, China and European Union member states. 

Activities were prepared and implemented by the World Cities team in close contact with DG 

REGIO, the European pilot cities/regions as well as with the partners in China and India. 

Delegates from India and China were selected by the respective official partners of DG REGIO 

in the countries, i.e. the National Development and Reform Commission - NDRC - for China and 

the local authorities of the pilot cities in the case of India.  

 

A key component of the programme was the selection of cities that was based on objective 

criteria including size, socio-economic structure, location, urban geography, urban development 

stage, existing ties with India and China, energy efficiency, mobility, etc. Also the involvement of 

potential candidates in EU initiatives (e.g. RegioStars, URBACT, INTERREG, EU Green Cities, 

Smart Cities & Communities, etc.) was take into consideration. In coordination with DG REGIO, 

the project team invited 28 European regions and cities to participate at the venture. Eight of 

them were chosen (Copenhagen, Dublin, West Midlands, Stuttgart, Lyon, Barcelona, Lazio and 

Warsaw). The City of Warsaw ï that had originally applied to the programme and then accepted 

to be involved for the cooperation with India ï declined during the inception phase since the 

Economic Development Department of the city decided not to be involved. The World Cities 

team rapidly identified further European candidates and - in coordination with DG REGIO - 

contacted the Andalucía Smart City Cluster to join the project.   

From March 2015 until April 2016, a total of twenty-eight events was carried out, 17 within the 

EU-China framework and 11 within the EU-India mechanism. This represents a considerable 

increase as compared to the contractually agreed number of events (18). Additional activities 

included remarkable milestones like the Italian Week, a B2B and B2C event organised between 

the Region of Lazio and the City of Tianjin that involved 25 Italian policy and business 

representatives under the leadership of the Regional Minister of Economy Prof. Guido Fabiani. 

The project also supported business missions to China (from innovative start-ups and the 

automotive sector). On the policy side, the World Cities team was also able to strongly support 

the EU-China High Level Meeting on Regional Policy held during the EU-China Summit in June 

2015, two High-Level Visits of NDRC to Europe (including the Vice-Chairman and the Deputy 

Secretary General of NDRC) as well as the Open Days on Regional Policy in October 2015.  
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Thanks to synergies created with other initiatives as well as to negotiations with Chinese cities 

involved in the activities, the programme fully financed or co-financed participation of 199 

experts from the involved European (85), Chinese (93) and Indian (20) cities. This number of 

participants was considerably higher than originally scheduled and was achieved also thanks to 

the cooperation with regional and local authorities in Europe, China and India. Moreover, the 

project also involved 83 external participants through activities like the Italian Week in Tianjin 

(a B2B and B2C event), the visit of the European Parliamentôs delegation to China and the visit 

of the Tianjin Commerce Commission to Barcelona and Lyon. By these means, the project 

ensured a triple-helix cooperation between representatives from local and regional governments, 

business and research institutions.  

The World Cities team always intended to create synergies with the twinning scheme for EU 

cooperation with Canada and Japan implemented by ICLEI. The GIZ team gave crucial support 

to ICLEI to get Vitoria-Gasteiz (EU Green Capital 2012) o board for cooperation with Canada. 

The team also facilitated participation of ICLEI at the World Cities workshop held in Brussels 

within the Open Days on EU Regional and Urban Policy in Brussels. The team paid special 

attention to supporting relevant EU initiatives in India and China especially within the EU-China 

Sustainable Urbanisation Partnership as well as within the EU-Mumbai Partnership. 

The overall objective of the activities in Europe, China and India was to decentralise cooperation 

and establish direct working relations between Chinese, Indian and European regions and cities. 

The specific objective was to support counterparts towards their economic development, 

focusing on the identification of business development possibilities. Herefore, the programme 

involved regional and local economic development agencies that acted as multipliers and 

supported the recruitment and follow-up activities of business representatives. As a result, 14 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) were signed between European and Chinese 

counterparts from local or regional governments as well as from business organisations. As of 

April 2016, a MoU is under preparation between the CLEAN Cluster of Copenhagen and the 

Municipal Corporation of Chandigarh (India). The programme involved dozens of European, 

Chinese and Indian business representatives in the activities. 

The World Cities team achieved an extensive press coverage of the activities in China, India 

and Europe. This included newspapers, online publications and television. This remarkable 

coverage was possible also thanks to the cooperation with local authorities as well as with the 

Delegations of the European Union to India and China. Visibility at the EU level was also 

achieved thanks to participation at related events in Brussels, regular meetings with relevant 

European institutions (especially the European Parliament and the Committee of the Regions) 

as well as communication with the Missions of China and India to the European Union. The 

project team also launched the website www.world-cities.eu at the very beginning of the project 

and used it as the main tool for dissemination of the activities. Moreover, the team also 

facilitated full access to the website to the ICLEI team in order to use it for the activities with 

Canada and Japan. 

http://www.world-cities.eu/
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1. TEAM 

Coordination 

V Stefanie Klein, GIZ Project Director / Backstopping. Stefanie was in charge of ensuring the 

high quality of services, the institutional support of GIZ and the necessary backstopping 

during implementation. 

V Pablo Gándara, Project Coordinator / Team Leader. Pablo was responsible for the overall 

project coordination including contents, logistics, financial management. He was appointed 

as the single contact point for the EU Commission on all tasks.  

Europe 

V Juan Prat y Coll, Senior Advisor for EU Policies. Juan is a former General Director of the EU 

Commission (RELEX) and a former Spanish Ambassador to Italy, the Netherlands, NATO 

and the OPCW. Juan was in charge of ensuring World Cities policy coherence with other 

European and international initiatives, and maintains communication with EU institutions. 

V Jean-Marie Rousseau, Senior Expert for Regional and Urban Development Policies in non-

EU Countries. He has worked over the last sixteen years in regional development policy, 

specialising in R&D valorisation, territorial intelligence as well as social and human capital 

issues within the knowledge economy. 

China  

V Shi Xin, China Coordinator. Shi Xin is based in Beijing and has a long experience in 

planning and implementing international events. Shi Xin was the teamôs contact point in 

China and responsible for all activities in China. 

V Oscar Prat van Thielcoovels, Senior Expert China. Oscar is based in Shanghai and has 

worked before in Germany, Belgium and Italy. He supported implementation of activities in 

China and Europe and has specialised in start-ups and business promotion. 

India 

V Neelabh Singh, Senior Expert India. Neelabh is based in Copenhagen and is an 

experienced global business development professional with an outstanding record in the 

energy and environment sectors, including smart and green city development. Neelabh 

coordinated communication with Chandigarh and supports dialogue with other Indian cities. 

V Panagiotis Karamanos, Senior Expert India. Panagiotis is based in India and coordinated 

cooperation with Mumbai. He has vast experience on environmental management & policy, 

urban environmental issues, climate change and waste management.  

V Shishir Joshi, Mumbai-Navi Mumbai Coordination. Shishir is the CEO of Mumbai First, a 

private initiative aiming at enhancing the quality of the citizens of Mumbai and improving the 

economic and social fabric of the city. Mumbai First was commissioned by GIZ IS to support 

the project implementation in India.   
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2. OVERVIEW OF THE CITY PAIRS AND ACTIVITIES 

During 2015 ï 2016, the World Cities project implemented an innovative open pairing scheme 

between selected European, Chinese and Indian regions or cities. The selection of European 

candidates was based on several criteria including their different stage of economic 

development, their relevance for the Chinese or Indian regions and their commitment in terms of 

man-power and local support for activities carried out in Europe. The Chinese cities and regions 

were chosen by the National Development and Reform Commission in a top-down approach. 

Cities in India were chosen by DG REGIO in coordination with the World Cities team and the 

Delegation of the European Union to India. Following 9 city-pairs were supported: 

V EU ï China Cooperation:  

¶ Tianjin ï Birmingham / West Midlands (UK) 

¶ Chengdu ï Barcelona (ES) / Dublin-Fingal (IE) 

¶ Wuhan ï Barcelona (ES) / Dublin-Fingal (IE) 

¶ Guangzhou ï Lyon (FR) 

¶ Shantou - Andalucía (ES) 

 

V EU ï India Cooperation: 

¶ Mumbai ï Stuttgart (DE) 

¶ Navi Mumbai ï Lazio (IT) 

¶ Chandigarh - Copenhagen / Clean Cluster (DK) 

¶ Pune ï Andalucía Smart City Cluster (ES) 

It should be mentioned that these city pairs were not treated as close shops, but rather as focus 

regions for cooperation. This network approach encouraged all involved cities to interact with 

each other not only within the focus country, but also with India. In fact, all European cities were 

able to visit and establish working relations with at least three cities in either China or India. Also 

some European cities established a common approach for their activities with China or India. 

This is the case for example for Dublin and Barcelona for their activities with Chengdu and 

Wuhan. The West Midlands established working relations with Guangzhou and Tianjin.  

As mentioned in the executive summary, the World Cities team always intended to create 

synergies with the twinning scheme for EU cooperation with Canada and Japan implemented 

by ICLEI. The team supported communication of European pilot cities with the project 

coordinators of ICLEI, leading - for example - to the involvement of the West Midlands European 

Service at the Sustainable Urban China conference held in Berlin in May 2015 within the 

Metropolitan Solutions 2015. Moreover, the team also supported ICLEI in getting high-level 

European candidate cities onboard for the cooperation with Canada. For these means, the GIZ 

project team introduced Vitoria-Gasteiz (EU Green Capital 2012) to ICLEI staff.  

The World Cities team paid special attention to supporting relevant EU initiatives in India and 

China especially within the EU-China Sustainable Urbanisation Partnership (EC-Link project) as 

well as within the EU-Mumbai Partnership (Technical Assistance on Waste and Wastewater). 
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Following overview shows the events implemented between March 2015 and April 2016: 

1. EU-China: Barcelona fact-finding mission to Tianjin (20 ï 23 March 2015) 

2. EU-China: West Midlands / Birmingham mission to Tianjin and Guangzhou (27 April to 02 

May 2015) 

3. EU-China: Barcelona and Dublin mission to Chengdu and Wuhan (05 to 12 May 2015) 

4. EU-China: Italian Week in Tianjin (17 ï 24 May 2015) 

5. EU-India: Kick-Off conference in Mumbai (24 - 25 May 2015) 

6. EU-India: Working meeting of delegates from Stuttgart and Lazio in Mumbai and Navi 

Mumbai (26 - 29 May 2015) 

7. EU-India: Visit of Copenhagen to Chandigarh (28 ï 30 May 2015) 

8. EU-China: Tianjin Delegation visit to Barcelona and Lyon (16 ï 19 June 2015)  

9. EU-China: Lyon mission to Guangzhou (25 to 27 June 2015) 

10. EU-China: Chinese pilot citiesô visits to Brussels, Barcelona, Amsterdam, Malaga, Lazio and 

West Midlands (22 ï 30 June 2015) 

11. EU-China: NDRC High-Level Mission (Vice Chairman HE Lifeng) to Belgium and Ireland (22 

ï 26 June 2015) 

12. EU-China: EU ï China High Level Seminar on Regional Policy (Brussels, 29 June 2015) 

13. EU-China: Tianjin mission to Frankfurt and Lazio (21 ï 26 September 2015) 

14. EU-China: NDRC High Level visit (Deputy General Secretary Fan Hengshan) to Brussels 

and Croatia (11 ï 18 October 2015) 

15. EU-India: Follow-up visit of Indian delegates from Pune, Navi Mumbai and Mumbai to 

Brussels, Stuttgart, Bologna and Milan (11 ï 17 October 2015) 

16. EU-India / EU-China: Contents support of DG REGIO for the World Cities workshop held 

within the Open Days on EU Regional and Urban Policy in Brussels (13 October 2015) 

17. EU-China: Support to a Sino-German fact finding mission of Dalian DRC to Rome (14 ï 16 

October 2015) 

18. EU-China: Mission of European start-ups to Beijing, Wuhan and Chengdu (21 ï 30 October 

2015) 

19. EU-India: Mission of Indian experts from Chandigarh to Brussels and Copenhagen (25 ï 31 

October 2015) 
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20. EU-China: Contents and on-the-spot support to the mission of the EU Parliament (MEP van 

Nistelrooij, MEP Martina Werner, etc.) to Shanghai (05 Nov 2015) 

21. EU-China: Support to China-Italy Innovation Week in Beijing Chongqing and Tianjin (16 ï 20 

November 2015) 

22. EU-India: Follow-up visit from Copenhagen to Chandigarh, also involving all delegates from 

Stuttgart and Lazio (17 ï 20 January 2016) 

23. EU-India: Follow-up visit of experts from Andalucía Smart City Cluster to Pune (20 ï 22 

January 2016) 

24. EU-India: World Cities conference in Mumbai (22-23 January 2016) 

25. EU-India: Visit of Chandigarhôs Municipal Commissioner (Mr Purushartha) to Copenhagen, 

(29 February - 02 March 2016) 

26. EU-China: World Cities follow-up event in Chengdu (13 ï 17 March 2016) 

27. EU-China: World Cities conference in Chengdu and Shantou (17 ï 20 March 2016) 

28. EU-China: B2B visit of Catalan automotive cluster to Wuhan (14 - 15 March 2016) 

A detail of the activities is specified in the chapter 4. Please refer to our website for more 

information (documentation, press, etc.).  

Please refer to the next chapter to see a detail of the participantsô numbers. 
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3. PARTICIPANTSô NUMBERS  

As mentioned in the executive summary, thanks to synergies created with other initiatives as 

well as to negotiations with Chinese and Indian cities involved in the activities, the programme 

fully financed or co-financed participation of 199 experts from the involved European (85), 

Chinese (93) and Indian (20) cities. This number of participants was considerably higher than 

originally scheduled and was achieved also thanks to the cooperation with regional and local 

authorities in Europe, China and India.  

Kick-off and closing conference in China and India always involved a considerable number of 

national experts, whose travel costs and allowance were partly financed by the programme. This 

national audience is estimated at approximately 300 experts in China and India.  

Moreover, the project also involved 83 external participants through activities like the Italian 

Week in Tianjin (a B2B and B2C event), the visit of the European Parliamentôs delegation to 

China and the visit of the Tianjin Commerce Commission to Barcelona and Lyon. By these 

means, the project ensured a triple-helix cooperation between representatives from local and 

regional governments, business and research institutions.  

Part 1 - EU - China Cooperation

Month Event in Event Name From the EU Cities of origin From China 

March 2015 Tianjin Fact finding mission 2 Barcelona

April 2015 Tianjin - Guangzhou Working meeting 5 West Midlands

May 2015 Wuhan - Chengdu Working meeting 8 Dublin - Barcelona

May 2015 Tianjin Italian Week 20 Regione Lazio

June 2015 Barcelona  - Lyon Mission of Commerce Commission Tianjin 8

June 2015 Guangzhou Working meeting 5 Lyon

June 2015 Brussels, Leuven, Dublin High-Level NDRC Delegation (HE Lifeng) NDRC 6

June 2015 Brussels, Amsterdam, Andalucia, UK Kick-off/EU-China Summit / High Level Seminar 10 all EU and Chinese pilot cities 40

Sept. 2015 Frankfurt, Lazio, Luxemburg Working meeting 2 Andalucia, WMs, Tianjin 6

Oct. 2015 Brussels, Zagren, Rijeka High-Level NDRC Delegation (Fan Hengshan) NDRC 5

Oct 2015 Beijing - Wuhan - Changdu Innovation Week - EU start ups trip to China 4 Berlin, Rome, WMs, Lyon

Oct. 2015 Rome Fact finding mission / Revitalization industry Dalian 6

Nov 2015 Beijing - Shanghai Visit of the European Parliament to China 12 EU Parliament delegation

Nov 2015 Dublin - Barcelona Working meeting NDRC, Wuhan, Chengdu 12

Nov 2015 WMs - Lyon Working meeting Tianjin - Guangzhou 17

Nov 2015 Beijing - Tianjin China Italy Innovation Week 37 Lazio

March 2016 Chengdu - Shantou Closing conference 27 EU pilot cities 100

Total 132 200

fully or co-funded by World Cities 63 186

financed by other projects through synergies 69 14

Part 2 - EU India Cooperation

Month Event in From the EU Cities of origin From India

May 2015 Mumbai - Navi Mumbai - Chandigarh Kick-Off - Working Meeting 8 Stuttgart, Lazio, Copenhagen 100

October 2015 Brussels - Bologna - Milan - Stuttgart Working meeting Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Pune 14

October 2015 Brussels - Copenhagen Working meeting Chandigarh 5

Jan. 2016 Mumbai - Navi Mumbai - Chandigarh - PuneClosing conference 14 All EU pilot cities 100

Feb 2016 Copenhagen Visit of Chandigarh Municipal Corporation Chandigarh 1

Total 22 220

Grand Total (not including those finance by others) 491

       From the EU 85

       From China 186

       From India 220

External participants

       From China funded by other programmes 14

       From the EU funded by other programmes 69

       Total external participants 83

Participants in World Cities EU-India-China 2015-2016 (not counting any team member or EU staff!) - numbers in red funded by other projects through synergies
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4. DETAILS OF THE ACTIVITIES 

In this chapter we present some brief summaries of the activities. For detailed documentation 

and contents of the events (including summaries of most working sessions), please refer to our 

website http://world-cities.eu/programmes-2/2015-2/  or to the interim technical reports already 

delivered during the contract implementation.    

4.1. EU-CHINA 

The first activity was a fact-finding mission of authorities from Barcelona to Beijing and Tianjin 

and took place in March 2015. A delegation headed by the Commissioner for International 

Relations of Barcelona City Council (Mr Joaquim Llimona) held meetings in Beijing with Mr 

Ignacio Asenjo from the EU Delegation to China. 

The World Cities team also arranged meetings in 

Tianjin, including one with the Chairman of DRC 

Tianjin, Mr Xiao Hong as well another as with the 

Deputy Director-General of Tianjinôs Commerce 

Commission, Mr SUN Jiannan. Mr Llimona was 

accompanied by Ms Montserrat Riba, General 

Secretary of Casa Asia, a public institution owned 

by the Spanish Government, the Reginal 

Government of Catalonia and the municipalities of 

Barcelona and Madrid. Delegates visited the Binhai New Area, a huge development area along 

the southeast coast of Tianjin. It covers three urban areas (Tanggu, Hangu and Dagang) and 

nine economic functional zones, such as development zones, free trade zone, high-tech zone, 

and Dongjiang Free Trade Port Zone of Tianjin port. The Binhai New Area is being developed 

into a gateway for northern China as well as a base of modern manufacturing and R&D 

transformation. Binhai authorities and European representatives exchanged ideas for the future 

cooperation beyond the bilateral work-programme between Barcelona and Chengdu.  

The second activity was a one-week targeted twinning session for West-Midlands (WM) 

regional authorities business and R&D 

representatives to Guangzhou Development District 

(GDD) and Tianjin and took place from 27 April to 02 

May 2015. It focused on SMEs cooperation 

(especially from the renewable energy and 

environment protection sectors) and the Biotech 

Bridge model (to allow universities and businesses to 

access the Guangzhou International Bio Tech Island. 

The delegation was headed by Mr Philip Atkins 

(Leader Staffordshire County Council) and included 

Mark Schneider (WM European Service), David 

Pilsbury (PVC for International Development, Coventry University), Mike Murray (Birmingham 

http://world-cities.eu/programmes-2/2015-2/
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City Council), John Carr (LEP business representative).  The results of the mission included the 

establishment of an office in the WM to develop links with the GDD and Tianjin port and airport 

to allow the delivery of 6 areas of activity identified. Also the University of Birminghamôs office in 

Guangzhou is involved in the programme development. Discussions were held with Tianjin to 

establish a representation office there, taking up the office space being offered by Tianjin DRC. 

On the business side, GDD and WMs agreed to explore the opportunity of bidding into the 

circular economy fund to support business development. Also Tianjin offered concrete funding 

opportunities through the EU-China regional cooperation fund to support business development 

opportunities between Tianjin and Europe. Moreover, talks were held with the British Consulate 

in Guangzhou as well as with the British Embassy in Beijing to create synergies with existing UK-

China programmes.  

The third activity consisted of an expertsô mission from Barcelona and Dublin to Chengdu and 

Wuhan and was implemented from 05 to 12 May 2015. The programme was designed for 

representatives of local authorities as well 

as for representatives of the business 

sectors for the areas related to regional 

and urban innovation. The event consisted 

of field visits and working meetings 

relevant for cooperation in smart-city and 

innovation. The programme in Chengdu 

was hosted by Mr LIU Xingjun, Director 

General of Chengdu DRC and included 

meetings with representatives of the urban development, environmental protection and 

economic development departments.  Field visits included China-wide flagship development 

areas like the Tianfu New District (http://www.tianfusoftwarepark.com/en.html) and the Chengdu 

High Tech Zone (www.chengduhitech.com). Here European and Chinese representatives 

discussed ideas for cooperation in the smart city area. In Wuhan the programme was 

coordinated by Mr ZHANG Wenshang, 

Vice-Director General of DRC Wuhan and 

included meetings with the Mayor of 

Wuhan, Mr WANG Yong, as well as with 

two Vice Mayors (incl. Executive Deputy Mr 

LU Shaye) and the Chairman of DRC 

Wuhan. A workshop discussion involved 

the heads of the departments for education, 

tourism, regional economy, innovation and 

R&D. Field Visits were undertaken to the Donghu High-Tech Industrial Park 

(http://en.wehdz.gov.cn) as well as to the Wuhan Economic Zone 

(http://www.wedz.gov.cn/theme/foreignlanguage/en/1-1.html). Meetings with European and 

Chinese companies from the automotive and optics sectors were organised.  Dublin and 

Barcelona representatives agreed in a shared twinning approach for cooperation with Chengdu 

and Wuhan. 

http://www.tianfusoftwarepark.com/en.html
http://www.chengduhitech.com/
http://en.wehdz.gov.cn/
http://www.wedz.gov.cn/theme/foreignlanguage/en/1-1.html
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The fourth activity was the support to the Italian Week, a spin-off of the CETREGIO 

programme between Tianjin and the 

Regional Government of Lazio (Italy). The 

programme took place from 17 ï 24 May 

2015 and was inaugurated by the Minister 

of Economy of Lazio Region, Prof Guido 

Fabiani. The Italian Week included the 

participation of more than 30 companies 

from Lazio that had a joint 600m2 boot in 

Tianjin International Fair. Moreover, 

Tianjin DRC announced to develop an EU-China Regional Economic Cooperation Fund in order 

to support bilateral activities between European and Tianjin SMEôs.  

The World Cities programme also co-organised a regional cooperation forum with participation 

from companies, local authorities and 

R&D institutions from China and Italy. The 

event focused on innovation for smart and 

green cities. Field visits in Tianjin included 

the FTZ Yujiapu Financial District, the 

Tianjin Airport Economic Zone, the 

European Trade Center and the Airbus 

airplane assembly plant. 

The fifth activity consisted of an experts visit from Tianjin to Barcelona and Lyon (16 ï 19 June 

2015). The delegation headed by Mr SUN Jiannan, Vice General-Director of Tianjinôs Commerce 

Commission, met with authorities of Grand Lyon, the pilot city of the World Cities programme. 

They visited the new Confluence district, focusing on smart cities and mobility projects 

(http://www.lyon-confluence.fr/). 

Meetings in Barcelona were held 

with Mr Miquel Matieu, Director 

Asia-Pacific at Barcelona City 

Council. Chinese delegates then 

participated at forum on regional 

economic cooperation with 

selected economic institutions from 

Barcelona (including Invest in 

Catalonia, Barcelona Activa, Port 

de Barcelona and Caixaban). The 

meeting was hosted by Casa Asia (http://www.casaasia.es). 

http://www.casaasia.es/
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The sixth activity consisted of a mission from start-up and regional authorities from Lyon 

mission to Guangzhou and took place from 25 to 

27 June 2015. The delegation headed by Ms 

Karine Dognin-Sauze (Deputy Mayor in charge of 

international Affairs, City of Lyon) held meetings 

with Guangzhou City Council as well as with 

Guangzhou Development District. Lyon also 

introduced areas for inward investment from 

China. Moreover, five start-ups from ñLyon French 

Techò (innovative start-ups from the digital 

industry) matched with Chinese counterparts. 

Involved companies were Bidul & Co, Forcity, Wonooz, Myblueship and the Artefacts Studio. 

Chinese counterparts and investors were particularly interested in the 3D simulation 

technologies of Forcity. MoUs were signed on tourism cooperation as well as between the 

Chambers of Commerce.  

World Cities China also supported a seventh activity which consisted of the visit of NDRCôs 

Standing Vice-Chairman, Mr HE Lifeng, to Belgium and Ireland from 21 to 27 June 2015. The 

programme started with a visit in Leuven to the ERDF Operational Programme Flanders, 

including meetings at the Technology Transfer Centre of the Catholic University of Leuven (KUL) 

as well as Bio-Incubators, Innovation Parks and IMEC, the cluster of nano-electronics. Vice-

Minister HE then met the Chairman of the Europeanôs Parliamentôs Urban Group MEP Jan 

Olbrycht. Based on his experience as former Mayor 

of Cieszyn in Poland, Mr Olbrycht explained the 

urban dimension of cohesion policy in Europe, 

focusing on the partnership agreements. Mr 

Olbrycht explained the role of the European 

Parliament promoting the exchange of experience 

and best practices between the European Union 

and China on the theme of territorial development. 

Mr HE Lifeng explained the harmonised 

development strategy for the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei 

area as well as the ñOne Belt One Roadò Strategy of NDRC towards developing a new Silk-

Road. Both agreed on further cooperation in the issues of avoiding urban sprawl, developing 

adaptation strategies for shrinking cities, lowering CO2 emissions, improving urban-rural 

cooperation and strengthening cooperation among cities in Europe and China.  

Vice Minister HE then traveled to Ireland, where he met representatives of the national and local 

governments. At the Ministry for Public Expenditure and Reform, Minister Brendan Howlin 

explained the successful story of Ireland in implementing the European Unionôs cohesion policy 

through structural funds. While chairing the discussions during the negotiations of the 7th 

financial framework, Ireland made sure that cohesion policy remains at the core of the EU policy. 

After a meeting with then Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr Christy Burke, the Chinese delegation visited 
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the Digital Hub. Ms Joanne Kearney, Operations Manager of the hub, introduced the key 

features of the digital content and technology enterprises cluster, which is located on a state-of-

the-art campus in the heart of Dublin City. Experts were able to meet the CEO of start-up Pixel 

Soup Philip Lynch, who introduced an award winning school software and explained the role of 

the hub in supporting the start-up. 

Meetings continued in the afternoon with Minister Richard Bruton responsible for Enterprise and 

Employment. Minister Bruton and Vice-

Minister HE agreed to cooperate within the 

framework of an Irish SME-mission to China 

in September 2015. They also exchanged 

views on outbound investments, urban 

development and SME promotion. In the 

afternoon, Chinese delegates met Councillor 

Paul McAuliffe, Chair of the Economic 

Strategic Policy Committee, who took them 

to a site visit to Ballymun, a key urban 

renewal project in Ireland.  

The eight activity consisted of a visit of the Chinese pilot cities to their European counterparts 

and took place from 22 ï 30 June 2015. The first 

Joint Forum of European and Chinese pilot cities 

and regions took place on 23 June 2015 in 

Brussels. The activity allowed European 

representatives from the West Midlands, Lazio, 

Andalucía, Barcelona and Dublin to interact with 

their counterparts from Chengdu, Wuhan, 

Tianjin, Guangzhou and Shantou. The forum 

created the basis for joint projects to be 

launched among the twinning cities and regions. 

After the event, five Memorandums of Understandings were signed between partners from 

China and Europe. The signing ceremony was witnessed by EU Commissioner Corina CreŞu 

and Mr HE Lifeng, Executive Vice-Chairman of the National Development and Reform 

Commission (NDRC). Chinese delegates then visited their twinning cities in the UK, Spain, and 

Ital. Moreover, a delegation from Shantou visited Amsterdam in order to explore cooperation on 

waste and water management systems.  

Chinese and European delegates from the twinning cities then travelled to Brussels to 

participate at the 10th EU-China High Level Seminar on Regional Policy, the ninth programme 

activity organised between the European Commission (DG REGIO) and NDRC on 29 June 

2015 in Brussels. The General Director of DG REGIO, Mr Walter Deffaa, gave the keynote 

introduction to the seminar, which was a Side Event of the EU-China Summit. The seminar also 

included a keynote speech and discussions with Mr Lambert van Nistelrooij, Member of the 
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European Parliamentôs Committee on Regional Development (REGI). Discussions centered on 

the various concrete cooperation projects 

between the pilot cities. 

Later in the afternoon, the Director General 

for Regional and Urban Policy spoke on 29 

June 2015 at the EU-China Urbanisation 

Forum Partnership Forum in the afternoon 

plenary session on 'Cooperation, Innovation 

and Practicesô. The plenary sessions had 

earlier been opened officially by President 

Juncker and Premier Li Keqiang. Later, in the evening, a Joint Statement was signed ñOn 

Comprehensively Deepening EU-China Regional Policy Cooperationò by Mr XU Shaoshi, 

Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission and Commissioner Carlos 

Moedas (acting on behalf of Commissioner Corina CreŞu).  

The tenth activity consisted of an expertsô mission from Tianjin to Frankfurt and Lazio and took 

place from 21 to 26 September 2015. Five delegated from Tianjin DRC and the business sector 

held a meeting with the software company SAP on Frankfurt on issues related to smart city 

development and mobility. The Vice-President 

for Research and Development, Mr Norbert 

Koppenhagen, introduced HANA, an open 

urban platform for smart cities. European 

representatives of the pilot regions West 

Midlands (Mark Schneider) and Andalucía 

Smart City Cluster (Daniel González) 

discussed with SAP experts and European 

Chinese colleagues about possible pilot 

projects in China and Europe in areas like 

traffic management and energy saving. World 

Cities delegates were also able to interact with EU Commissioner Günther Oettinger who visited 

the SAP urban mobility booth at the New Mobility World.  
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Chinese delegates then travelled to Italy, where they absolved a three days programme in the 

Regione Lazio. Meetings in Fiuggi were chaired by the Mayor of Fiuggi, Mr Fabrizio Martini and 

included a round table with representatives from the R&D sector and the business sector 

(FIUGGI Water Plant). A letter of intent 

was signed between the Professional 

Institute IPSSEOA and the Tianjin Training 

School for a studentsô exchange 

programme. Chinese delegates also 

visited the Aerosekur plant 

(www.aerosekur.it) and explored 

cooperation possibilities in the aerospace 

& technologies for transportation areas. On 

the last day, a round table on Science, 

Technology & Innovation was held at the regional development agency Innova Lazio. The 

meeting included more than several presentations from divided in three blocks: Aerospace & 

Transportation; Security & Health; and Partnerships for Technology Transfer. 

 

The eleventh activity consisted of the participation of a High Level NDRC delegation at the 

Open Days on Regional Policy of the 

European Union. A five-person delegation 

headed by NDRCôs Vice-Secretary General Mr 

FAN Hengshan attended the World Cities 

seminar during the event and held bilateral 

talks with DG REGIO on future cooperation. 

Delegates then travelled to Croatia to have 

meetings at the Ministry for Regional 

Development and EU Funds in order to 

explore possibilities for future cooperation. 

Meetings in Croatia included visits to best practices in Zagreb (and Rijeka.  

The twelfth activity consisted of the participation of four European start-ups at the International 

Innovation Forum for start-ups organised by Zhongguancun Innovation Centre in Beijing. The 

purpose was to link the good projects and technologies directly with potential investors or 

industrial partners in China. Moreover, the World Cities team organised a business tour for 

selected European projects in Beijing, Tianjin and Chengdu from 22 to 26 October. The 

programme was possible through the strong support from the Chinese NDRC, the local 

governments of Beijing, Tianjin and Chengdu as well as the World Cities programme. The 

agenda included attending the Zhongguancun Innovation Week on 22 October and making a 

roadshow of the start-upôs technologies for 15 mins (10 mins pitching and 5 mins QA, with 

attendance of approx. 40-50 people). Including the Chinese start-ups, the activity involved 

representatives from 15-18 companies from following sectors: smart city, clean technologies & 

environment protection, internet and mobile internet, bio-med. After presentations, the 

http://www.aerosekur.it/
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projects/technologies were scored by a panel. The best score got an award of 10.000,00 USD. 

Although the European start-ups didnôt get the first award, they established direct links with 

counterparts and business angels in China. Website of Zhongguancun: 

(http://en.zhongguancun.gov.cn/2014-01/03/content_17214021.htm). Press information on the 

innovation week at http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-10/14/content_22185839.htm. The 

European companies represented were Ecoglobe (www.ecoglobe.de - water management 

solutions), Tech4Bio (http://www.tech4bio.eu - new technologies for biology and medicine), JJ 

Bioenergy (http://www.jjbioenergy.com/ - biogas) and Woonoz (http://www.woonoz.com/en/ - 

memory anchoring technologies). 

 

The thirteen activity was the 

contents support to a delegation 

from DRC Dalian to the Region of 

Lazio dealing with revitalization of 

old industry bases, optimization of 

industrial structure, construction 

and management of new city areas. 

The World Cities team supported 

DRC Dalian in developing a programme in liaising with the Region of Lazio that arranged all 

meetings. The programme included the meetings with Roma Ricerche (www.romaricerche.it) as 

well as with the The Technology Park at the Tecnopolo area (www.tecnopolo.it). Field visits 

included the Civitavecchia  Port Authority and the reconverted former industrial site of Centrale 

Montemartini, (ex Mattatoio Eataly). 

The fourteen activity was the support to a mission of the European Parliament (EP) to 

Shanghai. The delegation headed by MEP 

Lambert van Nistelrooij explored 

cooperation possibilities between China 

and the EU in the field of Information 

Communication and Technology (ICT). For 

this purpose, parliamentarians visited the 

Chinese Business Network ï a direct 

subsidiary of Shanghai Media Group 

(SMG) - headquarters and had an open 

dialogue with the CEO of CBN Mr. Zhou 

Jiangong. In this context, several subjects 

were discussed, including broadcasting in 

China of content made in Europe related to European policy (especially on regional and urban 

issues), market and trade opportunities as well tourism so that Chinese audiences may better 

understand ï first hand ï current events and possibilities in Europe. Participants also discussed 

about the importance to highlight innovation capacity of China and Europe as well as of reporting 

http://en.zhongguancun.gov.cn/2014-01/03/content_17214021.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-10/14/content_22185839.htm
http://www.ecoglobe.de/
http://www.tech4bio.eu/
http://www.jjbioenergy.com/
http://www.woonoz.com/en/
http://www.romaricerche.it)/
http://www.tecnopolo.it/
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on the One Belt One Road policy and the the destinations to which this road leads to, such as 

Genoa and Rotterdam. 

The fifteen activity was the support to China-Italy Innovation Week that took place in Beijing 

Chongqing and Tianjin from 16 ï 20 November 2015. The event was prepared and coordinated 

by the Italian Ministry of Education and Research and focused on specific topics like Aerospace, 

Life Sciences, Technological Transfer Smart Cities, Innovation and Green Economy. The World 

Cities team arranged a business event for the Lazio enterprises and institutions in cooperation 

with Zhongguancun Innovation Way in Beijing, a visit to the Exhibition Hall of Zhongguancun 

science park and a business event at the Airport Economic Zone of Tianjin. Participation of 37 

Italian delegates in the activities was not financed by the World Cities programme. 

The sixteenth activity was organised in Europe and consisted of a visit of the Chinese 

delegates from Qinghai, Hebei, Wuhan and Chengdu from 16 ï 20 November 2015 to Dublin 

and Barcelona. Preparation meetings in Dublin 

took place on 4 November 2015, since the 

Chinese Mayor of Wuhan - who had planned a 

visit to Dublin outside the World Cities 

programme - requested support for an 

economic exchange forum taking place in 

Dublin on that day. World Cities team leader 

Pablo Gándara travelled to Dublin to support 

the meetings and communication with Dublin 

City Council. He also introduced the programme to a wider audience of the forum and explained 

the cooperation agenda to multipliers from the business and research community in Dublin. Mr 

Gándara also met Mr Peter Finnegan, Ms Lisa Joy and Ms Grainne Kelly from the International 

Relations Department of Dublin City Council in order to finalize the agenda for the Wuhan-

Chengdu delegation visiting Dublin two weeks later.   

Chinese delegates from these cities started their programme on Monday 16 November 2015 in 

Dublin, being welcomed by The Lord Mayor of Dublin - Ms Críona Ní Dhálaigh - at the Mansion 

House. Both sides exchanged views on the cooperation agenda that includes pilot projects on 

university cooperation, clean-technology and the 

digital economy.  The Director for International 

Relations of Dublin City Council, Mr Peter 

Finnegan, introduced the smart city development 

areas and developed deeper ideas referring to the 

bilateral cooperation agenda, which centers on 

ICT urban development solutions and particularly 

on big data applications. Mr Finnegan introduced 

the best practice of Dublinked (http://dublinked.ie/), a partnership of the four Dublin Local 

Authorities and Maynooth University, aiming to drive innovation and collaboration in the 

development of new urban solutions, using open data and with the city region as a test bed. 

Local authorities made available 239 open datasets in areas including traffic, economy and 
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innovation, environment and energy, planning and land use, etc. Field visits in Dublin included 

the Digital Hub and Dublin City University (DCU) Innovation Campus. Discussions with Chinese 

experts centered on the China-Ireland Technology Fund and the possibilities of co-financing pilot 

projects under the World Cities project. Also synergies with Climate KIC were explored. 

Delegates agreed to cooperate in the pilot areas of clean technology and digital economy and 

initiated preparations for the follow-up to China in March 2016. 

On the next day, Chinese delegates visited the Fingal County Council, where they were 

welcomed by Mr David Oô Connor, 

Mayor of Fingal County 

(http://www.fingal.ie/). Mr Oô Connor 

explained the main features of the 

county with a population of 273.991 

inhabitants and an area of 450 km2. He 

introduced the main functions of the 

Council including waste and water 

management, economic development, 

housing and transportation services. Mr 

David Pryor from the Economic Development Department explained that Fingal is the second 

fastest growing region in Ireland and has specialized on food processing, educational services 

and tourism. A very detailed cooperation proposal involved the tourism sector (Fingal China 

Tourism Strategy), introduced to the Chinese side by Ms Noeleen McHugh from Fingal County 

Council. The proposal is to establish a concrete cooperation with private tour operator from 

China as well as with the Tourism Bureaus of pairing Chinese cities (especially Chengdu).  

Regarding academic cooperation, Mr Pryor proposed to involve the Institute of Technology 

Blanchardstown (ITB), which provides full-time and part-time higher education courses in 

several sectors relevant for cooperation with China including food processing, business and 

engineering (http://www.itb.ie/).   

Chinese delegates agreed on the value proposal and established a coordination mechanism 

through the World Cities project. Delegates were then able to visit the Swords Castle 

Masterplan, a comprehensive programme of events and projects dealing with the history of 

Fingal area. Meetings ended with a visit to the area of Howth, a peninsula in which the County 

has invested in tourism development including the Bull Island Interpretive Centre.     

Chinese representatives then flew to Barcelona where they absolved a two-day working 

programme. Meetings started at Fira di Barcelona, the public fair company owned by the City of 

Barcelona and the Chamber of Commerce ((http://www.firabarcelona.com/en). Fira di Barcelona 

has the second largest exhibition capacity in Europe and ranks number one in the mobile and 

smart city technologies. Discussions between Fira di Barcelona and Chinese delegates from 

Chengdu focused on the pilot project of organizing the Smart City Expo World Congress 

(SCEWC) in Chengdu. This is worldwide leading event for the smart city industry. Through 

activities, the exceptional congress featuring world renowned speakers, and popular side events, 

http://www.fingal.ie/
http://www.itb.ie/
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the SCEWC attracts thousands each year, making it consistently the top event for exhibitors and 

visitors alike. The 2014 edition recorded its best-ever figures with 10.838 visitors, 3.661 

delegates and 275 exhibitors coming from 92 countries and 440 cities to share the latest thinking 

on current and future issues related to urban growth. 

The idea to make a Chinese edition of the congress is one of the flagship projects of Barcelona-

Chengdu cooperation within the 

World Cities scheme and grounds on 

regional editions of the Smart City 

congress held in other countries. The 

meeting ï which was chaired by the 

General Management of the Fira - 

was complemented with a video-

conference with the Deputy General 

Director of Sichuan Development 

and Reform Commission, Mr Deng 

ChangJin, who couldnôt travel to Barcelona due to short-term business commitments assigned 

by the Chinese Government. Mr Deng and Mr Ricard Zapatero ï Director for International 

Business at Fira ï agreed on the roadmap for the project implementation in the second half of 

2016. 

Delegates then visited the Smart City Expo World Congress (http://www.smartcityexpo.com/en/) 

and met with representatives of Andalucía Smart City Cluster ï the pairing city of Shantou within 

the World Cities programme. They also participated in backstage networking meetings with 

representatives from India and Japan willing to establish cooperation with China and Europe in 

this area. Delegates also explored cooperation possibilities with leading companies and regions 

exhibiting at the expo, including Siemens and SAP, two companies already involved in the World 

Cities programme activities with China.   

During afternoon, Chinese delegates participated at a B2B meeting held in Casa Asia 

(http://www.casaasia.eu/), a public 

foundation created in 2001 by the 

Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Cooperation, through its 

Spanish Agency for International 

Cooperation for Development 

(AECID), the Government of 

Catalonia and the Barcelona and 

Madrid City Councils. Due to its vast 

experience on cooperation with Asia 

in relevant issues including social, cultural, economic and environmental technologies, Casa 

Asia has been given the coordination function by Barcelona City Council. Mr Miquel Mateu from 

Barcelona City Council and Ms Montserrat Riba from Casa Asia welcomed the Chinese 

delegation (see picture). 
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Meetings at Casa Asia were attended by 14 Spanish representatives from business, R&D and 

politics and focused on the cooperation areas that had been identified in the first visit to China in 

May 2015. Meetings in Barcelona continued with a visit to Barcelona Activa and the Innovation 

District 22@Barcelona. Mr Xavier Tiana, Head of International Relations at Barcelona 

Metropolitan Area, explained the urban development plan of the region and the multi-level 

governance schemes in areas like waste management and sewage treatment. The metropolitan 

area of Barcelona has 4.79 million inhabitants.  

The programme in Barcelona ended with a closing session at the City Hall with the Director of 

the Department of International Relations, Mr Pablo Sánchez. He explained the project based 

approach of the City Council regarding the World Cities programme. Mr Sánchez mentioned the 

key priority areas of the urban development plan, including the reduction of traffic congestion 

through non-motorized solutions, the CO2 neutrality of the city as a mid-term goal, the municipal 

investments projects towards achieving a higher energy efficiency (public lightning, etc.) and the 

social economy in an ageing society. Ms Sánchez emphasized the European added-value of 

cooperating with cities like Dublin within the World Cities project.   

The seventeenth event organised by the World Cities team was the working visit of Chinese 

delegates from to the West Midlands and Lyon and took place from 22 ï 28 November 2015. A 

group of 22 government and business officials from the cities Tianjin, Guangzhou and the World 

Cities Programme visited the West Midlands on 22nd ï 25th November 2015. They met with 

over 25 organisations and businesses from Warwickshire, Worcestershire, the Black Country, 

Staffordshire, Birmingham and Solihull during their stay. They also took in a visit to the Royal 

Shakespeare Company and Morgan Cars. The mission paved the way for a business fact-

finding mission from the West Midlands to China to be implemented in September 2016. The 

mission will be open to companies from across the WMs and will focus on aerospace, 

automotive, medical and environmental technologies, although other sectors will be considered.  

For a detailed review of all activities, please refer to our website:  

http://world-cities.eu/programmes-2/2015-2/china/16_guangzhou-tianjin-in-uk-france/   

 

http://world-cities.eu/programmes-2/2015-2/china/16_guangzhou-tianjin-in-uk-france/
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From 26 ï 28 November 2015, Chinese delegates visited Lyon, having a half-day workshop at 

TUBA, the Urban Test Tube of Lyon. TUBAôs mission is to convert big data into new innovative 

services for areas like mobility, health, energy management, environment, etc. TUBA brings 

together large companies, start-ups, competitiveness clusters and research laboratories and 

citizens, ready to test those new 

services created for them. At 

TUBA, the general public is 

considered as an essential link in 

the creation process since they 

have a strong say in the 

experimentation of new services. 

The 600m2 of TUBA are divided 

into two universes: the ground 

floor allows the general public to 

experiment the projects created by start-ups; the first floor is dedicated to innovative small 

companies and the development of their projects. Meetings were held with innovative start-ups 

like Evotion (robotics - www.evotion.fr), Navya (autonomous, driverless electric vehicles), Bidul 

and Co (accessories for smart phones and tablets - www.bidulandco.com), My Blue Ship (smart 

mobility chips - http://www.myblue-ship.com/) and Forcity (3D modelling services for urban 

development - www.forcity.com/).  

Meetings in Lyon also included field visits to Smart Electric Lyon, a project of the French 

electricity company EDF. 

The initiative is Europeôs 

biggest experiment on the 

electric systems of the 

future and aims to carry out 

a large scale test of a wide 

range of solutions to 

manage electricity 

consumption, make homes 

more comfortable and 

enable companies and local 

authorities to grow. The 

solutions include new heating, cooling, lighting and remote-controlled equipment, as well as 

innovative digital solutions.  

On the last day, Chinese experts visited Lyon Confluence, one of Europeôs largest urban 

development projects. The area comprises 150 hectares and the 12st phase involves more than 

1,1 billion Euro. The urban development plan involves most renowned urban planners. 

http://www.lyon-confluence.fr/en/urban-project/key-figures.html 

The eighteenth activity organised with China was the closing conference of World Cities in 

Shantou that also included a three-day visit to Chengdu. The event took place from 14 ï 20 

http://www.evotion.fr/
http://www.bidulandco.com/
http://www.myblue-ship.com/
http://www.forcity.com/
http://www.lyon-confluence.fr/en/urban-project/key-figures.html
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March 2016 and was attended by 27 European experts of all four pilot cities. The final event in 

Shantiou was attended by more than 100 Chinese representatives from all Chinese pilot cities. 

The whole event was attended by the Director General of DG REGIO, Dr Walter Deffaa, as well 

as by the Principal Advisor for International Relations, Dr Ronald Hall.  

Highlight of the visit to Chengdu was the signature of an MoU between Fira de Barcelona and 

Tianfu New District for exploring the possible 

implementation of the Smart City World 

Congress Project in Tianfu in 2017. The MoU ï 

signed within the China-EU regional economic 

cooperation mechanism ï specifies steps to be 

undertaken during the next months in order to 

finalize negotiations during the Smart City 

World Congress to take place in Barcelona in 

November 2016. Tianfu New Area is one of the 

most innovative city development in China and 

involves a territory of 1.578 km2.  

The conference in Shantou was informed of the progress made under the different pairings 

between the EU and Chinese cities, respectively. For Barcelona-Chengdu/Wuhan the focus has 

been on projects in the fields of smart city development, support to SMEs and innovation and 

academic education and research. For 

Dublin/Fingal-Chengdu/Wuhan the key themes 

concern smart city development, university and 

research and green technology and innovation. In 

the case of West Midlands-Tianjin/Guangzhou key 

themes are green technologies, infrastructure and 

smart cities, health care and bio-tech and the 

organization of a British Week within the Tianjin 

International Trade Fair. For Lyon-Guangzhou the 

exchanges cover cooperation on business start-ups, smart city technologies and cluster 

promotion. For AndalucíaïShantou, the main themes are ICT solutions, green buildings, 

renewable energies, urban design, cloud-based HR management and sea port development.  

Mr Deffaa concluded his keynote speech by speaking of future prospects for EU-China 

cooperation. He said, "The World Cities project is being followed from this year onwards by a 

larger, more ambitious International Urban Cooperation Programme to bring together city and 

regional actors, including the private sector. It will include a specific component for EU-China 

exchange, and will build on the very concrete, project-centred approach that we have developed 

together over recent years". 










































































