
The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was created after the severe floods 
in Central Europe in the summer of 2002. Since then, it has been used for 76 
disasters covering a range of different catastrophic events including floods, 
forest fires, earthquakes, storms and drought. 24 different European countries 
have been supported so far with an amount of over €5 billion.

The Commission proposes to give France €49 million to following the 
hurricanes Irma and Maria that hit Guadeloupe and especially 
Saint-Martin. The Commission had mobilised all its emergency response tools 
after hurricanes hit the Caribbean in 2017. It included the EU's emergency 
Copernicus satellite mapping service and the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, via 
which EU Member States provided logistical support for humanitarian relief and 
civil protection expertise. The EU Solidarity Fund aid can now help cover the 
costs of relief efforts and assistance to the population, including the provision 
of food and temporary housing. 

▶ The restoration of essential infrastructure in the 
fields of energy, water and waste water and 
transport, including repair of roads and coastal and 
port installations

▶ Covering the costs of temporary accommodation, 
securing  of preventive infrastructure, measures for 
the protection of cultural heritage and clean-up 
operations 

The EUSF aid was used for: 

The EUSF aid was used for: 

09/2002

02/201001/2009

Gard floods
€21 million

Storm Xynthia
€35.6 million

Storm Klaus
€109.4 million

02/2007

08/2007

Vallée du Rhône floods
€19.6 million

Cyclone Gamède
(La Réunion)
€5.3 million

Hurricane Dean
€ 12.8 million

12/2003

Dean, a category 5 hurricane, caused major destruction in a number of Caribbean 
islands including Martinique and Guadeloupe. 

€203.7 million

France has previously received 
EUSF funding on 6 occasions

Total aid granted

Guadeloupe

Saint-Martin
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