Roma pilot project and household survey 

There are around 10-12 million Roma people in Europe. They have been part of Europe for centuries and are integral to its society and economy, but frequently face prejudice, intolerance, discrimination and exclusion.

Reliable data are hard to come by, but estimates show that almost all EU countries have Roma communities. They form a significant proportion of the population in Bulgaria (around 10%), Slovakia (9%), Romania (8%), Hungary (7%), Greece, the Czech Republic and Spain (all 1.5-2.5%).

The EU has set specific goals in each of the main areas where Roma face exclusion:
· Education: ensuring that all Roma children complete primary school;

· Employment: cutting the employment gap between Roma and other citizens;

· Health: reducing the gap in health status between the Roma and the general population;

· Housing: closing the gap in access to housing and public utilities such as water and electricity.

Solid evidence – on the situation of marginalised Roma and on measures that work – is essential to meet these goals. The present study contributes in two ways:

· An evaluation of EU pilot projects in the fields of early childhood education and microfinance

· A household survey, detailing the economic and social situation of marginalised Roma in 11 member states.
The study is being carried out in collaboration with the UNDP, the World Bank and the Fundamental Rights Agency. Further information can be found on the pilot project website
