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5 min
	Welcome and opening remarks
· Moderator Farid Tabarki 
Founder of Studio Zeitgeist and author of “the end of the middle”.
· Philippe Froissard
Head of Unit Research and Innovation (RTD.C2) “Future Urban and Mobility Systems”, European Commission. 

	

15 min
	How are the cities doing?
[bookmark: _Hlk113961767]Videotestimonials of local authorities on their challenges, experiences with city science and their vision on the way forward regarding climate neutrality. 
· Amsterdam 
Christiaan Norde
Advisor on European and international affairs related to sustainability and the 100CNC mission, City of Amsterdam
· Barcelona - videotestimonial
Julia Miralles de Imperial  
Advisor on Science and University Policy, Barcelona City Council
· Thessaloniki 
Despoina Mantziari 
Professor AUTH School of Medicine, ThessAHALL Founder
· Paris – videotestimonial: 
Dominique Frentz  
CEO of the Department of Economic Attractiveness and Employment (Direction de l’Attractivité et de l’Emploi)

	

20 min
	[bookmark: _Hlk113285869]Cooperation between the European Commission and the cities
· Alessandro rainoldi
Head of Unit, DG Joint Research Centre (JRC) Territorial Development, , European Commission.
· Jenny Koutsomarkou
Partnership officer URBACT
· Philippe Froissard 
Head of Unit Research and Innovation (RTD.C2) “Future Urban and Mobility Systems”, European Commission. 
· Pia Laurila 
Policy officer REGIO.03 “Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial development, European Commision

	
30 min 
	Q&A session – challenges of creating a climate neutrality movement
Social / Economic / Law / New ways of collaborating
· Marseille
	Jean-Charles Lardic 
Director of Foresight, Marseille Municipality
Chairman of the Institute for Legal transition
· Espoo:
	Jani Tartia 
Specialist (PhD) City of Espoo, Centre of excellence for sustainable development
· Reggio Emilia
	Christian Iaione 
URBACT Lead Expert, Director LabGov
· Hamburg
Thomas Jacob
International Projects

	10 min 
	Concluding remarks and main takeaways
· Caroline Nevejan, Chief Science Officer, Amsterdam. 



 












Opening of the Session
By Philippe Froissard, Head of Unit Research and Innovation (RTD.C2) “Future Urban and Mobility Systems”, European Commission. 
Philippe Froissard presented and updated on the Horizon Europe Cities Mission and highlighted that cities are disproportionately impacted by global challenges, such as climate change, energy and natural resources depletion, urban mobility, and that he EU must do whatever we can to help them to become climate neutral, smart, and sustainable within the shortest possible time, so that we can reach together the targets set by the European Green Deal for Europe to become the first climate-neutral continent by 2050.
Earlier this year 100 cities from the EU and 12 additional cities from Associated countries were selected to take part in the Cities Mission and become climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030. These cities will act as role models for all European cities to become climate neutral by 2050. They represent 12% of the total EU population and mirror well the broad diversity of the European cities’ landscape. All these cities are now working to draft Climate City Contracts, which will contain their commitments, an action plan, and an investment strategy to reach climate neutrality. 
Philippe Froissard stated that we need science and innovation and that the CSI has a key role to play in the challenges related to climate neutrality. Especially as 50% of the initiatives that are necessary to achieve our climate goals, have not yet been developed. In order to develop this, via new ways of working, the Urban Regional Research Ecology paper van provide guidance for cities struggling with new ways of working.    
Urban Regional Research Ecology - openresearch.amsterdam
Finally he also reflected on the important role of the Cities Science Initiative in the Climate Neutral Cities Mission where he stated that the knowledge pillar within the cities mission platform (https://netzerocities.eu) and cities contracts could and would be a place where science and science networks, such as the City Science Initiative could contribute to the cities’ real challenges. 
How are the cities doing?

By Christiaan Norde, Advisor on European and international affairs related to sustainability and the 100CNC mission, City of Amsterdam.

On behalf of the City of Amsterdam, Christiaan Norde stressed that the Climate neutrality mission is not only challenging in its goals but also in creating the path towards these goals. He reflected on the visit of the cities mission manager, Patrick Child, to the city of Amsterdam. This visit helped to investigate our track to climate neutrality and how to accelerate that.
 During this visit, multiple stakeholders reflected on the local hurdles towards climate neutrality. 4 main conclusions have been drawn from these discussions: 
1. Improved social engagement should be at the core of climate interventions and innovation and moreover, the solutions have to fit within the local reality. 
2. Economic interventions should be done while into account the ecological value and the notion that an innovative concept may need to mature and some level of legal flexibility before complying with legislation. This to ensure that economic interventions lead to sustainable innovation with the ecological value at heart. 
Policy: Circular economy - City of Amsterdam
3. It is crucial to create new ways of working between many (including young) stakeholders in order to combat complex issues of integrality and changes in value chains.  
4. Finally the law could and should be considered as a service, providing innovative concepts to experiment and mature via regulatory sandboxes. This notion is crucial to create successful innovation within cities.
Please find the full conclusions at: Amsterdam visit EU Commission DG Environment - openresearch.amsterdam

By Julia Miralles de Imperial, Advisor on Science and University Policy, Barcelona City Council, City of Barcelona Barcelona

From 2020 a local science university policy was launched in Barcelona, on the “Barcelona Science plan”. The objective of this policy is to make a link between science and citizens but also to make a link with the Cities’ needs. One of these needs are of course Climate Neutrality. 
3 projects that relate to this climate neutrality and sustainability: 
1. A Call for scientific and urban challenges every two years of 1 million euros. These target young researchers as principal investigators. One of the principal lines of research is climate neutrality. 
2. Citizens science office (since 2012) provide several calls in various neighbourhoods, some of which also relate to climate neutrality. For example projects where young boys and girls visit to river to study contamination and its effects.
3. Third and last, the city and science biennale (third edition 2023) mayor event of cities event. One of the mayor issues we will work on is life on the planet. Here the relationship between scientific advances, human life and sustainability will be debated. 

Julia expressed the value of CSI as a network to keep exchanging ideas and to inspire each other in order to learn from our different local realities. 
By Despoina Mantziari, Professor AUTH School of Medicine, ThessAHALL Founder, City of Thessaloniki
Despoina Mantziari highlighted the overall need in cities to rapidly adapt to systematic changes and to redesign urban infrastructures. This in order to build a dynamic urban economy that is responsive and can aid in the climate resilience. 
One of the tools that city science can claim is the living labs, which can be seen as open innovation ecoysystems or a social innovation and experimentation playground to interact with all relevant actors (governments, industry, people, academia). 
One of the main purposes of these labs are to create “partners of experience” and to activate those involved and impacted to contribute in solutions. Hereby also cultivating trust in one other and in academia in general.
Despoina Mantziari presented the objectives of the “citizens science and participatory research, social and digital innovation hub” in Thessaloniki where various stakeholders are interconnected. The hub has a great scope, with over 300 funded projects and living labs, among several focusing on environmental protection and climate change. 
An important focus of one the living labs is how climate change affects public health, relating to air quality, and the overall improvement of public life. This is done through a community project where sensors were available to citizens that could be attached to their bodies while exercising. Hereby not only providing data on individual health indicators, but also on air quality.
By Dominique Frentz, CEO of the Department of Economic Attractiveness and Employment (Direction de l’Attractivité et de l’Emploi), City of Paris
Paris has experienced the direct effects from global warming this past summer through various heat waves in the City. Important to note is that the density of people in Paris in some areas is twice as high as in London and New York and even just as high as Bombay. Local factors such as these have to be taken into account while creating solutions. 
Paris has focused in its policy on cycle paths and planting trees and has put the ecological transition in a broader sense high on agenda. However there is still an urgent need to increase the efforts relating to the use of gas and electricity. 
Finally it was expressed that as a City, you have to use different actors (state, private) to make a successful transition and be respectful of the resources available. 
Cooperation between the European Commission and the cities
By Alessandro Rainoldi, Head of Unit, DG Joint Research Centre (JRC) Territorial Development, European Commission.
Cities are places where multiple phenomena occur in synchronisation. The momentum of the City Science Initiative as a connector of these cities and within these cities has been gained and has proved itself sustainable, important to maintain this. 
The Joint Research Centre is science service of the European Commission without the policy to implement it. Research on policies is done from design to implementation assessment. Hereby data and modelling (available through the Urban Data Platform) are crucial to analyse in an objective manner and to make sound policy advise and handbooks (such as: SDG voluntary local review). 
The Joint Research Centre aims to interact with various actors such as the cities and its communities through the communities of practise or the mayors through the covenant of mayors.
The City Science Initiative adds to these interactions and can be seen as a stimulus to   interact with cities. This has proven very useful to improve potential contributions as there is no “one size fits all” model available or even possible. This makes city science crucial to gain a realistic approach towards cities but moreover to build city science within the city governance. City science is a function that should be close enough to the key decision makers in the city but also far enough to remain independent.
By Jenny Koutsomarkou, Partnership officer URBACT, European Commission 
URBACT funds and supports EU cities to implement local policies. It gathers networks in a bottom up approach in order to exchange views to make an integrated action plan. URBACT helps with capacity building activities. Here URBACT urges cities to connect with local knowledge institutions and implement a participatory approach. Cities have to look at evidence already available to integrate in the action plan. 
The URBACT call (published in January) could help to jumpstart projects that require legal sandboxes. 
By Marie Yeroyanni, Head of Unit Research and Innovation (RTD.C2) “Future Urban and Mobility Systems”, European Commission.

URBACT and the City Science Initiative could combine efforts in order to create an action plan relating to climate neutrality cases. Regarding the wider Climate Neutrality Cities mission, it is important to link all the synergies of the participating cities. The City Science Initiative has the potential to contribute greatly to the urban library which is available to all cities, in order to link these synergies.
The cities mission is placed in horizon Europe as its challenges are so complex that a cross-sectoral and demand-led approach is needed, creating synergies between existing initiatives and basing its activities on the actual needs of cities. Therefore the formulation of climate contracts are important to guide as they will shape the road cities have to take. 
By Pia Laurila, Policy officer REGIO.03 “Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial development, European Commission
Cohesion policy is essential to have quality investment in an urban dimensión. Pia Laurila introduced the European Urban Inititiave (EUI) based in Lille which aims to support cities in a coherent way in line with the new European Bauhaus. The call for proposals is open until Januari 19, 2023. The initiative follows an integrated and participatory approach for cities of all sizes to sustainable urban development and provide stronger link to EU (cohesion) policies. 
The support that is offered throught the initiative is based on capacity and knowledge building, creating territorial impact assementa, monitoring policy developments and offering lines of communiciation. Themes for urban authorities are, among others, adapting and transforming buildings for affordable housing solutions and constructing or revonating in a spirit of circularity. One of the urban development network activities focuses on city2city exchanges, a niche where the CSI is already active on. A panorama of various cities here is crucial.

Challenges of creating a climate neutrality movement
By Jean-Charles Lardic, Director of Foresight, Marseille Municipality Chairman of the Institute for Legal transition, City of Marseille 
Jean-Charles Lardic stressed the importance of an interface between research and urban policy-making. He added that the future of the fight for Climate change and research will come from new fields that are yet to be explored and will create unconventional solutions towards for example decarbonasation. 
These yet-to-be-explored fields could be focusing on the hidden side of the carbon footprint, for example integrating the cyber footprint and the integral complexity in consumption. 
Relating to the complexity of an integral approach, the role of informal economies should also not be forgotten. This sector could be very active in some areas and therefore has a role to play as a factor to take into account as well as a stakeholder. 
A new model of cooperation does not only include all the relevant stakeholders, but moreover offers a 1) meaningful interaction and 2) meaningful outcomes.
Meaningful interaction is more than a democratic proces. Democracy has transitioned from a one-off support for policies towards a continuous cycle that mandates decisión-making by authorities. Here the local government should enable law as a service. 
Regarding meaningful outcomes, Cities need research as a service and researchers to help design new economic models and societal innovations. To ensure that the menaingful outcomes, such as new economic models and societal innovations, are respected, a legal transition should follow. Here the City Science Initiative has a advisory role to play in to reinvent the human-sciences. 
By Jani Tartia, Specialist (PhD), Centre of excellence for sustainable development, City of Espoo,
Espoo, as part of the 100 Climate Neutral Cities mission, aims to collaborate between The City, companies and its citizens. Hereby finding common solutions towards sustainability for example on biodiversity and energy use. Important to find common goals in local, regional and national level and to actively cooperate with all relevant actors and to create new solutions together. This could a create carbon handprint that can be successfully used in other cities.
In the field of renewable energy production and citizenship, the creation of awareness is important and also relates greatly to the electrification of mobility. One of the main issues is the long-lasting of the projects and to ensure that they live on after the support has to end. So a sustainable way of collaborating.
By Christian Iaione, URBACT Lead Expert, Director LabGov, City of Reggio Emilia
Reggio has invested in one of the most advanced testbeds of law as a service and particpation. They have created regulation regarding urban democracy and urban justice that revolves around collaboration pacts. Here the public administration collaborates with citizens and various other actors from relevants sectors. Private partner – community partnerships. A legal tool that ensures these new ways of collobarting helps to créate an economic democracy. The idea is that we need to share the knowledge and same values to créate sustainable inovation. More specificaaly a Smart commuity platform was created as well as the creation of energy communities where issues such as energy poverty is being tackled. If you embed it in the structure there are no limits to citizens being the drivers of innovation. 
Even though Reggio was not selected as on the 100 CNC cities. 
https://www.euarenas.eu/post/the-mayor-of-reggio-emilia-on-participatory-democracy 
https://labgov.city/theurbanmedialab/the-co-cities-series-2-reggio-emilia/ 

By Thomas Jacob, international projects, City of Hamburg 

To solemnly work in silo’s is not feasible. We have learned not only to break these but actively ensure that output of research is implemented in a progressive way. A realistic view is necesary regarding for example estimations of energy savings and at the cost efficiency is a crucial aspect. 
The centers of excellence have great outputs but can and should work together with other actors to operationalize and to ensure cost efficiency.
Thomas stated that we would need to build bridges between the existing needs and opening perspectives (people, companies). You cannot expect bankrupt companies to invest in energy efficiency for example.  

Concluding remarks
Caroline Nevejan, Chief Science Officer, City of Amsterdam

Caroline Nevejan, on behalf of all City participants, expressed the shared appreciation towards the European commission and their involvement towards the cities via the actions plans, cohesion policy and support in a broader sense that contributes to a common European Culture.  
Reflecting on the steep path of the City Science Initiative since the creation 3 years ago, it could be concluded how much more embedded the link of city science in the governance is being assumed in the shared conversations. Moreover how integrality and new ways of working has also become a factor more and more taken into account into these conversations. 
As the issues that we are facing may seem grand, they are close to us, and we have to make them more addressable by making it into smaller projects with local and social impact. This also relates to reshaping our common (European) culture. We have to speak the same language and accelerate out of different views that undermine collaboration opportunities. 
One of the main conclusions from this session is that there is a unique role for PI’s and the advancement of renewed skillsets to play as well as a great task for universities and the City authorities. New spaces for young PI’s, whom will lead our future, need to be created by these universities where not only research and innovation on high-tech is crucial, however a focus and low-tech should not be ignored. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, we need to keep the momentum of cities as local drivers of innovation that has been gained by the European Commission in their policies and the City Science Initiative as a connecter and knowledge hub of cities and within cities. The dialogue with Cities has to remain open and transparent in order to move forward and accelerate the climate neutrality. 
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