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Welcome and introduction by moderator

Introduction to the Circular Cities and Regions Initiative

Circularity in construction: waste reduction and systemic reuse of materials 

| City of Asker, NO (CCRI Pilot) 

Circularity in solid waste management | Region of Central Macedonia, GR 

(CCRI Fellow)

Q&As & open debate

Conclusions & wrap-up
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Introduction to the Circular Cities and Regions 
Initiative (CCRI)

European Week of Regions and Cities



A Multi-stakeholder Collaboration & Support Scheme

Knowledge
Gathering  

Technical
Support

Financial
Support

Dissemination

Associated Partners

European Commission

CCRI Projects

Cities
& Regions

CCRI Coordination and 

Support Office Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe 

projects demonstrating Circular Systemic 

Solutions and testing circular business 

models 

Provides institutional support, sets up 

strategic partnerships (e.g. European 

Investment Bank, Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and 

Development), and offers financial 

support (i.e. Horizon 2020 and Horizon 

Europe grants)

Fosters synergies and complementarities 

between circular economy organisations

and initiatives, gathers relevant 

knowledge, and supports the 

CCRI Pilots and Fellows

EU initiatives, organisations, foundations 

and institutions providing additional 

guidance, capacity building, networking 

and dissemination opportunities





https://circular-cities-and-regions.eu/

helpdesk@circular-cities-and-regions.eu

@EUScienceInnov

EU Science & Innovation

Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI)



Asker Municipality

Martin Hafsahl



2016 2020





Climate action plan 2021-2033 

Climate smart food

Future-oriented buildings
and facilities

Transition, change management
and communication

Green mobility

Sustainable consumption

Carbon storage in nature



Circular economy initiatives in Asker

OMigjen: Circular Shopping Mall Construction and demolition

1500 m2 opens 2022 @ Slemmestad

Citizens engagement

Zero emission building sites 

Zero waste building sites

Mobile battery containers

NADA! “New procurements for documented 
waste reduction”

Piloting fossil-free sewage- and water pipes 

Digital monitoring and reporting systems for 
electric construction machines 

Reuse and redesign: Office furniture project



Case: Nedre Sem: Dismantle, reuse, rebuild: zero energy, zero emission

Collaborate to develop and test a system for reuse of building materials:
• Digital system for registration, mapping, ordering 
• Standardization of materials, categories, properties and certificates

• Business model for reuse of surplus materials and demolition projects
• Best practice logistics model for physical flow of materials (including storage)
• Comprehensive decision-making assessment for life cycle valuation criteria: renovation vs demolition

Circular Systemic Solution: 

martin.hafsahl@asker.kommune.no
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Circularity in solid waste 
management 

in the Region of Central Macedonia

CHRΥSANTHI KISKINI
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND OF CENTRAL MACEDONIA
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The transition towards a sustainable, regenerative, and 
just circular economy needs to change the mindset of 
society and this, in turn, will be reflected in the economy 
of Region of Central Macedonia (RCM).

The Regional Unit of Thessaloniki has a large potential 
in employment opportunities in the Circular Economy.
Source: https://www.circular-jobs.world

SUSTAINABLE BEHAVIOR PATTERNS

Circularity needs to become the new normal and not a
mere aspect of development. 

ACTIONMINDSET
NEW

NORMAL

CIRCULAR JOBS IN THE

REGIONAL UNIT OF 

THESSALONIKI
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Main factors for the lag in achieving 
the quantitative objectives in 

sustainable management of solid 
waste

Lack of 
infrastructure in 

the Region of 
Central Macedonia

Need to restructure
the system of 
collection and 

sorting at source

One of the major challenges of RCM is the sustainable 
management of solid waste.
The RCM lags in the achievement of quantitative objectives 
in this sector. 

WASTE 
MGΜT

TEXTILESTOURISM

AGROFOOD

The RCM focuses on four major sectors 
for the implementation of the transition 
to a circular economy: Waste 
management, the agro-food sector, 
tourism and textiles.

From research and actions of the bodies 
of the Region, waste management is the 
most prominent challenge in the Region. 
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How can we 
increase separation 

at source in the 
Region?

In order to achieve the targets until 2030, the increase of 
the separation at source is required. 

Strengthening 
of sorting at 

source
infrastructure

Greater 
public 

awareness
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In order to achieve the targets until 2030, the increase of 
the separation at source is required. 

The Regional Operational Program of Central Macedonia 
2021-2027 will focus on the development of the network of 
green points or other infrastructure to strengthen the 
“sorting at source” at local level. 

More than 35.000 brown bins will be placed in the 
Metropolitan Area of Thessaloniki as well as in other cities 
of RCM

Strengthening 
of sorting at 

source
infrastructure

In 15/38 Municipalities of the Region of Central 
Macedonia are in the course of installing green points, as 
part of an ongoing action to establish and expand the 
network of green points within the Region.  
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In order to achieve the targets until 2030, the increase of 
the separation at source is required. 

The methodology to achieve greater public awareness 
includes actions targeted both for citizens and enterprises 
aiming to develop sustainable behavior patterns. 

Greater Public
Awareness

Targeted actions for 
enterprises will include 
workshops for stakeholders, 
the construction of an open 
database on waste 
management issues, and the 
creation of a web library of 
good practices on circularity

Targeted actions for 
citizens will include 
specialized approaches for 
different categories of 
population such as students, 
members of ethnic 
minorities, and the elderly
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As part of the community of Circular Cities and 

Regions Initiative, the Region of Central 

Macedonia with the support of the Regional 

Development Fund of Central Macedonia aspires 

to exchange knowledge, to enhance its 

actions, and to empower its extroversion

towards a more circular economy and a more 

sustainable future for all of Europe.



.7

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION 

CHRYSANTHI KISKINI 
Architect, MA in Environmental 
Studies

Head of the Department of European 
Union Projects 

C.KISKINI@RDFCM.GR
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• Join the CCRI virtual stand and meet the CCRI team

• Subscribe to the CCRI Newsletter and register to the 
upcoming CCRI events

• Join the Horizon Europe (Cluster 6) Info Days on 13-14 
December and take part in the Brokerage Event on 19 
December



Thank you for your attention

https://circular-cities-and-regions.eu/

helpdesk@circular-cities-and-regions.eu


