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Integration support in rural areas

 Integration takes place at local level

 Local and regional authorities key actors of the integration process anywhere 

in the EU

 Recognised as such by the Action plan on integration and inclusion 2021-2027

 Renewed interest with welcoming of displaced persons from Ukraine

 Safe Homes guidance presented by the Commission 

 Diversity of the situation

 Diversity of rural profile (size, population, economic situation)

 Diversity of migration profiles of the country/region



Opportunities of integration in rural areas

Rural areas can offer true opportunities of effective integration 

 Housing market

 Positive perception of migration (migrants as a tool for revitalization)

 Accessible host communities

But this is not automatic plus high diversity of situation in rural areas in time and 

places



Challenges for integration in rural areas

Key obstacles to attract migrants in a sustainable way 

 Reduced public infrastructure and services (especially if migrants have 

specific needs) 

 Constraints for the labour market

 Lack of migrant networks

 Mobility of migrants

 Diversity of migrant profiles



Partnerships at the heart of 
effective solutions in rural areas

 Partnership is one of the key tools to allow sustainable settlement of migrants

 Multi-stakeholder partnership as a key concept in the Action plan on 

integration and inclusion 

 Example of ‘community sponsorship’ (diversity of types of community 

sponsorship)

 Advantages

 Host community/volunteers directly involved, facilitate local acceptation

 Planned arrival and comprehensive approach on migrants’ needs

 Local network for the migrants (for day to day support, job search etc.)



Examples of relevant practices

 Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund project SHARE SIRA project

 Other relevant projects under the programme Horizon 2020

 MATILDE https://matilde-migration.eu/about-matilde/

 WHOLE COMM https://whole-comm.eu/about-whole-comm/

 WELCOMING SPACES https://www.welcomingspaces.eu/project-partners-2/

 As part of SHARE SIRA project “Nuevos Senderos” (‘new trails’) in Spain by 

Fundación CEPAIM 

https://matilde-migration.eu/about-matilde/
https://whole-comm.eu/about-whole-comm/
https://www.welcomingspaces.eu/project-partners-2/


« Nuevos Senderos »

 Project “Nuevos Senderos” (‘new trails’) in Spain by Fundación CEPAIM in 11 

low-density and ageing provinces in Spain 

 Fighting against depopulation and achieving the mutual benefit of increased 

employment opportunities and higher quality of life, brought by an increased 

presence of newcomers in these territories 

 The project follows 4 phases during which the organisation works with 

municipalities, with migrants identified by CEPAIM’s international protection 

team and willing to relocate, with employers and social actors



« Nuevos Senderos »



Thank you!
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