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Young minds
can do great

things!

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities



by  Loreta  Čižinauskienė
and  Vital i ja  Miškinienė

           aking the project was the
neccessity.
 
If right now you went into the 
streets of any Lithuanian city,
there is 99% of a possibility that
you won't meet any refugee or
an asylum seeker.
 
Apparently, Lithuania is not the
country to be shouting to the
world that we are flooded with
people running from the horrors
of war, torture, abuse, or religious
persecution,  people feverishly
trying to escape all possible
violations of fundamental
human rights. 

An excerpt from the opening speech during the opening
ceremony of the first meeting

M

Kaunas  Jesuit
High School
community
promotes open
mindedness,
tolerance and
respect to those in
need.

Yet, our nation had a long and
tormenting history of exile,
political and ideological
persecution. You will not find a
family in Lithuania whose
parents, grandparents, brothers
or sisters were not painfully
dragged from their warm
homes, horded onto stinky
wagons and mercilessly
transported to freezing and
hostile Siberia. 
 
You won't find a family whose
relatives only 50 years ago were
not forced to choose a path of a
refugee.
 
 
 
 

We are meeting here today, at
the start of this project, not
simply to make a superficial and
fashionable statement that we
are familiar with the events
currently happening in the world
regarding refugees. 
No! 
We are starting the project with
a clear message: 
we are against any kind of
terror!
Naturally, the question arises:
why are we meeting in
Lithuania?
The answer is an honest and
true one: 

We more than care!
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE
PROJECT COORDINATORS

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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TESTIMONY
OF A SYRIAN REFUGEE

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Another real life
story - my life story!!
I Lost a cousin.  He died at the
age of 18 when he went
outside with his friends. Then
a mortar shot landed in front
of him and he was gone fore
ever...
I lost my grandfather due to
an illness. He didn't want to
buy his medicines because of
the increased prices which
was caused by the war. He
was a doctor and he told us
that nothing would happen to
him. Then he was gone for
ever...
 
 
 

I almost got shot by a sniper
when me and my father were
trying to cross a bridge. We
were running when a sniper
was shooting at us. A young
man right behind me was
fatally wounded...
We had to go through that
bridge and we had to do it for
the cost of our lives...
We also lived in Aleppo for
almost a month (23 days )
with no electricity and no
water. Every day we had to
walk around the street with
bottles to fill them with
water.
We made a simulation in
Lithuania but I was personally
going through those hard
times by myself.
 
 
 
 

And there are these explosions
happening regularly. At least
one explosion every fifteen
minute  - during days and
night. I got used to hearing
the sound of mortars, snipers
and gunshots.  Another cousin
of mine passed away by a
random shot...
 I have no words to explain
how I feel or describe how
hard it is to carry on with
what I had to witness.
I hope we can make a change
in this world so that people
don’t have to face or go
through this again.
 
 
 

Necim Makansi, a
student from
Gaziantep, Turkey.
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           igration is not a new
phenomenon. Yet, this constant
influx of refugees as a result of
violent conflicts cause dramatic
and fundamental changes in
social, political, economic as well
as educational landscapes. 
 
The current migration is
drastically impacting transit
countries, such as Turkey, Greece
and Italy; in Turkey, for instance,
reaching over 3 million people,
making Turkey the host country 
 with the largest refugee
population in the world.
 
Naturally, European values such
as tolerance and solidarity are
put under stress.
Therefore, it is crucial for Europe
to learn how to  deal with asylum
and migration which,
unfortunately, are
accompanied by racism and
xenophobia.  
 
 

Why was it decided to implement the project internationally?

M

A photo from
the refugee
camp in
Turkey .

 
 

The surveys and researches
carried out reveal the tendency
tat people of host countries are
more likely to view refugees
negatively rather than
positively.
 
The integration of refugees in
various countries of the
European Union (e.g. Lithuania,
The Netherlands, Spain and
others) are experiencing various
cultural, political, social and
economic obstacles  which are
necessary to be tackled.    
 
Yet, this is a mutual process.
 
It requires collaboration from
two parties: both refugees
should be willing to accept the
responsibility for their
integration into the host
country, and the host country
should be willing to accept and
integrate refugees. 
 

Here education plays a huge
role. Otherwise, hostile
atmosphere is created which
promotes the cultural
discourse full of stereotypical
and prejudiced notions, which
are strengthened by the
negative portrayal of refugees
in the media and popular
culture. 
 
This  inconsistent and negative
attitude that refugees receive
from local communities is
directly linked to the problem
of discrimination: about 66% of
Lithuanians justify
discrimination, similarly, only
31% of Italians are in favor  of
hosting the new comers (with
a parallel situation in other
European countries).

CONTEXT OF THE PROJECT

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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OBJECTIVE
1

AIM

GOAL
3

To focus on such

competencies as social

and civic responsibilities,

a sense of initiative and

leadership, cultural

awareness and creativity,

digital competence as

well as language skills

(English in particular)

We recognize that the current refugee crisis and entailed
massive migration is bringing radical changes into

national educational paradigms.

obtain knowledge from multiple angles

EXPECTED  RESULTS

”“

A  WISH  TO  WORK  ON  VOLUNTARY

BASIS

AN  ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION  IN  THE

SCHOOL  COMMUNITY

AN  INCREASED  AWARENESS

CONCERNING  REFUGEE  ISSUES

A  POSITIVE  ATTITUDE  TOWARDS

REFUGEES

To transfer, share and gain

good experiences  as well as

useful and manageable

practices regarding social

inclusion regarding refugees

and the way host countries

accept and treat them,

which will serve as a bridge

among project participant

schools to come to mutual

understanding regarding

refugees corresponding to

the EU Migrant Policy.

a willingnes to work in a team

Tangible and Intangible

an interest in political and cultural life of
Europe regarding refugees

a sense of common European identity

To form and open and

balanced perception of

refugees and their cultures

through research, analysis,

counter narratives,

intellectual dialogue, and

direct encounter while

acknowledging the

negative attitudes arising

from the societies regarding

refugees.

MISSION OF THE PROJECT

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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1 Kaunas Jesuit High School, Kaunas,
Lithuania

2 Instituto Istruzione Secondaria
Superiore E.Fermi, Lecce, Italy

3 IES  Politecnico Jesus Marin,

Malaga, Spain 

4
Stichting Sint Augustinus Havo
Notre Dame des Anges,
Ubberegen, The Netherlands 

5 Korfez Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu
Lisesi, Kocaeli, Turkey

6 Ayvaz Burckan Cok Programli
Anadolu Lisesi, Gaziantep, Turkey

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

PROJECT SCHOOL
PARTICIPANTS

   |     7



logo
THE  BENEFIT  OF  WORKING  TOGETHER

A set of  cr iteria was designed for a

prospective logo.  It  was expected

to:

ref lect  the aim of  the project ;

ref lects the EU values;  

be art ist ic  and aesthetic ;

be expressed in a clear  form; 

be innovative and original ;

apply no more than 4 colors .

During the 1st  partner

meeting at  Kaunas Jesuit

High School ,  the project

logo competit ion was held.

Out of  the proposed six ,  the

one created by the Spanish

delegation was voted to be

the  off ic ial  logo.  

"No one puts their
children in a boat
unless the water is
safer than the land" -
Warsan Shire



I  was real ly  surprised when

the logo created by us -  the

Spanish delegation -  was

announced to be the winner .

Of  course,  I  fe lt  we were on

the r ight way,  s imply because

we'd put so much effort  into

the creation process i tsel f :

the logo is  real ly  authentic ,

i t 's  handmade,  i t 's  personal ly

felt .  We spent so much t ime

experimenting with shapes

and colours . . .   

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Logo winner Lucia Mora from
Malaga, Spain with project
coordinators Loreta
Čižinauskienė and Vitalija
Miškinienė

LUCIA MORA:

The logo created by the
Spanish delegation was
selected to be the
winner.
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diversity
THE  BENEFIT  OF  WORKING  TOGETHER

know
care
act...
The poster creation served as an
important integral part of the
whole understanding of the
project core idea

plus!

"Although  we  think
differently ,  we  can

distinguish  the  r ight  from
the  wrong ! "



COOPERATION
It was a bit unexpected when we were divided into mixed nationality

groups with the task to create a poster which could visually and powerfully

express the idea of why we're meeting here, in Lithuania. Fortunately, the

guys turned out to be really friendly! And they knew about the refugee

situation so much that all I could do was take the scissors and cut the

pictures from the magazines. 

We wanted to make it really strong! So that you look at it and feel the

threat, the horror, the helplessness and at the same time - HOPE.

 I'm happy we've succeeded. 

 

Spoke Simone Aiello, a student from Italy.

The groups consisting of
different nationalities
present the idea behind the
poster.

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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POSTER WINNER

.

Not only did the poster have to reflect

the idea of the project Refugees Matter:

from Challenges to Opportunities, but

also it had to present a motto - a driving

claim for the whole idea.

The project motto turned to be:  

There is still hope for everyone!  
 

The official project
poster with the
motto.

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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         nowing the
situation deeper may
open up new pathways
to thinking and behavior.
 
The final Assembly at
Kaunas Municipality
Main Hall served as a
medium to express all
what had accumulated
during the first partner
meeting hosted by
Kaunas Jesuit High
School. 
 
 
 

K

Lithuanian delegation
with EU MP Petras
Auštrevičius

 
 

The project participants
took part in a lively
dialogue with the
 EU MP Petras
Auštrevičius regarding
the current situation of
refugees and people's
attitudes towards them.
 
We are very grateful of
the opportunity to be
here this week, and we
promise to take part in
creating opportunities
for the refugees in
Holland. - A Dutch
student reflected.
 
 
 
 

THE FINAL ASSEMBLY AT
KAUNAS COUNCIL 
 

Erasmus+ project
coordinators Loreta
Čižinauskienė and Vitalija
Miškinienė with EU MP
Petras Auštrevičius
 
 

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Social  and  human  integrat ion  helps  to  remove  the  discomfort  and  ref lects
on  cultural  dif ferences  seen  as  a  resource  and  opportunity  for  dialogue .
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MOVIE NIGHT

“The documentary manages to catch your
attention from the beginning to the end and
show you that stereotypes about Muslims and
refugees are wrong and we all are just people
who want peace”. 
Student Benas Valatka, Lithuania

Spanish students
watching the film "Salam
Neighbor".

"The documentary “Salam Neighbour”
was demonstrated to our school students.
The demonstration was preceded by the
discussion about the refugee living
conditions in refugee camps in Turkey.
After the demonstration, the students
were involved in the reflection activities
with the aim to find out how the film
impacted them. The students openly
shared their feelings"
Student Mehmet Polat, Kocaeli, Turkey

The film attempts to show the viewer
the true importance of humanitarian
aid by providing insight into a
refugee camp which is situated in
Jordan.
 ‘Salam Neighbor’ proves to be a
captivating documentary depicting
the experiences of American
filmmakers Zach Ingrasci and Chris
Temple while living among 85,000
Syrians in Za'atari refugee camp.

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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MOVIE NIGHT

Movie afternoon

activity in Italy,

Salam Neighbor

"Our students  found the film exttremely
thought provoking. It caught their attention
and their way to consider the suffering of
refugees in their daily life"  
Italian coordinator Lina Bonatesta.

“This film is really mind-blowing and
changes the mind. Before watching
it, I did not imagine such a situation. I
expected to see a lot of tents and
huge crowds of refugees but I
thought that after some time they
leave these camps and integrate into
the societies of the shelter countries.
However, Salam Neighbour" shows
that a lot of people stay in refugee
camps for years and their destiny is
unknown as they have literally
nowhere to go. I think that this movie
perfectly portrays a refugee of the
21st century”. 
Student Nina Verhoeven, The
Netherlands.

“Hearing their heart-breaking
stories and experiencing their
losses is moving but at the same
time thought-provoking. The up
close shots make the connection
even more intimate and make the
Syrians seem vulnerable. I
recommend the film to everyone
who wants to hear and see the
real stories about Syrian refugees,
their lives and daily routines. It
makes a person consider their
abilities to help others and softens
the heart, motivates to have
dignity. Those in need are always
only a few steps away.” 
Student Žara Žižliauskaitė,
Lithuania.

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

According to the results of the
questionnaires, 78% of the students claimed
that they loved the film, 85% of them
mentioned that they empathized with the 

 Syrian refugees who live under temporary
protection, and 69% of them stated that
their awareness about the refugee problem
increased and positively changed.

Testimonies
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        irstly, we contacted a local
priest and some  volunteers who
provide evening food and drinks to
homeless people, refugees
included. Then, we all agreed to
collect money at our school in order
to buy food for the “Soup kitchen”.
Our students organized a lottery
and the prize was offered by one of
the student participating in the
project: a name-brand sweatshirt.
The money collected was enough
to buy large quantities of different
kinds of food, like tuna, cheese,
ham, milk, tea ,etc.
 
The first day of volunteering was
very touching: our students worked
hard to make about one hundred
sandwiches, to organize them with
respect to religious faith, so as no
pork meat for Muslims was handed.
 

volunteering was
more than touching

VOLUNTEERING –
ITALIAN TESTIMONY

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Italian teacher
Cristina Ferante
with the students
at the
volunteering site

At the  start of our volunteering activity , we decided to help people with no
money and no job by volunteering in breadlines outside the churches of our town
at lunchtime as well as dinnertime .

The students also wrapped
pieces of pizza offered by local
“pizzerie” and cakes offered by
local bakeries. They heated
many liters of milk and made
hot tea. When it was time to
open for the long breadline of
migrants, homeless, poor
families with children, they felt
extremely moved and worried.
 
 The distribution lasted for 1
hour with no pause; young
people were mostly refugees
from Africa and Asia; the oldest
ones were mainly local people. It
was the beginning of our
volunteering activity which we
are  still carrying on. All the
students and two teachers
confirmed their their choice to
be a volunteer.
 

In our project meetings we
discussed the effect this activity
had on our students; they felt
deeply affected. 
The students gained practical
experience when working with
refugees, homeless and poor
people. At the same time, the
students’ families appreciated
their children’s experience as a
wonderful and enriching
opportunity.
 
At the end, the students' social
responsibility increased a lot. At
the same time they developed a
high sense of empathy.
 

F
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Coordinator Loreta Čižinauskienė:
In March we started our volunteering
at the Refugee Reception Center of
the Republic of Lithuania where we
organized the concert to the
residents. Our students sang
national and popular songs, played
musical instruments, treated
refugees with the sweets cooked by
themselves. The concert was
followed by the impromptu
performance of refugee children.
After that the students had a
conversation with their peers from
Syria and Ukraine who shared their
painful life stories.

VOLUNTEERING – LITHUANIA

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

The group of senior students constantly volunteer at the Center of
Migrants in Kaunas : they teach refugees the Lithuanian language , help
organize community events , Their visits grow into friendship .

We really enjoyed being 
in this center. Also, we
realized that all those
people are just like us.
They want to be safe,
happy and find the best
place to live.
Student Aistė
Mikelionytė, Lithuania
 

After six months of this wonderful volunteering
experience in the institution, I can admit that my
personal exposure to the refugee community
helped me to get rid of my pre-existing stereotypes
about this social group. By helping a group of
refugees from Afghanistan to improve their
Lithuanian language skills I hope I have managed
to contribute at least a bit to their better
integration in the Lithuanian society that can
sometimes appear to be quite hostile and full of
prejudice.
Student Audrius Šaras, Lithuania. 
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We contacted the organisation “AI RAGAD”
which is working on the integration-health-
education-economic problems of Syrian
refugees and especially the orphan children.
They gave us some information about the
refugee needs. 
 
Soon we started to prepare the toys for
different ages and genders as required. This
work took about a month for our students to
prepare.. 
 
Also, we prepared food packages which
included oil, flour, pulse vegetables, rice,
macaroni, sugar, tea. 
 
Later we met refugee children and spent a few
hours with them playing games, singing songs.
It was their first direct encounter with
refugees.

We carried out the research and found out
that the Syrian students face the problem of
knowing the Turkish language, which causes
significant difficulties in integration. 
It was decided to give story books as a
present to Syrian students during the
project. 
 
22 students from our school participated in
the volunteering activities. Turkish Literature
teachers supported us to choose story books. 
 
The Aid campaign called “Give a story book”
was organized to supply story books -  56
books were supplied, 37 books were bought. 
 
In total, 93 books were given as a
present to Syrian refugee students from 2
different schools.

VOLUNTEERING – TURKEY

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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About the novel:  It is a story told
by a 15 years old Lithuanian girl
Lina who with her mother and
younger brother Jonas is
deported to the cold land of
Siberia by the cruel Soviet
Regime. The author tells the fate
of thousands of Lithuanians who
were exiled after World War
Two. That is a story of horrific
cruelty and violence for mature
tweens and up.

18 MEETING IN LECCE, ITALY
Interpretive reading, Between Shades of Grey by Rūta

Šepetys, Lithuanian delegation

Read by Emilija
Platukytė, the
student of Kaunas
Jesuit High School,
Lithuania

`

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

The extract of the novel read during the short-term exchange of groups of pupils
 meeting in Lecce, Italy:
 
We weren’t sick, but others were. Each day when the train stopped, we’d lean out of the car and try to
count the number of bodies thrown. It grew every day. I noticed Jonas kept track of the children, making
marks with a stone on the floorboard of the car. I looked at his marks and imagined drawing little heads
atop each one – hair, eyes, a nose, and a mouth. 
 
People estimated our path travelled south. Whoever was posted at a little window would call out when
we passed markers or signs. My feet were numb from the vibration of the floorboards. My head was
curdled from the stench, and I itched terribly. Lice were biting down the side of my hairline, behind my
ears, and in my armpits. 
 
We had passed through Vilnius, Minsk, Orsha, Smolensk. I wrote the path of cities on my handkerchief in
ink. Each day when the door was open to light, I would add more detail and identifying clues that Papa
could recognize – our birthdays, a drawing of a vilkas – a wolf. I made markings only in the center,
surrounded by a circle of hands touching fingers. I scrawled the words pass along under the drawing of
the hand and I drew a Lithuanian coin. When the handkerchief was folded, the writing was
undetectable.
 
We travelled farther South and pass through Ural mountains. Miss Grybas explained that the Urals were
the boundary between Europe and Asia. People said we were on the course for southern Siberia, or
possibly even China.
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18

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Interpretive reading: Name is Refugee by Fırat Erdoğan, Turkish
(Kocaeli) delegation

Read by: Burak
Demiray, Turkey

 
 
WEEKS.  I LOST TRACK of how long we have been travelling. I stopped watching for bodies to be hurled
from the cars. Every time the train pulled away, we left a litter of corpses in our wake. What would people
think if they saw them. Would someone burry them, or would they believe they were really thieves and
prostitutes? I felt as if I were riding a pendulum. Just as I would swing into the abyss of hopelessness, the
pendulum would swing back with some small goodness. 
 
AFTER SIX WEEKS, and the third day without food, the train stopped. They did not open the door. The bald
man, who has been chatting our progress from the city markers called from the window slot, guessed we
were somewhere in the Altai region, just north of China. I tried to peek through cracks in the wagon
boards, but it was dark outside. We banged on the doors. No one came. I thought of the loaf of bread I had
left on my windowsill, still warm and swollen from the oven. If only I could have a piece. Just one small
pinch. 
 
My stomach burned with hunger and my head throbbed. I missed drawing on real paper and longed for
light to sketch properly. I was sick of being so close to people. I felt their sour breath all over me, elbows
and knees constantly in my back. Sometimes I had the urge to start pushing people away from me, but it
was no use. We were like matchsticks in a small box. 

Ruined bodies,

Homes collapsed

And blandly corpses.

This what scene is…

 

Me sitting on comfort couch,

Watching children there

Dreaming blue

Under the black clouds.

 

Saw the pure fear

On big eyes that

Hiding behind tiny humans.

 

Liberal hearts,

Suffering upon shortened shadows,

Yet; nobody is back from

Being the butcher of the Middle

East.

 

 
 

Among ruins

Wasted lives.

Just stories stolen people;

All hue and cry.

 

Everything fails,

Pain not quit,

Leaver not coming back.

 

Land cries,

World listens silently,

Destroying the country.

Neither a voice

Nor a breath.

 

 

Same question in everyone’s

head:

When shall end this savagery…?

However, neither a hand moves

Nor a finger…

 

War and death

Coming with men

Not carrying conscience

Take the child away from

country

Playing with toys at home.

Now the child is in home

And name is “Refugee”    |     2 0



18 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
SIMULATION
What is it like to be a policy-maker?

During the meeting in Lecce,  Italy, the
students got into their committees and
discussed the questions trying to come
up with the best ways to tackle the
provided problems and questions. They
imagined that they were the
representatives of their national
countries, for this reason, they had to be
well familiarized with the position of their
national governments. 

Having discussed their committee
problems and possible solutions, the
students wrote resolutions which they
presented during the Final Assembly

`

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Fully believing in the inviolability of human rights;
Alarmed by the lack of social awareness programs for the general public in
Member States;
Aware of the massive number of hate crimes committed against refugees; 
Fully aware of the mutual disrespect between citizens and refugees for each
other's’ cultures leading to transgression of human rights; 
Taking into account the media bias and the fear-mongering by politicians who try
to manipulate the public’s opinion but bearing freedom of speech in mind.

Human rights resolution
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18

`

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

Keeping in mind the accomplishment of the human rights noted by the European Union and
having     regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, the committee
provides the      following solutions: 
On Employment: 

Calls upon the EU to provide subsidies to employees to employ refugees; 
Urges the creation of training programs to get specific skills that are needed for refugees to join
the workforce; 
Emphasizes the need of establishment of mandatory awareness classes for employees, that
would: 
help to combat racism and prejudice, 
normalize the relationship between employees of different cultural backgrounds who are working
in the same workplace.

On Healthcare: 
Emphasizes the importance of improving living conditions for refugees in camps; 
Strongly recommends ensuring that national healthcare system is easily accessible to refugees
who have been relocated to a specific member state. 

On Education:
Emphasizes the need for improving local language classes in order to assure the sufficient
proficiency of refugees;
Further invites implementing special training programs for teachers to be sufficiently competent
in working with refugees; 
Encourages Member States to establish an inclusive education system recommending that both
refugee and local children attend same educational institutions; 
Further recommends providing subsidies for refugee children to cover the cost of accessing
education.

On Social Awareness: 
Encourages Member States to establish community centers to organize open events for general
public in order to increase its understanding of obstacles refugees are forced to face; 
Urges the creation of platform, which would emphasize the positive aspect of immigration and
multiculturalism:

Creating a social media accounts, 
Streaming documentaries, socially aware commercials.

On Housing: 
Calls upon the EU to provide subsidies for rent in order to encourage refugees to live in the bigger
cities;
Strongly recommends the initiative for the EU citizens to voluntarily host refugees.   

On Religious Freedom: 
Further invites placing checks and balances on the local government in order to assure the
religious practices from not being limited; 
Encourages the establishment of mandatory classes on different religious beliefs.

On Security:
Calls upon Member States to assure throughout investigation and reasonable penalties for hate
crimes committed against refugees; 
Strongly recommends to increase policing in areas mainly preoccupied by refugees.
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To foster creativity and digital
skills, the Erasmus + project
participants were involved in
the creation of a short
documentary film.
 
The students were
encouraged to delve deeper
into the problems migrants 
 and refugees are currently
confronted with.
 

18

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

MEETING IN SPAIN
Short documentary film creation

Cultural outing in Seville

 
The short documentary film creators had to:
 

try to understand the migrants'
experiences;
familiarize themselves with the difficulties
they are facing in a foreign to them
environment;
exercise the skills necessary for the project
implementation such as script-writing, role
distribution, choosing filming locations,
etc.
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REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities

SHORT DOCUMENTARY
WINNER

 
 
 
https://vimeo.com/325720962
 
 
 Do you think social media informs well

about refugees?
 
I do think people sort out the information
themselves since "the media" is a wide
concept. As a matter of fact, every person
searching for some kind of  information
will find it. Yet, I do not know how much
information there should be. Not may
refugees are coming to Lithuania,
therefore, there is not much information.
Naturally, the more refugees, the more
information.
 
Lithuanian film:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jt5Tu2-
GPOs&t=1s&fbclid=IwAR23A1DZ1M3TEMBKs
U-NuIbwU-
xGvZqzC6crmZ3U4FLc9bCguKE2MkwlbqQ
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This short  f i lm tel ls  a  story of  a mother

and her 4 chi ldren,  some of  the

thousands of  refugees l iv ing in

Gaziantep.  The story of  a l i fe  with lots

of  struggles and dif f icult ies which are

turned into opportunit ies with big

efforts .

People flee from their country for a reason. They are fleeing
because they are in trouble in their home country and they
need help.

What is your opinion about refugees?

 We must help them. It is our duty.

Gaziantep, Turkey
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MEETING IN SPAIN

Photography exhibition -  direct  encounters with refugees
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A photo camera allows an acute observer to notice the
unnoticeable, to witness the
silenced truth, to convey the reality indescribable by simple
words.

This activity was a good opportunity for students  to exercise their
creativity and increase digital competence  skills.

Having this in mind, the Project invited the
students to try to capture the images that could reflect the main idea of
the Project, that is, hope and positivism towards refugees.
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The eBook presents a 

 series of photographs

made during the

project by Turkish

student  Abdullah

Ciftci  in one of the

Syrian refugee camps 

 at the boarder of

Turkey.

COMPETITION  WINNER

 Abdullah Ciftci, Turkey, Kocaeli



photography
exhibition

Photographer: 
Abdullah Ciftci

Life's greatest happiness is to
be convinced we are loved.
 

Victor Hugo



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
"REFUGEE ISSUES IN EUROPE"

REFUGEES MATTER: from challenges to opportunities
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was held September 27, 2019 at Kaunas Jesuit High School

EDUCAT ION

V O L K A N  A L P A R S L A N  K I L I Ç ,  T U R K E Y

T H E  P R O B L E M S  O F  S Y R I A N
R E F U G E E S  I N  T H E  B A S I C  E D U C A T I O N

I N  T U R K E Y

THERE IS STILL HOPE

Sharing ideas and experiences

has wonderful benefits. 

At the conference the speakers made
speeches which touched upon such topics
as:

Integration and Migrant Segregation;
Multiculturalism in Europe;
Xenophobia - Social Stigma that Stops
the Humanity from Moving Forward, 
Alienation in Lithuanian Migrants’
Literature, etc.
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When the Project participants were asked: - How do you
feel about refugees seeking asylum to your country? -
the majority of the responses were promising. 
 

I think that we should help them because of my catholic
believes. In Lithuania once there was the time of a similar
situation, and other countries helped us, so we also need
to do that.
I feel neutral. If they come with peace and are able to
adapt to our rules and respect them, than everything is
fine. But there are a lot of refugees who do not care about
the rules and just care about making a chaos in the
country. If they do that, I think it is neither safe not even
for that country citizens nor refugees themselves. So it is
honestly a very debatable question, that i can not answer
straightforwardly.
If people are in dire need of help, even if among them are
those that are only seeking for better social conditions, I
do not see why we should turn down the people from war
ravaged countries. I think it is a humane thing to help
them.

Final Note

Are you willing to help
refugees coming to your
country and seeking
asylum?

How to know that the project has made a
difference?
Have young people really become more tolerant
and less xenophobic?

Yes No Not sure

75% 

50% 

25% 

0% 



1 Kaunas Jesuit High School, Kaunas,
Lithuania

2Instituto Istruzione Secondaria
Superiore E.Fermi, Lecce, Italy

3 IES  Politecnico Jesus Marin, Malaga,
Spain 
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Loreta Čižinauskienė Vitalija Miškinienė

Cristina Ferante

Jose Maria Valverde

PROJECT PARTNERS

We believe that everyone should have a chance

and the same opportunity to live a life that we

enjoy living. Whatever the case for immigration is,

most of us should have a moral obligation to help

the refugees because you never know what

situation might happen to you.

 

Hopefully, this project Refugees

Matter: from Challenges to

Opportunities could make at

least a slight but significant

difference in young people's

minds.

 

Today's world definitely is not free from problems.  It is crucial to

understand that not everyone is provided with the same life

opportunities thus, we shouldn’t prevent others from seeking better

lives. The youngsters must be constantly educated about that. 

 

Pasqualina BonatestaGiuseppe Russo
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5 Korfez Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu Lisesi,
Kocaeli, Turkey

6Ayvaz Burckan Cok Programli Anadolu Lisesi,
Gaziantep, Turkey

4
Stichting Sint Augustinus Havo Notre

Dame des Anges, Ubberegen, The
Netherlands 

Elisabeth Leenders

Volkan Alparslan Kilic

Mehmet Ayik

PROJECT PARTNERS

Thanks to the project, we got involved into a prominent topic of

today's  political, economic, educational world - migration influx to

Europe. Is it a major political headache? Definitely, yes! That is why, it

was extremely beneficial  to get to know what obstacles other

countries meet regarding refugees and how they manage to cope

with these challenges. 

 

During the last years, Turkey has faced the largest

flood of refugees from Syria. The situation has

drastically reshaped the political, economic and

moral landscape of the country. Fortunately, Turkish

people around us realize that no-one chooses to leave

their home country for good without a severe and

push-factor such as war, cruelty and starvation. 

 

We all must open our eyes and face the fact that the

world will never be the same as it was 10 years ago.

Inevitably, refugees are becoming the part of our

every day lives. WE hope, we will learn our lessons

right!

 

Harun Kunu

Ipek  Sağım



EDUCATION

UNLOCKS

ALL

D O O R S
T H E

Photos made by Italian students



R E F U G E E S
M A T T E R

COORDINATED BY KAUNAS JESUIT  HIGH SCHOOL

FROM
CHALLENGES
TO
OPPORTUNITIES

LET'S MAKE PEOPLE MORE TOLERANT

with 6 schools being involved

 ERASMUS +
PROGRAMME OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

during 2017-2019

THERE IS STILL  HOPE  FOR EVERONE


