Building upon the Future of Cities
— the new policy briefs

Published in 2019: I THE FUTU%E

- Challenges: affordable housing, mobility, provision of

services, ageing, urban health, social segregation,
environmental footprint, climate action

- Pe rspectives: space and the city, tech and the city,

cities as innovation hubs, the citizen’s city, urban
governance, the resilient city

Some topics were left unexplored + new
topics emerged...
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‘Deating with the results of demographic, economic but also In the developing world. In fact, shrinking rray well
and physical contraction processes and planning becorne the new normal for many citles and the populations
Jor the future of smailer but that Inhablt thern. Shrinking Is a complex process that affects
liveable cities is one of the most challenging tasks rrultiple aspects frorn the physical structure of the city to
for urban Europe in the near future'? Its soclal and dermographic fabric. The definition of a shrinking
LI clty used In this brief Is that formulated by the Shrinking Citles
Over the course of history, ditles, Influenced by various Intematlonal Research Network (SCIRN): ‘@ densefy populated
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historical, soclal, economic, demographic or political factors,
have gone through cycles of growth and decline. While the

urban aren that has on the one hand faced a population loss
in large ports of it (for at leost 5 years, more than 0.15%

world has been and is to
concentrate in cities, the idea that all cities are

olly), and is on the other hand undergoing economic
with some ofa arisis?.

growing Is false. As population ages and fertility rates fall
or as the result of outrnigration, an Increasing number of
citles are shrinking, partiaularly In the USA, Europe and Japan

In what follows, trends are assessed for Functional Urban
Areas (FUAP, corresponding to urban centres and thelr
comrruting area.
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Urban-rural
interactions and
their territorial
disparities

Carolina Perpina Castillo
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F., Loeschner, J., Batista e Silva, F. and Lavalle, C. (2022). Urban-rural interactions and their territorial
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SOTETT 2 = ZZ0T LWoNIN Lo @

European
Commission

The Future of Cities Series

Urban-rural interactions
and their territorial disparities

-+ Cities are heavily reliant on their surrounding -+ The existing disparities in quality of life across
areas, especially for natural environment, resources different types of settiements can be tackled
and production of food, while peri-urban and rural through appropriate place-based policies,
and employment.

-+ Analytical and spatial modelling techniques are

— Megatrends such as globalisation, urbanisation, crucial to efficiently assess current and future
demographic change, digital and energy transitions, urban-rural challenges and to identify opportunities
climate change and global crisis have been shaping that are better addressed throughout the urban-
and influencing our places over time. rural continuum.

= Using the lens of the degree of urbanisation to
analyse issues such as the housing market, tourism,
access to services and infrastructures, population
and landscap ics has led imp!
disparities across the urban-rural continuum.
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Shrinking cities

= Shrinkage will become more important in
the future — due to demographic change every
country In Europe will be confronted with some
level of shrinkage In cities.

= Shrinking is not something cities can fix on
their own: there is a need for further research
into appropriate measures and large-scale
policy incentives.

‘Deating with the results of demographic, economic
and physical contraction processes and plaming
for the future of considerably smailer but neverth
liveable cities is one of the most challenging tasks
Jor urban Europe in the near future’}

Over the course of history, cltles, Influenced by varlous

historical, soclal, economic, demographic or political factors,
have gone through cycles of growth and decline. While the
world population has been increasing and is continuing to

The Future of Cities Series

-+ Even currently stable or growing cities should
anticipate and plan for possible shrinkage
In the future.

-+ Shrinkage can be an opportunity to reshape
urban spaces to be more sustainable and inclusive.

but also In the developing world. In fact, shrinking rray well
becorne the new normal for many citles and the populations
that Inhablit thern. Shrinking Is a complex process that affects
rrultiple aspects from the physical structure of the city to

Its soclal and dermographic fabric. The definition of a shrinking
city used In this brief Is that formulated by the Shrinking Citles
Intemational Research Network (SCIRN): ‘c densely populated
urban area that has on the one hend faced o population loss
in large ports of it (for ot leost 5 years, more than 0.15%
ennually), and is on the other hond undergoing economic

concentrate in cities, the idea that all cities are contin ly

growing Is false. As population ages and fertllity rates fall
or as the result of outrnigration, an Increasing number of
citles are shrinking, particularly In the USA, Europe and Japan

tronsfi with some symptoms of a structural crisis?
In what follows, trends are assessed for Functional Urban
Areas (FUA), corresponding to urban centres and thelr
comrruting area*.



How COVID transformed cities |

Cities in the face of climate change and
ext steps

The carbon neutral city: energy efficiency
and sustainable building materials

Tourism in cities

Finalised consultation (survey)
in exploration of additional
Policy briefs.

Intermediate cities
Biodiversity in cities
Air quality in cities

Mediterranean cities

Coordination of “interested
parties” into sub-groups

Urban food systems

Implementing small scale solutions at the
city level

Li N ka g es w | t h J RC / eXte FNa I City branding and attractiveness
The need for a behavioural change in cities,

experts: data availability and from citizens to industry
briefs via biIity The circular city

Sharing economies in cities

Employment & the nature of work in cities
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' I Cities in the face of climate change and ‘
|

The carbon neutral city: energy efficiency
and sustainable building materials

Tourism in cities

If you have data / case studies

Intermediate cities

Biodiversity in cities

Or are interested to cooperate...

Air quality in cities

CO n ta Ct u S ! Mediterranean cities

Urban food systems

JRC-KCTP@ec.europa.eu e

City branding and attractiveness

The need for a behavioural change in cities,
from citizens to industry

The circular city

Sharing economies in cities }

Employment & the nature of work in cities }
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