
Building upon the Future of Cities
– the new policy briefs

Published in 2019:

- Challenges: affordable housing, mobility, provision of 

services, ageing, urban health, social segregation, 
environmental footprint, climate action

- Perspectives: space and the city, tech and the city, 
cities as innovation hubs, the citizen’s city, urban 
governance, the resilient city

Some topics were left unexplored + new 
topics emerged…





Cities fit for the 
digital age

Patrizia Sulis

Sulis, P., Vandecasteele, I., Halmos, A., Ni Earcain, N., Maistrali, A., Aurambout, J. and Lavalle, C., 
Cities fit for the digital age, European Commission, 2022, JRC128724.



Urban-rural 
interactions and 
their territorial 
disparities

Carolina Perpiña Castillo

Perpiña Castillo, C., Vandecasteele, I., Aurambout, J.P., Van Heerden, S., Barranco, R., Bosco, C., 
Jacobs-Crisioni, C., Martínez-Ruiz, I., Esparcia, J., Pertoldi, M., Kompil, M, Fioretti, C., Ghio, D., Natale, 
F., Loeschner, J., Batista e Silva, F. and Lavalle, C. (2022). Urban-rural interactions and their territorial 
disparities. Policy Brief. European Commission – Joint Research Centre, JRC129206.



Shrinking cities

Jean-Philippe Aurambout

Aurambout, J.P., Schiavina, M., Melchiori, M., Fioretti, C., Guzzo, F., Vandecasteele, I., Proietti, P., 
Kavalov, B., Panella, F. and Koukoufikis, G., Shrinking Cities, European Commission, 2021, JRC126011.



Next steps

Finalised consultation (survey) 
in exploration of additional 
Policy briefs.

Coordination of “interested 
parties” into sub-groups

Linkages with JRC / external 
experts: data availability and 
briefs viability

 Employment & the nature of work in cities

 Sharing economies in cities

 The circular city

 The need for a behavioural change in cities,
from citizens to industry

 City branding and attractiveness

 Implementing small scale solutions at the
city level

 Urban food systems

 Mediterranean cities

 Air quality in cities

 Biodiversity in cities

 Intermediate cities

 Tourism in cities

 The carbon neutral city: energy efficiency
and sustainable building materials

 Cities in the face of climate change and
extremes

 How COVID transformed cities



Join us!

If you have data / case studies

Or are interested to cooperate…

Contact us!

JRC-KCTP@ec.europa.eu
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