D ECLARATION
on fostering a dynamic ecosystem around EU R&I funding building on
initiatives such as the Innovation Radar
Koninkrijk België
and
Република България
and
Česká republika
and
Bundesrepublik Deutschland
and
Ireland
and
Latvijas Republika
and
Grand-Duché de Luxembourg
and
Magyarország
and
Repubblika ta’ Malta
and
Koninkrijk der Nederlanden
and
Republik Österreich
and

Rzeczpospolita Polska
and
República Portuguesa
and
Republika Slovenija
and
Slovenská republika
and
Republiken Finland
and
Kongeriket Noreg

The signing Member States, welcome the fact that the European Union
is strongly supporting research and innovation (R&I) in Europe by
investing billions of euros through R&I programmes such as Horizon
2020. We emphasise that results from these investments include
world-leading

innovations which

until

recently could not be

systematically tracked or easily discovered.
We support initiatives such as the Innovation Radar online tool w hich
addresses this problem through its data-driven and user-friendly
approach. The Innovation Radar allows for open access to insights
about innovations and the innovators behind them emerging from
EU-funded

research

and

innovation

projects. We

stress

the

importance of transparency and accountability to show Europeans
how EU funding is used and how it can contribute to growth, jobs and
improving

well-being. Citizens, public officials, professionals,

journalists and the business community can, thanks to Innovation
Radar, easily discover results of EU innovation funding.
We recognise that the Innovation R adar can furthe r re inforce the
impact of the EU R&I programmes now and in the future. The public
accountability delivered by the Innovation Radar platfor m will help

improve R&I policy planning while also mobilising public funds for R&I
by demonstrating the value of such investments. It will help foster the
emergence of a dynamic ecosystem around EU R&I programmes by
providing new opportunities to: match innovators with those w ho can
help get their innovations to market; attract additional expertise and
capital; promote closer cooperation; and, secure wider access to
international markets.
Therefore we strongly believe an EU ecosystem for supporting
breakthrough innovations is urgently needed. The Innovation Radar
represents a useful tool in this regard. We will work together towards:
1.

Promoting the use of Innovation Radar by agencies for national

and regional innovation, funding and support policies.
2.

Connecting

European

and

national

innovators

through

Innovation Radar with investors at all relevant levels (i.e. EIB/EIF,
regional development agencies, promotional banks, venture capital
networks or business angels) in order to maximise funding
opportunities for European tech entrepreneurs. This is also with a
view to assisting more innovative startups in their ambition to
become scale-ups and go on to be successful European showcase s of
tech entrepreneurship.
3.

Leveraging the Innovation Radar to implement innovation

procurement in support of top innovators and startups, boosting their
growth and to have society to benefit fully from the latest publicly
funded innovations;
The signatories of this declaration will each designate a lead official to
work with the European Commission to explore how the Innovation
Radar can be further developed and enriched and thus foste r gre ate r
uptake of EU-funded innovations. The European Commission will
invite the group of national lead officials to meet in Brussels before
summer 2018 to discuss next steps.
All Member States, EFTA and EEA countries are invited to join this
cooperation.
Additional signatories may adhere at any time.

Fo r the Royaume de

Fo r the

Be lgique/Koninkrijk België

Ре публика България

Severine WATERBLEY

Ivan DIMOV

Director general, Ministry of Economy
and Telecommunications

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education
and Science

Fo r the Česká republika

Fo r the Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Ondřej MALY

Matthias MACHNIG

Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade

State Secretary

Fo r Éire/Ireland

Fo r the Latvijas Republika

Pat BREEN

Rinalds MUCIŅŠ

Minister of State for Trade,
Employment, Business, EU Digital

State Secretary, Ministry of
Environmental Protection and Regional

Single Market and Data Protection

Development

Fo r the Grand-Duché de Luxembourg

Fo r the Repubblika ta’ Malta

Georges FRIDEN

Evarist BARTOLO

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary,

Minister for Education and Employment

Fo r the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Fo r the Republik Österreich

Marieke VAN DOK

Thomas OBERREITER

Deputy Director Europa, Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Deputy Permanent Representative

Fo r the Rzeczpospolita Polska

Fo r the República Portuguesa

Karol OKONSKI

Manuel HEITOR

Undersecretary of State in the Ministry
of Digital Affairs

Minister for Science, Technology and

Fo r the Republika Slovenija

Fo r the Slovenská republika

Mr Boris KOPRIVNIKAR

Miloš KOTEREC

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Public Administration

Chief Diplomatic Advisor to Deputy

Higher Education

Prime Minister

Fo r the Suomen tasavalta/Republiken

Fo r Magyarország

Finland

Ilona LUNDSTROM
Director General at Ministry of

József PÁLINKÁS
President of the National Research

Employment and the Economy

Development and Innovation Office

Fo r the Kongeriket
No reg

Tommy SKJERVOLD
State Secretary, Ministry of Transport
and Communication

Done in Brussels on 10 April 2018 in one original in the English
language

