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Migration is, and will remain, at the top of the EU political
agenda for the years to come.

Globalisation, economic trends, climate change, war and
instability affecting our neighbours and countries further
afield mean that people will keep trying to come to Europe
– some in search of protection while others will want to be
reunited with their families or seek a better life. We need to
anticipate future migration flows and population trends to
better understand the impact of migration on our health,
welfare, education systems, our economy and our society
as a whole.

Our policies need to become comprehensive, addressing
different yet inter-related topics in a coherent way. This
means providing legal pathways to the EU for those who
need protection and faster entry mechanisms for those
who can contribute to the EU economy and society with
their skills and talents. We need to secure our external
borders, make sure that Schengen as an area without
internal border controls will be secured and that we return
those who do not have the right to remain in our Member
States. We will need to invest in our external policies,
working in partnership to manage human mobility with
countries of origin and transit, while allowing refugees to
stay closer to home and addressing the main drivers of
forced migration.

To respond to these challenges, it was decided in June
2016 to establish the European Commission's Knowledge
Centre on Migration and Demography: a Centre to
strengthen our overall response to the opportunities and
challenges stemming from migration. The Centre is working
to enhance the evidence base and provide solid, reliable
and tailored information to EU policymakers using a cross-
cutting and multidisciplinary approach.

I am happy to see that in its first six months, the Centre
has already produced valuable results. For example, for the
first time ever, we have a catalogue of the main migration-
related data and a tool giving both policy makers and those
working on the ground access to both raw and aggregated
data, providing a basis for analysis and tailored outputs.

Welcome

Tibor Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport

I am confident that the Knowledge Centre will become the
reference point to support the work of the Commission and
the European External Action Service as well as Member
States and other EU institutions. We will need to respond to
the challenges ahead and find better ways to reap the
benefits of migration and increasing human mobility. I wish
the Knowledge Centre the very best success in its future
activities and look forward to seeing further results of
its work.

Tibor Navracsics
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The European Commission’s Knowledge Centre on Migration
and Demography (KCMD) aims to enhance the EU’s
capability in better managing opportunities and challenges
stemming from migration and demographic change, by
providing policy-relevant knowledge and evidence-based
analysis to support EU policymaking. In addition to
supporting the European Agenda on Migration, the focus is
on migration developments at global scale and their
demographic impact on the EU in the medium to longer
term. Its daily activities are run by the Joint Research
Centre (JRC), the Commission’s science and knowledge
service.

The KCMD is founded on three pillars:

• Knowledge – Building a comprehensive evidence base,
conducting analyses and foresight studies

• Partnership – Extending knowledge through
partnerships and networking

• Uptake – Improving use and facilitating uptake of
knowledge by stakeholders

Challenges

• To benefit from the wealth of existing data and
knowledge that is today fragmented, not easily
accessible and thus underused

• To better anticipate future migration flows and
population trends

• To better understand their impact on the EU health,
welfare, education system, economy and society as a
whole

Added-value 

• Easy and quick access to existing relevant, structured
and validated knowledge and activities on migration and
demography

• Serving needs and questions of Commission services
and the European External Action Service (EEAS) through
a robust and relevant evidence base, research and
studies, facilitated and powered through strong
networking across Europe and internationally

• A sustainable reference for knowledge on migration
issues in the medium to longer term, going beyond the
lifetime of individual projects

KCMD in a nutshell
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Other speakers included Demetrios G. Papademetriou,
President of Migration Policy Institute (MPI) Europe, Pavel
Kabat, Director-General of the International Institute for
Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Wolfgang Lutz, World
Population Program Director in IIASA and Peter Diez,
Deputy Director for Migration Policy, Ministry of Security
and Justice in the Netherlands (then holding the EU
Presidency).

Centre of Expertise on Population and Migration
(CEPAM)

The first partnership of the KCMD was set up with the
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
and was inaugurated during the KCMD launch event. The
resulting European Commission/JRC – IIASA Centre of
Expertise on Population and Migration (CEPAM) will provide
multi-dimensional assessments of future population trends
in Europe, as well as in the main regions of origin for
migration into Europe. It studies push and pull factors,
different kinds of migration streams, as well as the impact
of migration flows for Europe in terms of population ageing
and the productivity of Europe’s labour force over the
coming decades.

KCMD launch event, Brussels, 20 June 2016

The European Commission launched its Knowledge Centre
on Migration and Demography (KCMD) on 20 June 2016 at
a dedicated event in Brussels, with Kristalina Georgieva,
then Vice-President of the European Commission,
responsible for Budget and Human Resources; Tibor
Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport, responsible for the Joint Research Centre (JRC);
Christos Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Management; and Carlos Moedas, Commissioner
for Research, Science and Innovation.

On the occasion of World Refugee Day, this event brought
together policy makers, analysts and researchers from the
European Commission, other EU institutions, European and
international organisations, think tanks and academia. The
scope and aims of the Knowledge Centre were presented,
notably to on the one hand centralise, put in context and
make comparable knowledge on migration and
demography, while on the other, distill, qualify and tailor it
to serve the different EU policies with the most appropriate
information.

From left to right: Kristalina Georgieva, then Vice-President of the
European Commission, responsible for Budget and Human Resources;
Vladimír Šucha, Director-General, Joint Research Centre (JRC); Tibor
Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport; Christos
Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management

The KCMD launch event brought together policy makers, analysts and
researchers from the European Commission, other EU institutions,
European and international organisations, think tanks and academia.

KCMD activities
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Global Conference ‘Improving Data on International
Migration’, Berlin, 2-3 December 2016

On 2-3 December 2016 the global Conference 'Agenda
2030: Improving Data on International Migration' took place
in Berlin, Germany. The conference was organised under the
auspices of the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC) with
support of the Federal Foreign Office of Germany, the
United States Department of State and the KCMD.

The conference brought together leading international
experts on migration and development data, together with
representatives from governments, civil society and the
private sector from across the world. In addition to the
focus on Agenda 2030, the conference provided an
opportunity to discuss the follow-up to the
19 September 2016 United Nations (UN) Summit for
Refugees and Migrants and how to strengthen the
collection, sharing and analysis of data on international
migration. The conference focused on practical steps that
could be taken to address data gaps, build data capacities
and highlight innovative practices from different parts of
the world.

At the conference, the KCMD presented its Migration Data
Catalogue and Dynamic Data Hub, bringing together EU
migration related data in one place and allowing for their
analysis (see page 5-6). These tools respond to growing
calls for better use of data to support better management
of migration flows in the EU and worldwide. These tools
also represent a concrete step in implementing the
recommendations stemming from the UN Summit for
Refugees and Migrants to enhance data on migration. In
this context, they also contribute to the Global Data Portal
which is being developed by IOM-GMDAC.

Charlina Vitcheva, Deputy Director-General of the Joint Research
Centre (JRC), points out that, in order to reap the benefits of
international migration, reinforcing policies requires a stronger
evidence-base.

From left to right: Charlina Vitcheva, Deputy Director-General, Joint
Research Centre (JRC); Beate Grzeski, Commissioner for Refugees and
Migration at the Federal Foreign Office of Germany; William Lacy Swing,
Director-General, International Organization for Migration (IOM)

Upcoming – Centre of Expertise on Population and
Migration (CEPAM) workshop, Ispra, 18-21 April 2017

On 18-21 April 2017, the JRC will be hosting a workshop on
demography and migration in Ispra, Italy. The workshop is
organised by the Centre of Expertise on Population and
Migration (CEPAM).

The purpose of the workshop is to provide an overview of
the state-of-the-art on issues related to the demographic
population dynamics in Africa and in Europe and how they
are expected to be impacted by factors such as migration.

Invited experts, policy makers, members of the KCMD and
scientists of CEPAM will also discuss how insights from
demographic research can better inform policy makers.

New York Declaration

At the UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants on 19
September 2016, 193 Member States signed up to the New
York Declaration in order to address large movements of
refugees and migrants and strengthen governance of
international migration. Paragraph 40 of the Declaration
addresses the need of improving data on international
migration, stating:

We recognize the importance of improved data collection,
particularly by national authorities, and will enhance
international cooperation to this end […]. Such data should
[…] include information on regular and irregular flows, the
economic impacts of migration and refugee movements,
human trafficking, the needs of refugees, migrants and
host communities and other issues. […]
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By giving this insight into the usability of the datasets for
analysis, the catalogue provides a guidance on available
migration related data not only to EU policymakers but also
to other interested parties.

The catalogue will be further developed to include
additional datasets as soon as they become available.

Dynamic Data Hub

Building upon the Migration Data Catalogue, the Dynamic
Data Hub is a web-based application that gives through
interactive mapping direct access to datasets.

With access for everyone to single datasets, the hub allows
to display EU migration data at a glance. In addition, with
restricted access to multiple datasets at a time, it allows
the Commission and the European External Action Service
to undertake analyses and deepen understanding of
refugee and migrant flows to Europe and related trends.

The hub – a platform that is gathering, pre-processing and
filtering data – aims to validate, highlight limitations and
put into context data on migration. With an evolving data
catalogue, the hub will in the near future be enriched with
other datasets, allowing also economic analyses so as to
measure the impacts of migration.

The KCMD launched recently its Migration Data Catalogue
and Dynamic Data Hub, bringing together EU migration
related data in one place and allowing for their analysis.

The catalogue and hub benefit from the wealth of existing
data that is today still fragmented and thus running the
risk of being underused. The KCMD aims to put migration
data from different sources into context, allowing for a
better understanding of migration flows, trends and
impacts. In doing so, it responds to growing calls for better
use of migration data and provides data-driven support to
EU policymaking.

Migration Data Catalogue

The Migration Data Catalogue is an inventory of more than
100 existing datasets relevant to migration and made
available by international organisations, the European
Commission, EU agencies and administrations of some
Member States.

The catalogue classifies and organises the datasets in
domains addressed by the European Agenda on Migration
and reflecting current Commission priorities, including legal
migration and integration, asylum and refugees, irregular
migration and returns, as well as unaccompanied minors. In
addition to finding data in these predefined domains, the
catalogue can be searched using keywords.

For each dataset the catalogue gives key information, e.g.
on its content, methodology of collection, geographical and
temporal coverage and frequency of update.

Migration Data Catalogue – an inventory of data sources relevant to
migration and demography, including official EU and international
statistics as well as important datasets at Member State level

Dynamic Data Hub – a web-based application giving through interactive
mapping direct access to datasets and allowing for their analysis

Migration Data Catalogue and 
Dynamic Data Hub
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Quick guide

Migration Data Catalogue 
https://bluehub.jrc.ec.europa.eu/catalogue

Dynamic Data Hub 
https://bluehub.jrc.ec.europa.eu/migration/app/index.html

Dynamic Maps of Migration Flows
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ9bVb3VxpI&feature=y
outu.be

KCMD website (general)
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/migration-and-demography

Using the Dynamic Data Hub, the KCMD will provide
tailored analyses of migration flows, trends and impacts.
Examples are:

Dynamic Maps of Migration Flows

Dynamic Maps of Migration Flows have been produced to
show the arrival by sea of irregular migrants and refugees
in Greece and Italy in 2015-2016 and their subsequent
journey into Europe and the routes followed.

By monitoring the migration flows on a continuous basis,
the maps show the effects of actions taken to reduce the
migration pressure on Europe. This was done for the EU-
Turkey Joint Action Plan in November 2015 and the EU-
Turkey Statement in March 2016 affecting the Eastern
Mediterranean Route. It is now being done for the Central
Mediterranean Route following the actions announced in
the recently adopted Joint Communication 'Migration on the
Central Mediterranean Route – Managing flows, saving
lives'. In addition, the maps show the change in routes
which could help in better targeting the operations of the
European Border and Coast Guard, the planning of hotspots
and the allocation of funding under the EU Trust Fund
for Africa.

For the global Conference ‘Improving Data on International Migration’, the
KCMD produced a video of the Dynamic Maps of Migration Flows that is
available on YouTube.

As an example of analysis, the KCMD studies the evolution of irregular
arrivals through the Central Mediterranean route over the period 2010-
2016 per country of citizenship using Frontex data. A change can be noted
in the countries of origin, with a peak of Syrians in 2014, Eritreans in 2015
and an increasing number of Nigerians in 2016.

Analyses of flows to enhance the evidence base

Analyses carried out by the KCMD have given preliminary
results showing how the increase (and decrease) of arrivals
by sea in Greece and Italy have had a direct effect on the
number of asylum applications in individual Member States.
And also showing that, though irregular entries into the EU
have increased, most entries of third country nationals are
still made for legal migration reasons, being family
reunification, work, education, etc. This kind of analyses
enhances the evidence base, not only to change perceptions
with evidence, but also to ensure sustainable, future-proof
migration policies.
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European Commission
Knowledge Centre on Migration 
and Demography (KCMD)

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/migration-
and-demography

email: kcmd@jrc.ec.europa.eu


