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National strategies on Artificial Intelligence 

A European perspective in 2019 

 

Country report – Hungary
 

 
In October 2018, the Hungarian government formed a Coalition on Artificial Intelligence as a partnership between 
governmental institutions, prominent academics and practitioners from leading IT businesses. Made up of more than 230 
members, the AI Coalition is currently working on the development of Hungary's AI Strategy and various AI-related 
proposals. 

The Hungarian national AI Strategy is currently foreseen to be completed and published in the first half of 2020. The 
comprehensive strategic document aims to support and boost all relevant sections of the AI value chain from data 
generation and management, through basic and applied research, to utilization of the technology and raising awareness 
of the possibilities inherent in practical AI applications. Through a multi-layered set of goals the Strategy aims to: 

 Strengthen the basic pillars of the Hungarian AI ecosystem: data industry, R&D&I, applying AI, education, 
infrastructure development, and regulatory framework. 

 Focus on specific sectors and technology fields with the highest acceleration potential for Hungary: 
manufacturing, healthcare, agriculture, public administration, transportation, logistics and energy. 

 Initiate transformative programs with long term ambitious goals that offer direct benefits to citizens: climate-
driven agriculture, energy grids focused on renewables, fully autonomous systems, AI supported personal 
competence development, data-wallet and personalized services, automated administration processes in 
Hungarian, health-consciousness in a digital world. 

Already in October 2019, Hungary announced the launch of an AI action plan, which provides initial steps towards a 
national AI strategy. The announcement of the AI action plan highlighted various preliminary initiatives that are to be 
further developed in the AI Strategy, such as:  

 Encouraging the development of AI technologies by reinforcing opportunities for basic research and innovations 
in AI; 

 Fostering education in AI-related skills and competences;  

 Developing a regulatory framework and strengthening international relations;  

 Supporting the creation of a well-developed infrastructure and data sharing facilities;  

With respect to education in AI, the action plan’s goal is to educate at least 1% of the population (or approximately 
100,000 citizens) in AI-related subjects. In addition, the Csopa, a science centre in Budapest may raise the population’s 
awareness and understanding of AI through digital experiences. Transformations of the educational system to prepare for 
the digital world will take stock and build further on the policy recommendations outlined in the Digital Education Strategy 
that was released in October 2016. 

The increase of AI developments will be achieved through the establishment of a National Lab for basic research in 

AI: this lab will be created through a consortium of the Institute for Computer Science and Control (SZTAKI) and institutions 
of the Eotvos Lorand research network. Encouragement of the development of AI technologies will be further enhanced 
through existing policies such as the Digital Start-up Strategy and the Industry 4.0 imitative aiming to improve the 
competitive advantage of Hungarian firms in the global digital economy 

Concerning regulation, the Hungarian government foresees to adapt the EU ethical guidelines for the Hungarian context. 
The adaptation of the ethical guidelines will be developed by the AI coalition of Hungary. 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=568feb16-b3a6-465c-8671-2d74245d2eac
https://www.kormany.hu/en/ministry-for-innovation-and-technology/news/ai-action-plan-and-strategy-to-be-developed-this-year
https://www.csopa.hu/en/
https://digitalisjoletprogram.hu/hu/tartalom/dos-magyarorszag-digitalis-oktatasi-strategiaja
https://www.sztaki.hu/en
https://digitalisjoletprogram.hu/hu/tartalom/dss-magyarorszag-digitalis-startup-strategiaja;%20https:/digitalisjoletprogram.hu/files/51/80/518082ba18acf5b5d4e582f2969d4501.pdf
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To foster networking and improve the visibility of AI efforts in the country, the AI coalition also launched an AI 
portal in which AI developers can showcase local case-studies to foster collaboration and awareness. 

In terms of data infrastructure, the action plan includes the establishment of a National Data Asset Agency to ensure 

a responsible and efficient data utilisation in the public sector. This initiative will be complemented with the creation of a 
public data portal, big data collections (e.g. on education, health, and transport data), and data market platforms with 
GDPR compliant data. Inventories of public-data assets and best practices can facilitate the implementation of these 
initiatives. 

 

 
 

Background information 

This country report has been prepared in the context of AI Watch and the OECD AI Policy Observatory. 

AI Watch is the European Commission knowledge service to monitor the development, uptake and impact of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) for Europe, launched in December 2018. 

The OECD AI Policy Observatory (OECD.AI) is an inclusive hub for public policy on AI. It aims to help countries encourage, 
nurture and monitor the responsible development of trustworthy AI systems for the benefit of society.  

This country report has been created on the 25th of February 2020. Please visit https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/ai-
watch/hungary-ai-strategy-report for regular updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

 
European Commission – Joint Research Centre 
Directorate B – Growth & Innovation – Digital Economy Unit (B6) 
e-mail:    EC-AI-WATCH@ec.europa.eu  

website:  https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/ai-watch_en 

 

https://miagyakorlatban.hu/
https://miagyakorlatban.hu/
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/ai-watch_en
http://www.oecd.ai/
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