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Transposition of law 
With a transposition deficit relating to the Single Market of 0.6 % Ireland has reduced its 
previous deficit by 0.1 %, but still has not gone back to its good results of previous 
years. However, Ireland meets the deficit target of 1 % set by the Member States. Two 
of the overdue directives relate to the area of social policy while two others - the 
“Directive on Common Rules for the Internal Market in Electricity” and the “Directive on 
Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide”- are more than two years overdue, which makes 
of Ireland the Member State that most markedly cannot comply with the “zero tolerance 
target”. Consequently, the average delay of Irish outstanding directives is 16.3 months, 
which is the longest period of all the Member States and more than twice the EU average 
of 7.5 months. This is also a sharp increase compared to Ireland’s last performance 
(9.9 months). 

 

Of the notified directives, 0.6 % might not to be correctly transposed, which is slightly 
above the deficit target of 0.5 % proposed by the Single Market Act. This constitutes a 
slight increase of 0.1 % in comparison to November 2013.  
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Infringements 
Ireland's backlog of 25 infringement cases relating to Single Market legislation is below 
the EU average of 30. It has risen by three cases with respect to the previous 
assessment, but still remains within a general downwards trend. The number of 
infringements is particularly high in the sectors of direct taxation and health and 
consumers (4 cases each). 

The duration of pending infringement proceedings is slightly above the EU average 
(29.2 months compared to 27.7 months), but significantly better than Ireland's previous 
performance. Compliance with court rulings on infringements in Ireland is the slowest of 
all Member States with 25.9 months compared to the average of 18.3 months, which 
means that Ireland's time lag has still increased. This high duration is due to the fact that 
in the last five years Ireland complied with four judgements passed more than four years 
before the resolution. 

 

 
EU Pilot 
The average response time of Ireland is currently outside of the 70-day benchmark in EU 
Pilot. 

 

Internal Market Information System 
• IMI is working well in Ireland and the indicators are above the EU average. 

Counterparts are satisfied with the timeliness of replies and efforts made by the 
authorities to answer their questions.  

• The time to accept incoming requests and the number of answers within the 
agreed deadline has improved since the last Scoreboard.  

• Nevertheless, Ireland should pay greater attention to the speed in answering 
requests and its respect of deadlines, especially given that Irish authorities do not 
receive a high number of requests.  
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EURES 
The Department of Social Protection is the EURES member organisation responsible for 
providing EURES services in Ireland. There are currently 18 EURES Advisers in Ireland. 
The overall performance is good, but could be improved, in particular with regard to the 
quality of the PES job vacancy exchange with EURES. 

 

Your Europe 
Ireland manages national portals with information, including some in French, Polish and 
Romanian, for citizens and enterprises and is cooperating very well with the Commission 
services as regards Your Europe. Ireland is very proactive in promoting Your Europe at 
country level and keen to share knowledge and know-how with peers in the Editorial 
Board. 

Ireland should continue to invest in and promote Your Europe by: 

• providing information on how Ireland applies single market rules when requested 
via the Editorial Board member;  

• attending the Editorial Board meetings organised twice a year;  

• raising awareness about Your Europe within the national administrations and 
among potential end users;  

• linking national websites to Your Europe.  

 
SOLVIT 

• Caseload – high (up since 2012)  
Submitted cases – 42 (25 in 2012) 
Received cases – 38 (32 in 2012)  

• Resolution rate – 94 %  

• Handling time (Home centre)  
Reply in 7 days – over 90 % – good  
Cases prepared in 30 days – 93 % – good  

• Handling time (Lead centre)  
Cases closed in 10 weeks – 74 % – needs improving  

• Staffing  
Continuity– good 
Sufficient for current caseload? NO  
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Points of Single Contact 
Point of Single Contact – Irish point of single contact  

Performance level – average. 

Results from 2013 user testing  

• Information – quite good but it could still be improved. The site mainly links to 
other sites that explain each procedure.  

o Online procedures – not always available and often not genuine e-
procedures but simply printable forms. No procedures for service provision 
from abroad.  

Planned improvements (2014) – progress with online procedures and e-signatures. 

 
Public procurement 
In 2013, the reporting year, 

• the bidder participation score was satisfactory, amongst the top three. Overall, 
between 2009 and 2013, the score was also satisfactory.  

• the accessibility score was satisfactory. Overall, between 2009 and 2013, the 
score was also satisfactory.  

• the procedural efficiency score was unsatisfactory. Overall, between 2009 and 
2013, the score was also unsatisfactory, and had an increasing trend.  

 

 

The colored lines mark the thresholds for satisfactory performance (green) and 
unsatisfactory performance (red). The scores in between are regarded as an average 
performance. 

 

Postal Services 
In the Study on the Main developments in the postal sector (2010 - 2013) carried out by 
WIK Consult, the European countries are grouped into three clusters. Criteria for this 
categorisation are the absolute gross domestic product (GDP) per capita and the 
accession date to the European Union: 

• Western Member States: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Sweden and UK;  

• Southern Member States: Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain;  
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• Eastern Member States: Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Croatia.  

This methodology was also followed in the Scoreboard. 

Evolution of domestic prices in PPPs  

PPP Prices in Ireland have remained stable for the period under review. The cost of a 20 
g letter rose from 0.45 PPPs in 2009 to 0.46 PPPs in 2012, and the country has one of 
the lowest prices in the Western Member States. 

Cross-border price developments in PPPs  

Varying around 0.67 (2010 and 2011) and 0.68 PPPs (2009 and 2012), Irish cross-
border prices remained stable over the review period and were slightly below the average 
among Western Member States. 

Transit time performance:  

The Irish postal operator struggled to meet the national quality of service requirements 
on transit time throughout the review period with a score of 83 % in 2011, putting it well 
below the average for Western Member States, most of which have levels of higher than 
90 %. 
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