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Transposition of law 
Germany has slightly increased its average transposition deficit to 0.6 % in respect of 
directives relating to the Single Market. This remains well below the 1 % transposition 
deficit target set by Member States. 

Germany does not reach the "zero tolerance" target, as it failed to transpose one 
directive (Data Retention Directive) that is now more than two years overdue. In 
addition, the delay in the transposition of directives by Germany after their deadlines has 
increased by more than two months (from 8.2 months recorded in May 2013 to 10.4 
months), exceeding the 7.3 months EU average by more than three 
months.

 

As regards conformity of transposition measures communicated to the Commission, 
Germany’s compliance deficit continues to be 0.6 %, which is slightly better than the EU 
average of 0.7 % and close to the 0.5 % target proposed in the Single Market Act 
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Infringements 
With 46 open infringement cases relating to the Single Market, Germany has maintained 
its November 2012 number of pending cases but it is still above the EU average of 30 
pending infringement proceedings. Germany has in fact had an above average level of 
pending cases since November 2003. Germany currently faces numerous infringement 
cases in the areas of taxation (28 %), free movement of goods and market surveillance 
and services. 

Resolution speed of infringement cases against Germany is still lighter than the EU 
average, with current cases being resolved on average in 30.4 months (EU average - 
27.9 months). In contrast, with an average time lag of 11.2 months between court-
rulings and compliance with EU law, Germany performs far better compared to the 
average of 18.2 months.   

 

 

EU Pilot 
The average response time of Germany respects the 70-day benchmark in EU Pilot. 

 
Internal Market Information System 
1. Requests accepted within one week: 69 % (EU average: 74 %) 

2. Requests answered within the mutually agreed deadline: 65 % (EU average: 64 %) 

3. Average time taken to reply to requests: 19 days (EU average: 22 days) 

Overall, IMI is working well in Germany. Requests are handled within a reasonable 
timeframe but there is scope for improvement in this area. In particular, requests could 
be accepted and replied to more promptly. 

The number of authorities in Germany is very high due to its administrative structure. In 
the area of Services, the high number of requests shows that many German authorities 
are well aware of their administrative cooperation obligations. Germany has very active 
coordinators, a necessity due to its decentralised structure. 
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EURES 
Die Bundesagentur für Arbeit, the German Public Employment Service, is the EURES 
member organisation responsible for providing EURES services in Germany. There are 
currently 167 EURES advisers in Germany. The overall performance is relatively good. 
The reported number of contacts with jobseekers and employers could however be 
higher. 

 
Your Europe 
Germany has been responsive to all requests for information to be made available on 
Your Europe citizens and business. 

The country also participated well in the work of the Editorial Board through a newly 
appointed member in the second half of 2012. 

Germany should continue to invest in and promote Your Europe by:  

• providing information on how Germany applies single market rules when asked for 
via the Editorial Board member;  

• attending the Editorial Board meetings organised twice a year;  

• raising awareness about Your Europe within the national administrations;  

• promoting Your Europe via national websites, information offices and events. 

 
SOLVIT 
The German SOLVIT centre deals with a high number of cases (226). In the reporting 
period (March 2012 to February 2013), the caseload remained nearly as high as in the 
previous 12 months (127 home cases and 99 lead cases in the reporting period 
compared with 142 home cases and 92 lead cases). SOLVIT Germany has a high 
resolution rate of 98 % (89 % SOLVIT EU27 average). 

The German SOLVIT centre is slow in responding to clients (average 13 days, target is 
7 days). The overall time the German SOLVIT centre takes to prepare a case for 
submission to another SOLVIT centre is good (13 days). The case handling time for cases 
against the German administration has dropped from 72 to 59 days and is now below the 
70-day target. 

Remark: The German SOLVIT centre should improve its response time to clients. 

 
Points of Single Contact 
Germany has one portal that links to the portals of the 16 "Länder", each having its own 
portal solution. The level of their maturity differs substantially. 

German PSCs can be considered average performing PSCs with improvements to be 
made in almost all assessment categories. 

In 2012, work was undertaken in almost all "Länder" to improve the functioning of the 
PSC (e.g. marketing activities, increasing the number of electronic procedures, language 
availability, level and structure of information provided, work on the usability of the 
portals). 
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Germany plans to introduce a new federal act on e-government, which will have an 
impact on the work of the PSCs. 

Further work is recommended to improve the availability of on-line procedures and the 
possibility of their completion, make a clearer distinction between requirements and 
procedures for permanent establishment and cross-border provision of services and 
linguistic availability. 
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