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What ICT for Energy Efficiency-related projects are funded under ICT PSP?

In the ICT Policy Support Programme (ICT PSP) Work Programme 2011 (see http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/index_en.htm), pilot actions on advanced ICT components and systems (e.g. smart metering, smart lighting, power electronics, energy micro-generation, etc.) are being called for under Objective 1.2: ICT for energy efficiency in public buildings. The instrument is Pilot Type B.
What will be addressed?

ICT for energy efficiency in public buildings Pilots should demonstrate that advanced ICT components and systems (e.g. smart metering, smart lighting, power electronics, energy micro-generation, etc.) can contribute directly to reducing energy losses as well as consumption in European public buildings (e.g. schools, hospitals, administrative offices).
What are the characteristics of these ICT for energy efficiency in public buildings Pilots?

· Public authorities must be involved (partners in the consortium, participating in and/or supporting the action) at the appropriate level (national, regional, local). 

· Pilots must provide evidence of the timely availability of the energy infrastructures required in order to successfully implement the pilots.

· A clear demand-driven approach is needed, involving end-users throughout the whole duration of the project, through commitment, participation, acceptance. 

· The consortium must also include ICT providers, distribution network operators and building managers.

· Enabling replication should be foreseen by validating the solutions in real life conditions, for a period of at least one year and by a consolidated set of best practices (including guidelines, manuals and training materials as appropriate.
· The validation should provide socio-economic evidence for ICT investments, including users' acceptance and recovery of investments. 
· Proposals should include detailed plans for sustainability and larger-scale uptake beyond the project (that is, the funded period).

· Interoperability issues should be addressed in compliance with relevant standards, and taking into account best practices and relevant standardisation efforts. 
· Proposals should provide appropriate ethical and privacy safeguards.

· Defining and adopting a common methodology for measuring energy gains via ICT should be considered.

· The proposals should foresee appropriate dissemination and communication activities.

· Proposals should include specific and realistic quantified indicators to monitor progress at different stages during its lifetime.
How will the objective of improved energy efficiency be demonstrated?

The actions should demonstrate this through the use of a complete energy audit both before and after the installation.
Where should they take place?

The pilots should take place anywhere in Europe necessary to achieve the requirements of the action. Given the expected scale (large size) and scope (variety of different ICT components and systems), and in order to maximise impact and visibility, possible locations include: schools, universities, hospitals, administrative offices, town halls, theatres and other cultural public buildings, other public buildings*.
* The notion of 'public building' could be defined as related to a building of public use or public interest, taking into account the fact that the EU funding is provided to support actions for the European public interest, not for making profit. 

Pilots could address more than one of these and in more than one location; what is important is that each pilot would showcase or demonstrate under real operational conditions that advanced ICT components can contribute directly to reducing energy losses as well as consumption in European public buildings.

Who can apply?
Participants in the consortium should include relevant players from the public sector and the ICT for Energy Efficiency "food chain": from ICT and energy industry from engineers, contractors/installers and end-users, together with stakeholders and end-users from the public sector as appropriate. Involvement of national and regional energy agencies in the dissemination of the results is encouraged.
What is the expected size and funding? 

The EU funding is up to 50% of the project total costs. The Union contribution is expected to be in the range of 2 to 4 M€ funding (i.e. 3-7 M€ costs). 
As an eligibility criterion, the consortium must include at least four mutually-independent legal entities from four different Member States or ICT PSP Associated countries to be eligible for Pilot Type B.
What is funded? 
The EC funding is to be used to cover:

· the additional initial cost of an ICT-based installation for energy efficiency,

· the validation of the energy savings and carbon footprint reduction realized,

· the dissemination of the project outcome beyond today’s standard practice, involving installers, citizens and users.

What will not be funded?

Research activities are not funded; although, when needed, technical adaptation and integration work in order to achieve the objectives may be covered.

Cost for energy infrastructures (such as solar panels, wind turbines, micro-generation, HVAC equipment, etc.) is not eligible, as these should be in place; pilots must provide evidence of the timely availability of energy infrastructures required in order to successfully implement the pilots.

Is subcontracting funded?

Partners in the project are contractors – i.e. they sign a contract with the EU and will receive funding of up to of 50% of their allowable costs.  They may subcontract certain specific tasks, but must then pay the subcontractors fully. 

When can the costs to be reimbursed be incurred?  For example, will service and maintenance costs after the project contract period be eligible? 

Only costs incurred during the contract period are eligible.

What is the expected duration of ICT for energy efficiency in public buildings pilots?

It is expected that the ICT for energy efficiency in public buildings pilots would run for up to a maximum 36 months, including the design, installation and assessment phases, although the generation of longer-term data or results (on real energy savings, user perception etc.) should continue after that time.

What are the expected benefits for Europe?

· European citizens will benefit from the advent of ICT solutions for energy efficient buildings. The users will experience substantial energy savings and lower total lifetime costs due to an accelerated market acceptance and wide deployment of innovative ICT systems in Europe.
· Contribute to realize energy efficiency and meet 2020 targets.
· The investment in intelligent energy efficiency for buildings solutions should result in substantial savings to the European economy which, no longer needed to pay our energy bill, can be invested in economic growth.
Are there some CIP – PSP pilots related to ICT for energy efficiency in buildings already running?

Yes, some of the running projects address ICT for energy efficiency in buildings-related topics. Examples of projects are available on the ICT for Sustainable Growth website (see http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/funding/prj_buidings/index_en.htm).
What are the essential components of success expected from proposals in terms of partnership, objectives, and activities proposed? 

Consortium: The members of the consortium should be carefully selected to cover the entire value-chain of the project and any associated activities as well (see also the question on "who can apply?").  
The objectives and workplan of the proposed pilot should match the overall objectives and expected impact of this action as described in the Work Programme. 
Dissemination and communication is an essential element so as to maximise impact and visibility to prospective users and the European public at large. 
The projects are expected to cooperate to define a number of common conditions and criteria to demonstrate that advanced ICT components and systems can contribute directly to reducing energy losses as well as consumption in European public buildings.
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