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THE IMPACTS OF BOTTOM TRAWLING - BEFORE AND AFTER

o sowResTRPORT . IMPACTS:

* Serial resource depletion

* Damage to seafloor integrity
and habitats, leading to changes
in fish distribution

+ Changing the balance of
species abundance

* Disrupting biogeochemical
cycles and compounding
eutrophication

* Reducing carbon
sequestration rates
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e«;




Impacts to Baltic cod fisheries

19905 = 40-50cm

FACT:
The Baltic cod can have
a life span of 25 years and
grow up to one and a half
metres in length. But today,
most of the cod in the Baltic
Sea are approx. 30cmin
length. Cod measuring
40-50 cm in length
are rare specimens today.

Larger cod are a less common
sight in the Baltic Sea.

Cod are smaller today
than they used to be
just a few decades ago.

Historically cod has been the main target
species caught with bottom trawling gear

Fishing quotas for all three cod stocks
(Baltic and Kattegat) — ICES
recommendation is for complete fishing
closure for 2 of the 3 stocks

Generated a trophic cascade effect on
the food web

Fisheries sector is at a crossroad




Governments have a legal obligation
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Report and recommendations: wwfbaltic.org
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What is bottom trawling? The impacts Opportunity for change Recommendations Take action




