
September 2020

WWF Rep

Ottilia Thoreson, Director 

WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme

28th September 2020 – Our Baltic

Impacts of bottom-trawling 
on the seafloor and wider 
ecosystem of the Baltic Sea



© WWF



3

© WWF

Impacts to Baltic cod fisheries

❖ Historically cod has been the main target 

species caught with bottom trawling gear

❖ Fishing quotas for all three cod stocks 

(Baltic and Kattegat) – ICES 

recommendation is for complete fishing 

closure for 2 of the 3 stocks

❖ Generated a trophic cascade effect on 

the food web

❖ Fisheries sector is at a crossroad
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Governments have a legal obligation
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Report and recommendations: wwfbaltic.org


