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CEF Transport – 2015 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – Nodes 

 

1. Can one single Member State apply for funding for studies under the Nodes priority? 

Yes. For urban nodes there are no specific eligibility criteria concerning the number of applicants, 
as long as conditions of section 7.1 of the call texts are met. 

2. Can studies on urban applications of cable ways be funded under the Nodes priority?  

Cable transport is not explicitly excluded from the Nodes priority. However, please note that it is 
likely not to be given high priority, compared to the topics addressed in the work programme and 
in the calls for proposals. 

3. Can the interconnection between two nodes be funded under the Nodes priority?  

The main objective of the Nodes priority is to ensure a smooth last mile connection and streamline 

interface between the TEN-T network and the local transport network within a core urban area. 

Therefore, the interconnection between two nodes is not covered by this priority. However, the 
study of potential impacts of long distance connections between nodes on the seamless connection 
within one urban node may be considered for funding. 

4. Are electric vehicles eligible under the Nodes priority?  

Electric vehicles may be eligible under the Nodes priority. Any support for mobile equipment should 
be limited and not a substantial part of the proposed Action. 

5. Can we apply for funding for a study improving the last mile connection to the 

airport? 

Connections between airports and their respective urban areas are within the scope of the Nodes 
priority and are covered, for instance, by the following parts of the priority description: 

"The identification of missing links, bottlenecks and other barriers within and between transport 
modes of the TEN-T (also including connections with coach terminals) in core network nodes, and 

the proposal of viable solutions for resolving them in the short, medium and long term" 

"The identification of missing links, bottlenecks and other barriers in the transfer between the 

trans-European and the urban legs of TEN-T journeys" 

"Preparatory studies (technical, environmental, etc.) for infrastructure connections within /between 
modes in individual Core Network nodes, included in Annex I, Part I of the CEF Regulation. This 
may, for example, include studies to prepare for the construction of rail-air, rail-rail, rail road, air-
road or rail-maritime links or of urban bypasses." 

Please also refer to question 12 for additional specific conditions on airports. 

6. Where can we find the list of the eligible nodes under the Nodes priority? 

The list of eligible urban nodes can be found in Annex II of the TEN-T Guidelines (Regulation 
1315/2013). This annex includes 2 parts: 

Part 1: urban nodes of the Core Network 

Part 2: in this list, only nodes with, at least, one core infrastructure element are eligible. 

7. Can a Cohesion Member State submit an application under the Cohesion call for the 
deployment of alternative fuel infrastructure in urban nodes which are not on a pre-

identified section of a Core Network Corridor? 

Indeed, the priority 'Transport infrastructure in nodes of the Core Network', both under the 
Cohesion and the General calls, inter alia addresses alternative fuel infrastructure in urban nodes 
for road transport (under works/ studies with pilot activities). Studies along core network corridors 
or significant parts thereof may also address alternative fuel infrastructure, independently from the 
transport mode. Please refer to the description of the priority as provided in the work programme 
(Section 3.3.5) for further details.  

Please also refer to question 6 on the eligibility of urban nodes. 
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8. What is the difference between "studies" (point 1) and "preparatory studies" (point 

3) in the priority description? 

Preparatory studies covered under point 3 of the priority description are related to projects that 
aim at connecting different transport modes within urban nodes (e.g. airports and railway nodes; 
ports and railway nodes etc.). Studies to prepare for the implementation of such projects 
(technical, environmental etc.) are generally of rather large scale and concern one particular 
intermodal connection. Example of these studies can be feasibility study, detailed design, EIA, 
socio-economic studies, etc. 

Studies referred to under point 1, on the other hand, should be of a more strategic / conceptual 
nature and cover issues of a broader scope in relation to Core Network Corridor development.  

9. Do the studies mentioned in point 1 under this priority need to involve more than one 
node to be eligible?  

No, studies involving one node are eligible. However, priority may be given to studies involving 
several nodes because they may generate synergies, both for the Core Network Corridor and for 

the urban nodes development (e.g. last mile issues). 

10. Are "light rail concepts" explicitly excluded from the call?  

Rail is an accepted transport mode for urban nodes in accordance with the definition of Chapter II, 
Section I of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

Should broader concepts to enhance the connection between long-distance and urban transport be 
explored in a specific proposal, light rail concepts may exceptionally also be covered among 
different options. However, works for light rail will not be funded in any case by CEF. These should 

draw on the possibilities of other source of funding (e.g. EFSI).  

11. What is the difference between airports marked with an * in Annex II.2 of Regulation 
1315/2013 (TEN-T Guidelines) and those without?  

Airports marked with an * are a small number of airports (37) which must complete an airport-rail 
connection, according to Article 41(3) and Annex II.2 of the TEN-T Guidelines, and might, 
therefore, receive CEF funding for realising such connection. Airports not marked with an * do not 
have this obligation, either because this connection already exists or because of their more limited 

volume of passenger flows, therefore such airports may be connected with transport modes other 

than rail (e.g. metro, tram).  

12. Can you clarify under which priority (between "New Technologies and Innovation" 
and "Nodes") a proposal concerning alternative fuel solution in an urban node may 
be submitted? 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to assess which priority is better addressed by the nature of 

the proposal. 

In general, proposals submitted under the "New Technologies and Innovation" priority have 
innovation as primary feature or integrate innovation on transport infrastructure for the long 
distance as a necessary element. 

In case innovation is a secondary feature or the proposal focuses on the use of a given innovation 
in a particular context, the proposal may be more relevant under other priorities.  

In the case of a proposal related to the use of an alternative fuel in the context of a urban node 

and where the primary element is to ensure a smooth last mile connection and streamline interface 
between the TEN-T network and the local transport network within a core urban area, then this 

proposal may be more relevant under the Nodes priority. 

13. Could a proposal addressing LNG/CNG transition for HGVs (e.g. 30Ke per trucks) be 
funded under the Nodes priority? 

Yes. A proposal addressing LNG/CNG transition for HGVs could be funded, as long as it fulfils the 
requirements stated in the call texts and in the work programme. Any support for mobile 

equipment should be limited and not a substantial part of the proposed Action. 

14. Could the construction of a new freight terminal in a core network port, located in an 
eligible urban node, be funded under the Nodes priority? 

No. Actions linked to the construction of freight terminals are not in the scope of the Nodes priority. 


