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1. Where can I find the specific eligibility criteria for proposals submitted under the priority "Freight 
Transport Services"? 

The specific eligibility criteria concerning the priority "Freight Transport Services" are mentioned in section 7.2 of 
the AP General call text and in section 6.2 of the annual work programme. 

2. Do proposals submitted under the priority "Freight Transport Services" need to be endorsed by at least 
two Member States? 

As stated in section 7.1 of the call text, proposals submitted under the CEF Transport calls need to be submitted 
with the agreement of the Member State(s) concerned. Please see section 5 of the General FAQs list for more 
details about Member States support. 

In addition, as stated in section 7.2 of the call text, for proposals submitted under the priority "Freight Transport 
Services" to be eligible, the envisaged transportation route, the logistic chain or the services being the subject of 
the action, must involve the territory of at least two EU Member States. 

In practical terms, this condition means that a transport service should pass through at least two Member States 
but the investments related to the proposed Action may concern only one of them. In that case, the endorsement 
of one Member State (signature of application form A2.3) is sufficient. 

3. How will it be assessed that at least part of the supply chain/transport route being the subject of the 
project is linked to the Core Network?  

In practical terms, this condition means that, for proposals submitted under the priority "Freight Transport 
Services" to be eligible, at least part of the existing freight transport service should be located along the Core 
Network.  

For instance, for a short sea shipping service, at least one of the ports of the freight transport route should be a 
Core Network maritime port, as identified in Annex II part 2 to the TEN-T Guidelines, but the port where the 
proposed Action is located may be either core or comprehensive. In case of a freight railway service at least part 
of the railway line, in which the service is operated, should be part of the Core Network but the proposed Action 
could be located either on the Comprehensive or Core Network, as stated in the previous paragraph.  

4. Section 3.2.1 of the work programme states that: "The nature of the proposals submitted should not 
result in an unfair or selective advantage for the beneficiary vis-à-vis other market players. The benefits 
of the results of the actions shall be accessible on a non-discriminatory basis". 

- What is meant by "market players"? Do you refer to the so called shippers or are these players the 
service providers on the freight terminals? 

In the context of the priority "Freight Transport Services", "market players" refer to all actors operating a similar 
freight service in the relevant market. 

- What is meant by "unfair or selective advantage" and the fact that "the benefits of the results of the 
actions shall be accessible on a non-discriminatory basis"? 

The proposed Action should not result into a distortion of competition or go against the common interest of market 
players, as defined above. For instance, no cargo can be taken from other non-road services operating in the 
same relevant market (this is not considered as a modal shift). The impact of the proposed Action on competition 
shall be explained in the application form part D (question 5.10). 

In addition, a beneficiary shall disseminate the results of the Action and make the benefits available/accessible on 
a non-discriminatory basis. For example, best practices, benefits related to the innovative element or any other 
benefits resulting from the implementation of the Action will have to be communicated.  

There are no requirements as regards open access to the assets financed by a CEF Transport grant, provided 
these assets are used only by the beneficiary (i.e. for the purpose of moving his own freight only).  

 

 



5. What is meant by "operational costs" in section 3.2.1 of the work programme? 

Operational costs are the costs linked to the running of a freight transport service. This may include fuel, 
expenditure for technical and administrative staff, subcontracting, maintenance, electricity, port fees, insurances, 
handling costs, etc.). Operational costs cannot be funded. 

6. Could a proposal aimed at upgrading inland waterway or railway infrastructure be funded under the 
priority "Freight Transport Services"? And could a proposal be funded if it concerns telematics 
applications (e.g. TAF/TSI for railways)? 

The proposals aimed at infrastructure upgrade or concerning telematics applications, could be funded under the 
priority "Freight Transport Services", as long as the conditions of the call and the work programme are met. In 
particular, the proposed Action shall lead to at least one of the specific objectives described in the work 
programme (modal shift, multimodal integration and/or efficient supply chains) and the investment (small scale 
ancillary infrastructure, superstructures and equipment) must be directly related to a freight transport service 
involving the territory of at least two EU Member States.  

Please bear in mind that proposals specifically targeting the infrastructure upgrade or telematics applications may 
be more relevant under other priorities also covered by the CEF Transport 2016 calls. 

7. Could a study developing a new effective and sustainable incentive scheme to move heavy road 
transport to the seaborne transport be funded under the priority "Freight Transport Services"? 

Studies may be funded under the priority "Freight Transport Services" on the condition that the initial investment 
decision has already been taken before applying for the CEF funding. This means that only studies expected to 
be followed by works, such as technical design, technical specifications etc., could be funded. Studies such as 
pre-feasibility/feasibility studies, pilots, market analysis, research, business plans, strategies, etc., will not be 
supported under this priority. 

8. Under the priority "Freight Transport Services", could a pilot action (i.e. a pilot followed by a study) be 
funded, or a study is to be understood as being "desk research" only? 

Studies may be funded under the priority "Freight Transport Services" only under certain conditions (see FAQ 7 
above). 

9. In a works proposal, how can we calculate the costs related to durable assets when they are rented or 
leased?  

The assets shall be directly employed by the Action. There are two possibilities: 

1. The Action employs the assets exclusively for the Action by 100%. In budgetary terms it is accounted in 
the following way: the amount of months of the Action (e.g. 10 months) * the monthly rent/ lease fee (e.g. 2 
euros). 10*2=20 

2. The Action employs the assets for the Action by x% (e.g. by 50%). In budgetary terms it is accounted in the 
following way: the amount of months of the Action (e.g. 10 months)* the monthly rent/ lease fee (e.g. 2 euros)* 0.5 
coefficient. E.g. 10*2*0.5=10. However, in this scenario the definition of the amount of the coefficient shall be 
described. Whichever of the two possibilities is used, it should be clearly described, explained and justified in the 
proposal  

10. I am a private company launching a freight transport service and future revenues related to this 
service are uncertain due to the market volatility. How should I reflect the uncertainty of the revenues in 
the CBA and in the calculation of the funding gap? 

The associated risks to variable costs and revenues (for instance due to market volatility) should be reflected in 
the CBA according to the methodology used. Risk considerations could also be described in detail in the 
application form part D (question 5.4). 

If qualitative considerations are not deemed sufficient to represent the level of risk of the proposed Action, a 
proportionate risk premium can be added to the base financial discount rate (e.g. 4% in the recommended 
Cohesion Policy CBA methodology). The definition of such a risk premium needs to be duly substantiated, for 
instance, by the use of market references, Internal Rate of Return of the sector, etc. 

Please see also other FAQs related to the cost-benefit analysis in section 11 of the General FAQs list. 

11. What is meant by "small scale ancillary infrastructure, superstructures and equipment" in section 
3.2.1 of the work programme? 

 
The funding for works will be used for the purchase/rent of durable assets concerning small scale ancillary 
infrastructure, superstructures and equipment (including on-board equipment). 
"Ancillary infrastructure" means the necessary and sufficient infrastructure to achieve the goals of actions (e.g. 
minor extensions of the quay, re-arrangement of the rail yard at the terminal etc.).  
"Superstructure" refers to commercially operated infrastructure, such as warehouses, new passenger and freight 
terminals. Superstructure is to be considered as a separate element from the basic physical infrastructure.  



"Equipment" might be understood as devices, machines, tools, and vehicles. 
 The infrastructure, superstructures and equipment should be directly linked to the freight service addressed in the 
action. 
 
12. In case of a proposal under the priority Freight Transport Services addressing studies and software 
upgrading of already existing telematics applications in ports, may both activities be covered by a grant 
for studies and its applicable co-funding rate?  
 

In the context of the priority "Freight Transport Services" activities related to the software upgrading would be 
covered by grants for telematics applications systems and services and their applicable co-funding rates of 20 % 
as specified in section 12.2.1 c) of the call text. Other activities related to the study could be financed with a 
maximum rate of 50% in line with section 12.2.1 a). 
 

13. Under the priority "Freight transport services" is a pipeline infrastructure on the freight terminal 
considered as ancillary infrastructure or superstructure? 
 

The pipeline infrastructure can be considered as an ancillary infrastructure or superstructure and eligible if it is 
directly linked to the objective of the Action and the objective of the FTS priority in this Call.  
 
14. Under the priority "Freight transport services" is the required building of a tank park to store the rail 
tank on the freight terminal eligible? 
 

A tank park to store the rail tank on the freight terminal could be eligible provided it is an indispensable part of the 
Action aiming at the freight transport and/or it is a legal requirement. These elements must be explained in detail 
in the application part D for the evaluation. 
 


