
CEF Transport – 2016 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – ERTMS 

 

Last update – 27 January 2017 

 

1. What does "works" mean under sub-priority b) of the "Corridors of the Core Network" and "Other 
sections of the Core Network" priorities? Is it a correct understanding that preparatory actions (e.g. 
elaboration of a preliminary design, design for a building permit and/or design-build studies) may be 
funded but the project must include mostly combined works for a railway infrastructure development 
and an ERTMS implementation on the same pre-identified section? 

The term "works" under this sub-priority is used in the same meaning as in Article 2 of the CEF Regulation. The 
main component of a "combined railway/ track-side ERTMS" proposal shall indeed cover works for a railway 
infrastructure development and an ERTMS track-side implementation on the same pre-identified section.  

Only "design-build" studies can be considered as part of a works proposal. In such a case, the proposal should 
still be indicated as "works" in the application form part A1. 

Other preparatory actions addressing the ERTMS track-side deployment must be submitted as a separate 
application under the ERTMS priority (section 3.1.4 of the work programme). 

2. Could a proposed Action addressing GSM-R only or, as part of the deployment of ERTMS along an 
existing railway line, GSM-R (voice) and ETCS Level 1 be funded under the current calls? 

The ERTMS priority, both under General and Cohesion calls, foresees support to GSM-R only as part of ERTMS 
Level 2 (i.e. along with ETCS). GSM-R as a stand-alone project or in combination with ETCS L1 will not be 
funded under the ERTMS priority. 

Proposals covering GSM-R component as a part of a broader rail infrastructure project, without the need to 
address ETCS, could be submitted under the sub-priority a) Railways (but not as "Combined railway-ERTMS"), 
under priorities 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 of the work programme (MAP Cohesion call only). GSM-R (voice) and ETCS Level 
1 cannot be submitted within the same application. 

3. Is it a correct understanding that as a part of a combined railway project only one of the ERTMS 
components may be funded (e.g. GSM-R)? Are they subject to ceilings? 

As stated in FAQ 2 above, GSM-R as a stand-alone project or in combination with ETCS L1 will not be funded 
under the ERTMS priority. 

Both components of ERTMS, i.e. ETCS and GSM-R, may be co-funded together only under the MAP Cohesion 
call, sub-priority b) Combined Railways/ERTMS, under priorities 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 of the multi-annual work 
programme, and only as a part of a railway project addressing the ERTMS Level 2 deployment. 

Please note that applicable ceilings, as described in priority 3.1.4.1 of the work programme (ERTMS track-side 
deployment), include all components related to ERTMS (e.g. ETCS, GSM-R, Hardware, Software). 

4. Do the deliverables of the ERTMS (track-side or on-board) deployment have to be achieved by the 
end date of the action or can they be achieved by the time the final payment claim is due (the end 
date + max. 1 year)? 

The deliverables serve as a mean to verify completion of the action at the final payment stage. As a consequence, 
they should be achieved according to the milestones' date. However, the copy of an application for an 
authorisation for placing the Control Command Signalling trackside subsystem in service or the authorisation can 
be sent at the very latest by the time the final payment claim is due. Costs incurred after the end date of the action 
are not eligible. 

5. Can the APIS/NSA application for a track-side/on-board deployment be sent in the year 2021 under 
the MAP General call?  

Yes, this is acceptable, provided the end date of the Action is 31 December 2020 at the latest. See question 4 
above. 

6. Can prototypes be funded under the ERTMS on-board deployment specific priority? If so, are there 
any ceilings applicable? 

Yes, prototypes can be submitted under the ERTMS on-board deployment specific priority. The total costs are 
subject to the maximum ceiling of 250.000€ per on-board unit. 

 



7. Which Member State(s) need to support an application addressing solely rolling stock?  

In general, as stated in General FAQ 5.1, 'Member State concerned' should be understood as the Member State 
in the territory of which the proposed Action is planned to be (or is being) implemented. As stated in General FAQ 
5.4, if a proposal is to be carried out in the territory of several Member States, all these Member States must 
provide their agreement to the proposal. 

For proposals addressing solely rolling stock (e.g. under "Rail Freight Noise", "ERTMS on-board") the agreement 
of one Member State concerned, for instance, the Member State where the applicant is established, is sufficient. 

8. (Updated) If we submit a proposal under the ERTMS priority which is subject only to a Cost 
Effectiveness Analysis, shall we still answer all questions of application form D?  

Yes. As indicated in the Guide for Applicants section 5.5, all questions of the application form part D should be 
answered as the absence of an answer will not allow a full appraisal by the evaluators of the evaluation criteria, 
thus diminishing the chance of the proposal being selected. 

In line with section 7.2 of the call text, all project proposals for 'works' or proposals including both 'studies' and 
'works', submitted under the priority ERTMS, must be accompanied only by a cost-effectiveness analysis instead 
of a cost benefit analysis. This implies that for priorities requiring a CEA, the level of information related to the 
"revenues of the proposed action", the "financial analysis", the "revenue-generating capacity of the projects", the 
"economic analysis" and the "resources needed" will be calibrated to the information gathered by the cost-
effectiveness analysis while for question 5.6 of the application form D on the "funding gap analysis" the answer 
should be "not applicable". 

9. (Updated) Is it possible to apply for co-financing of a project for initial on-board retrofitting with 
Baseline 2.3.0d, then subsequent upgrade (before the end of 2020) to Baseline 3? If so, will the full costs 
be eligible (within the €250,000 per OBU cap) or are the eligible costs limited to the Baseline 3 upgrade? 

In line with the call text (item 3.1.4.2.a) only proposals addressing retrofitting or upgrade (works) with B3 
compliant equipment of vehicles already operating on the Union railway network ERTMS may be funded. Costs 
related with Baseline 2, release 2.3.0d on-board deployment are not eligible under this call. 

10. (Updated) Which versions of Baseline 3 are eligible for co-financing? Only 3.6.0 or also 3.4.0? 

ETCS Baseline 3 (B3) means the set of specifications #2 or #3 in table A2.2 or A2.3 of the Annex A of the 
Commission Regulation (EU) 2016/919. A proposal compliant with any of these Baseline specifications is eligible 
for co-funding. 


