
CEF Transport – 2015 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – ERTMS 

 

1. We see that "Training of Staff working with ERTMS" does not have its own priority. 
Training is, however, mentioned under the sub-priority "ERTMS on-board 
deployment". Can we submit a proposal focusing on ERTMS training for staff under 
that sub-priority? 

Indeed, training activities can be supported under the priority "ERTMS", sub-priority "ERTMS on-
board deployment" as a component of an on-board retrofit or upgrade proposal. 

2. Under the priority ERTMS, the sub-priority "ERTMS on-board deployment", it is stated 
that "works related to Class B system(s) are excluded from the scope of the specific 
objective”. What is meant by "Class B-systems"? Does this mean that even vehicles 
equipped with Class "B-systems" (e.g. LZB) and works to keep the existing 
compatibility are excluded? Or does it mean that works related to conventional 
vehicles (locomotive and coaches - "Class B-systems" as a category of product) as 
opposed to multiple units/train-sets (Class A-systems) are excluded? 

The sub-priority "ERTMS on-board deployment" under the 2015 calls is limited to existing vehicles 
only. Whereas ERTMS upgrade may address vehicles equipped only with ERTMS, retrofitting can 
primarily address vehicles already equipped with a Class B system. As a consequence, CEF support 
for such vehicles, locomotives or train-sets covering solely ERTMS related works, can be requested 
under the current calls. 

3. Proposals addressing the retrofitting and/or upgrading (works) of existing vehicles 
already operating on the EU railway network, with ETCS Baseline 3 (B3) or Baseline 2 
(B2) may be funded under this specific objective:  

a. Which is the difference between B3 and B2? 

ETCS Baseline 2 (B2) means the set of specifications #1, and ETCS Baseline 3 (B3) means the set 
of specifications #2, both detailed in Annex A to Commission Decision 2012/88/EU. Please, note 
that the priority during the proposal evaluation and selection will be given to ETCS B3. 

b. Is there a difference in the award criteria for B2 and B3 actions?  

All eligible proposals will be evaluated against the same award criteria (see Section 9 of the calls 
texts). However, as stated in section 3.1.4 of the work programme, priority will be given to actions 
addressing Baseline 3. 

c. Should a Baseline 2 action commit to a follow-up upgrade to Baseline 3 in order to be 
funded? 

No, this is not an eligibility, selection or award criterion for funding. 

4. Which activities can be funded for Baseline 2, in comparison to Baseline 3? 

There is no difference between the activities which may be funded for Baseline 2 or Baseline 3 on-
board proposals. They must fulfil the eligibility (Section 7 of the call text and the work 
programme), selection (Section 8 of the call text and the work programme) and the award criteria 
(Section 9 of the call text and the work programme) as well as the specific conditions for ERTMS 
on-board deployment stated in section 3 of the work programme. 

For more details, see Section 3.1.4.2 of the work programme. 

5. Could you confirm that proposals related to ERTMS on-board deployment addressing 
retrofit/upgrade of a prototype vehicle can only be funded for Baseline 3? Can such 
proposals include just prototyping, without deployment? 

No. Baseline 2 proposals can also be funded. However, as stated in section 3.1.4 of the work 
programme, priority will be given to actions addressing Baseline 3. 

As set out in Section 3.1.4.2. a) 1) Proposals addressing only retrofit/upgrade of a prototype 
vehicle / the first vehicle of a series, including its authorisation, in order to reduce the costs and 
time for further serial retrofit and authorisation of vehicles may be funded under this specific 
objective.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:051:0001:0065:EN:PDF


6. One of the essential conditions for funding of ERTMS on-board actions is that 
“vehicles must be authorised for operation on the EU railway network (in at least one 
Member State) prior to submission of the application”:  

a. Does this condition apply to all vehicles? 

Yes, this condition applies to all vehicles, including the prototype vehicle/the first vehicle of a 
series. The proposals must address only vehicles authorised for operation on the EU railway 
network (in at least one Member State) prior to submission of the application. For upgrade 
proposals, the authorisation documentation must identify the ERTMS version already installed, 
together with information on options, level, software version, hardware, etc. 

b. If the proposal is addressing the retrofit/upgrade of a prototype vehicle/the first 
vehicle of a series, should its authorization for operation on the EU railway network be 
done during the project implementation or prior the submission of the proposal?  

The vehicle which will serve as a prototype/a first vehicle in the series with or without an ETCS on-
board must in any case be authorised for operation on the EU railway network (in at least one 
Member State) prior to submission of the application,. However, its authorisation as an ETCS B2/B3 
retrofitted/upgraded prototype vehicle/the first vehicle of a series has to be achieved during the 
project implementation. 

7. What is the difference between the information/documents to be included in the 
proposal and the project deliverables related to the authorisation procedure? 

The information to be included in the proposal is intended to facilitate the evaluation and enable 
the assessment of the proposal against the eligibility, selection and award criteria set out in the call 
text and the work programme, including compliance with the general and specific objectives of the 
work programme.  

The deliverables are the results of the project. 

The assessment of the final outcome of the CEF supported actions is based on the completeness 
and the demonstration of compliance with the technical specification for interoperability of the 
deliverables listed in points 3.1.4.1. e) and 3.1.4.2. e). 

8. For a proposal addressing on-board ERTMS deployment in 2 phases (prototyping and 
serial retrofitment) is there any time limit for implementing the second phase (serial 
retrofitment)? 

There is no specific time limit between the end of the implementation of the prototyping phase and 
the start of the serial retrofitting phase. However, the conditions on the eligibility of costs included 
in section 12.2.2 of the call texts are applicable to all proposals, including the ERTMS on-board 
deployment. 

Please note also that, as stated in section 9 of the call texts, under the award criteria maturity, the 
proposed Action should be ready to start, at the latest, within eighteen months after the closure of 
the call. 

9. Is it possible to include several types of vehicles under one ERTMS on-board 
proposal, or each vehicle type should be submitted separately? 

Submitting one proposal containing more than one vehicle type is possible. In such cases, it is 
recommended to split each vehicle type into separate activities. 

10. Since baseline 3 is not yet available in the market, we are buying new vehicles with 
B2 equipment. As soon as B3 is available, these vehicles would be upgraded to ECTS 
B3 (vehicles will then be already in operation). We have foreseen a budget for this 
upgrade but it is not certain when it will take place because this depends on the 
availability of the B3 version of the supplier. This may not be within the 18 months 
after the call closure. Could we still apply for CEF funding for this activity? 

Section 3.1.4.2 point b) of the work programme indicates the essential conditions that need to be 
met for the ERTMS on-board actions. One of the conditions is that the vehicles must be authorised 
for operation on the EU railway network (in at least one Member State) prior to the submission of 
the application.  

As regards the timing of the proposed Action, this should be based on the project plan. The start 
date of the proposed Action within eighteen months after the closure of the call is not an eligibility 
criterion but will be assessed under the award criteria "maturity", as stated in section 9 of the call 
texts.  



It is up to the applicant to determine the level of maturity of the proposed Action and the likelihood 
for it to be evaluated positively under this criterion. 

11. Is the retrofitting of existing vehicles (already operating on the EU railway network 
without ETCS) with ETCS B2 or B3, carried out by the vehicle-supplier eligible? Are 
the authorisation costs eligible? 

Proposals covering the retrofitting of existing vehicles authorised for operation and already 
operating in at least one Member State may be funded, regardless of the supplier of the on-board 
system provided that eligibility, selection and award criteria are fulfilled, contracts have been 
awarded in line with Article II.9 of the model grant agreement and costs incurred are in compliance 
with the conditions of Article II.19. 

The authorisation costs may be eligible, provided they meet the general conditions for eligibility of 
costs described in Article II.19 of the model grant agreement.  

For further information please also see funding conditions under point 3.1.4.2 d) of the Work 
Programme. 

12. Can ETCS on-board versions below Baseline BL 3.4 be funded? 

Only ETCS Baseline 2 (B2) and Baseline 3 (B3) can be funded as specified under point 3.1.4 of the 
work Programme and defined specifications #1 and #2 of Annex A to Commission Decision 
2012/88/EU.  

13. Is there a chance that under the 2015 calls more funds will be allocated for on-board-
equipment compared to 2014? 

There is no prior earmarking of the available budget between ERTMS specific objectives. Actual 
breakdown of the allocated funding between on-board and track-side will depend on the outcome 
of the evaluation of proposals. 

14. How the "costs related to the STM equipment itself" (which can’t be funded) are 
defined? Do these include hardware costs only or also some part of the homologation 
costs? 

As set out in point 3.1.4.2.b), only works related to a combination of ETCS and a specific 
transmission module (STM) may be funded. Any cost category related to STM (be it hardware, 
homologation or its part) are not eligible. Please note that lack of clarity in the application as 
regards these costs may lead to a reduction of the CEF funding, should the proposal be 
recommended for funding. 

15. Will information on contractual arrangements (e.g. provisions for future software 
upgrades, etc.), as requested under 3.1.4.2.c), affect the assessment of the proposal? 

The more comprehensive the information you provide, the easier for experts to assess your 
proposal properly. It is recommended to provide all relevant information in the application forms. 

16. Which kind of studies can be proposed in a track-side application? 

Proposals addressing ERTMS track-side deployment compliant with ETCS Baseline 2 (B2) or ETCS 
Baseline 3 (B3) version or upgrade of lines to B3 compliant version, including relevant preparatory 
actions, with particular emphasis on cross border sections, may be funded under this specific 
objective (see point 3.1.4.1 a)). Studies are defined in Guide for Applicants in general, there are no 
specifications in the calls or the work programme for the types of studies included, in principle, 
studies leading to immediate physical deployment of the system can be submitted for this specific 
objective. It is recommended that the applicants justify how the respective studies will contribute 
to subsequent deployment. 

However please note that ERTMS deployment and preparatory actions cannot be submitted 
together in one application and studies related to Class B system(s) and/or Specific Transmission 
are excluded from the scope of the specific objective. Moreover feasibility studies can only be 
presented as a part of a preparatory action package, otherwise they are not relevant to this specific 
objective as stand-alone documents. 

17. Will on-board proposals with training / ad hoc expertise be given the same priority 
as the ones covering the system deployment only? 

Proposals of SMEs addressing the retrofitting and/or upgrading (works) of existing vehicles already 
operating on the EU railway network, with ETCS Baseline 3 (B3) or Baseline 2 (B2) may include 
training activities, specific ad-hoc expertise to follow up the project or to provide other necessary 



support. Submitted proposals will be treated equally. All eligible proposals will be evaluated against 
the same award criteria (see Section 9 of the calls texts). 

18. Can prototype on-board unit studies be funded? Have the prototype on-board units to 
be vehicle type specific and to be authorised? 

In line with the work programme, section 3.1.4.2. point a) refers to proposals addressing ERTMS 
deployment of on-board components, including relevant preparatory actions and /or prototyping. 
Proposals addressing only retrofit/upgrade of a prototype vehicle / the first vehicle of a series, 
including its authorisation, in order to reduce the costs and time for further serial retrofit and 
authorisation of vehicles may be funded under this specific objective. In this context retrofitting 
means the installation of the ETCS B3 or B2 equipment on an existing vehicle(s) already in 
operation and not equipped with this system before and upgrade means deployment of ETCS B3 or 
B2 equipment on existing vehicle already in operation and equipped with pre-B2/B2 compliant 
ETCS. Proposals of SMEs may nevertheless include training activities, specific ad-hoc expertise to 
follow up the project or other necessary support may be included in the proposal of SMEs. It is in 
any case up to the applicant to justify any elements of the proposed Action's scope, including 
studies, bearing in mind that both definitions of retrofitting and upgrading entail physical 
deployment of the system (works).  

The development testing, verification and authorization of an ERTMS on-board unit prototype may 
be funded under CEF. There is no requirement for it to be vehicle type specific but, at the end of 
the project, the prototype on-board unit must be actually fitted on an existing vehicle and 
authorised for operation in at least one Member State. The vehicle must already be authorized for 
operation on the EU railway network (in at least one Member State) prior to the submission of the 
proposal. For upgrade proposals, the authorisation documentation must identify the ERTMS version 
already installed, together with information on options, level, software version, hardware, etc. At 
the end of the project deliverables shall demonstrate completeness and compliance with applicable 
technical specifications for interoperability. Assessment of the final outcome of the CEF supported 
actions will be based on the completeness and TSI-compliance of the deliverables listed below. 

19. Is there any distinction between baseline 2 or baseline 3 concerning prototypes? 

Please refer to question 3 for differences between baseline 2 and baseline 3. For funding conditions 
for prototypes, please see point 3.1.4.2 d) of the work Programme. 

20. Could upgrading of ETCS Level 1 with the additional characteristic on-line supervision 
LEU of the on-track devices and dynamic/transparent Eurobaliz be funded? 
Upgrading stays on the Level 1 and for this type of works ES Verification is not 
requested. 

The ERTMS upgrade is defined in the work programme section 3.1.4.1. point a) and limited 
accordingly. 

Proposals addressing ERTMS track-side deployment compliant with ETCS Baseline 2 (B2) or ETCS 
Baseline 3 (B3) version or upgrade of lines to B3 compliant version, including relevant preparatory 
actions, with particular emphasis on cross border sections, may be funded under this specific 
objective. 

In this context, only proposals that demonstrate that the completion of the proposed Action will 
contribute to this goal, with a well-defined and justified scope, could be funded. 

21. Is it required that the development of an ERTMS prototype is available or open to 
other ERTMS on-board unit designers? What about the intellectual property rights? 

For more information on pre-existing rights and ownership and use of results (including intellectual 
and industrial property rights) please see Article II.8 of the model grant agreement. 

22. The European Railway Agency recently published a call for the formalisation of the 
ERTMS specification. Is this also an objective of the 2015 CEF Transport calls? 

No, the ERTMS formalisation in not an objective of 2015 CEF Transport calls. 

23. We are considering submitting an application under the priority ERTMS on-board 
deployment. The vehicles are in operation in an EU Member State but the potential 
applicant is located in Switzerland. Is the applicant/action eligible? 

As stated in General FAQ 3.8, applicants from outside the EU can participate in the current calls for 
proposals, under certain conditions (see section 7.1 of the call texts).  



More specifically, applications may be presented by neighbouring countries or entities established 
in neighbouring countries, such as Switzerland, with the agreement of the Member State(s) 
concerned. They may not receive financial assistance unless it is indispensable the achievement of 
the objectives of a given project of common interest.  

In addition to the agreement of the Member State(s) concerned, proposals with participation of 
such entities must also provide a declaration on why the participation of the neighbouring country 
applicant is necessary and/or indispensable (Annex B-IV of the application form part B) and, for 
entities established in neighbouring countries, proof of the support of the neighbouring country 
authorities (Annex III of the application form part B). 

Please see section 4.3 of the Guide for Applicants for specific requirements. 

24. Our proposed Action concerns the software upgrade of an existing ETCS 230d on 
board system, since Baseline 3 is not yet available in the market. The project will also 
be used to demonstrate the usability of the RFC1 Corridor Guideline for Authorisation 
of ERTMS on board projects. Could such a proposal be funded? 

The definition of ERTMS upgrade is provided in the work programme (section 3.1.4.2 point a)) and 
limited accordingly. 

In this context, an application shall demonstrate that the action's completion will lead to Baseline 
2, set #1 of Annex A to Commission Decision 2012/88/EU, or Baseline 3 implementation. Any well-
defined and justified proposal contributing to this goal could be funded provided that eligibility, 
selection and award criteria are fulfilled, but priority will be given to actions addressing Baseline 3.  

25. Are the ceilings mentioned under the ERTMS priority also applicable for the Cohesion 
call? 

Yes. Respective ceilings are applicable to all ERTMS proposals both under General and Cohesion 
envelope calls, including "combined railway/track-side ERTMS" applications.  

26. Is there a ceiling for eligible costs related to development, test and validation of 
B3/B2 compliant on-board unit in a vehicle that is the first of a series/prototype?  

In line with section 3.1.4.2.d) of the work programme, costs for both B2 and B3 prototypes are not 
subject to a ceiling, but have to be reasonable. Furthermore, as stated in section 3.1.4 of the work 
programme, priority will be given to actions addressing Baseline 3. 

27. Section 3.1.4.d) of the work programme imposes a ceiling on eligible costs for retrofit 
(€250,000 per ERTMS on-board subsystem to be deployed). How estimated eligible 
costs that go above the ceiling are to be reflected in the application forms, in 
particular in the application form part A3.2? 

Applicants are invited to indicate in the application forms the estimated eligible costs of the 
proposed Actions, even if they go above the ceiling. However, the CEF funding requested by the 
applicant and the corresponding funding rate should take into account the applicable funding. In 
case a proposal for which ceilings should apply is selected for funding, the estimated eligible costs 
and corresponding EU support will be reduced accordingly during the evaluation process if that has 
not been done by the applicant in the proposal. 

28. If an existing vehicle is equipped with more than one on-board subsystem, is the 
ceiling to eligible costs for retrofit still €250,000 for that vehicle? 

The ceiling referred to in section 3.1.4.d) of the work programme applies to each on-board 
subsystem. For a vehicle equipped, for instance, with two subsystems, the ceiling for that vehicle 
would be €500,000 (€250,000 for each subsystem). 

29. Could training activities, specific ad-hoc expertise to follow up the project or other 
necessary support be included in the proposal submitted by a big enterprise, whose 
sole shareholder is a Member State?  

In line with the work programme, section 3.1.4.2 point a), training activities, specific ad-hoc 
expertise to follow up the project or other necessary support may be included in the proposal of 
SMEs.  

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are defined in the EU recommendation 2003/361. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:051:0001:0065:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&locale=en


30. Could a proposed Action addressing GSM-R only or, as part of the deployment of 
ERTMS along an existing railway line, GSM-R (voice) and ETCS Level 1 be funded 
under the current calls? 

The ERTMS priority, both under General and Cohesion calls, foresees support to GSM-R only as part 
of ERTMS Level 2 (i.e. along with ETCS). GSM-R as a stand-alone project or in combination with 
ETCS L1 will not be funded under this priority. 

Proposals covering GSM-R component as a part of a broader rail infrastructure project, without the 
need to address ECTS, could be submitted under the funding priorities 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 of the work 
programme, whether as a) Railways or b) Combined projects Railway sections and track-side 
ERTMS works projects (Cohesion call only). 

31. Is it a correct understanding that proposals related to ERTMS on-board deployment 
only need the approval of one Member State, even if vehicles can be moved across 
Member States?  

As stated in section 7.1 of the call texts, the agreement of the Member State(s) concerned is to be 
provided for all applicants which are not a Member State. This is a requirement for all proposals 
submitted under the CEF Transport 2015 calls. 

Please see also general FAQ 5.8. 

32. Our proposed Action includes the adaptation and improvement of traffic management 
and control command at the border crossing and its implementation will allow the 
interface to the ERTMS L2, which will be developed on the whole corridor at a later 
stage. Can this preparatory/preliminary phase for the implementation of the ERTMS 
system along the cross-border section be supported under the ERTMS priority? 

Any track-side equipment infrastructure works (falling under the definition in Article 2.5 of the CEF 
Regulation) that is necessary for the ETCS L2 implementation may be supported under the ERTMS 
priority only in combination with the ERTMS L2 deployment. The co-financing rate for these 
infrastructure works is limited to 40% as long as the rail interoperability is fully demonstrated. 

33. Could the following be considered as projects of common interest, according to 
article 7 of the TEN-T Guidelines: deployment of ERTMS-on-board-equipment on a 
specific Rail Freight Corridor or retrofitting or upgrading of freight locomotives, 
operating on a specific Rail Freight Corridor with ERTMS (L1, L2, BL2.3.0.d, BL3) 
before 2020? 

According to section 7 of the call texts, only actions that can be identified as projects of common 
interest as defined in Article 7 of the TEN-T Guidelines and which address projects or horizontal 
priorities listed in Part I of Annex I of the CEF Regulation are eligible under this call. 

Based on the limited information provided in the above case, such projects would be considered as 
projects of common interest. However, this is without prejudice to the assessment of the eligibility 
of the proposed Action which will be done during the evaluation of the proposal.  

34. Does deployment of ERTMS include the refurbishment or upgrade of vehicles with 
ERTMS on-board equipment? 

Yes, such activities could be funded under the ERTMS priority. 

35. Could the deployment of ERTMS on a specific Rail Freight Corridor be considered as a 
global project? 

As stated in section 8 (Glossary) of the Guide for Applicants, where several technically and 
financially separated parts (including one or more Actions) contribute to the completion of a high, 
indivisible objective, this common objective is considered as the 'global project'.  

If the deployment of ERTMS on a specific Rail Freight Corridor is composed of several parts which 
are technically and financially identifiable but cannot be considered complete until all the parts are 
complete, then it can be considered as a global project. 

36. Is it indispensable that freight locomotives with ERTMS-on-board-equipment operate 
on a Core Network Corridor? 

The ERTMS priority clearly specifies in section 3.1.4 of the work programme that the focus of the 
priority is on projects on the Core Network Corridors and on principle lines of the Rail Freight 
Corridors. 



However, proposals submitted under the ERTMS priority (on-board deployment) must address only 
vehicles authorised for operation on the EU railway network (in at least one Member State) prior to 
submission of the application. For upgrade proposals, the authorisation documentation must 
identify the ERTMS version already installed, together with information on options, level, software 
version, hardware, etc.  

37. Is it indispensable to operate freight locomotives with ERTMS on-board equipment L1 
before 2017 and L2 before 2020? And for ERTMS track-side? 

Proposed Actions submitted under the CEF Transport 2015 calls should be completed by 31 
December 2020 at the latest. The end date of the proposed Action, which can be earlier, is to be 
indicated in the application form part A1. 

The assessment of the final outcome of the CEF supported actions is based on the completeness 
and the demonstration of compliance with the technical specification for interoperability of the 
deliverables listed in points 3.1.4.1. e) (track-side) and 3.1.4.2. e) (on-board) of the work 
programme, both for EU and, if applicable, non-EU sections. 

 


