
Implementa  on integrated river 
engineering project 

Danube east of Vienna
2007-AT-18020-P • Part of Priority Project 18

The segment of the Danube river east of Vienna is currently characterised by constant river bed erosion of +/- 2-3.5 cm 
per year, which has a nega  ve impact on the water resource management and the ecological viability of the Donau-Auen 

(Na  onal Park) ecosystem. Inadequate condi  ons prevail for naviga  on (the fairway is too shallow at low water), requiring 
urgent ac  on. 

The project, part of Priority Project 18 (Waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), aims at providing a solu  on to these 
problems. It comprises river engineering measures such as the construc  on of new groynes, granulometric bed improvement, 
river bank restora  on and side arm reconnec  on to reduce erosion and increase water levels in the Danube in this area.

Commission Decision:
C(2008)8053

Member States involved:
Austria

Implementa  on schedule:
Start date: January 2007
End date: December 2013
Es  mated end year: Post 2015

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €156,893,997

EU contribu  on:  €36,389,769
Na  onal budget:  €120,504,228

Percentage of EU support: 
Studies: 50%
Works: 20%

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that the project is lagging considerably behind schedule. Its comple  on is not expected 
before 2022, in par  cular due to pending environmental and administra  ve issues. As a consequence, it will not be possible 
to maintain the EU support for the part of the ac  vi  es to be carried out a  er 2015. This entails a reduc  on to the TEN-T 
contribu  on of approximately €14 million. 

The comple  on of the remaining ac  vi  es by the end of 2015 is realis  c, provided that the following condi  ons are met:

• the EIA (environmental impact assessment) process is completed by mid-2011
• the objec  ve is updated and the ac  vi  es revised accordingly

It is also necessary for the benefi ciary to ensure that addi  onal funding is made available to cover the increased cost of the 
project.

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that the proje
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Studies for the construc  on of a 225 m x 25 m 
(Class VIb) lock in Huy (Ampsin-Neuville) and the 

works of a 225 m x 25 m (classe VIb) lock in 
Flémalle (Ivoz-Ramet), both on the Meuse river 

2007-BE-18040-P • Part of Priority Project 18

Part of Priority Project 18 (Waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), this project aims to increase the lock capacity of the 
Meuse river to reach class VIb, or the traffi  c of boats carrying 9,000 tonnes. 

The locks located in Ivoz-Ramet and in Ampsin-Neuville are two of the most important in the Walloon region, coun  ng 
11,490,000 and 8,880,000 tonnes respec  vely in 2007. The project plans to build a new lock at Ivoz-Ramet and, for the 
sec  on Ampsin-Neuville, it will develop the detailed studies, including hydraulic, naviga  on, socio-economic and 
environmental analysis. 

These studies are aimed at the construc  on of a new lock at Huy.

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that the project’s implementa  on is behind schedule and it is likely to face a one year 
delay due to longer tendering procedures. The comple  on of the project by the end of 2014 is feasible, provided that the 
following condi  ons are met:

• the tendering process regarding Flémale site is completed by the end of 2010
• the naviga  on study for Huy site is completed by the end of 2011
• the project con  nues to respect the revised implementa  on planning provided in the 2010 ASR

Commission Decision:
C(2008)7319

Member States involved:
Belgium

Implementa  on schedule:
Start date: January 2009
End date: December 2013
Es  mated end year: 2014

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €80,883,440

EU contribu  on:  €17,590,000
Regional budget:  €63,293,440

Percentage of EU support: 
Studies: 50%
Works: 20%

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that the proje
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Construc  on of a 225 x 25 m chamber naviga  on 
lock, its ancillary works and a pumping sta  on / 

hydroelectric power plant on the Albert Canal, to 
the east of the exis  ng lock complex at Lanaye 

2007-BE-18070-P • Part of Priority Project 18

This project, part of Priority Project 18 (Waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), concerns the construc  on of the fourth 
lock at Lanaye, the key lock along the Albert Canal at the Belgian-Dutch border. This lock connects mari  me and inland ports 

along the Rhine-Main-Danube (from Ro  erdam to Constanza) and along the Seine-Scheldt (from Le Havre to Antwerp) and 
cons  tutes an essen  al point of passage for the European inland waterway network. 

The exis  ng lock is highly congested, causing considerable delays (21,000 merchant ships/11.5 million tonnes in 2006). The 
fourth lock at Lanaye will be 225 m x 25 m, so as to bring the lock’s capacity to more than 50,000 vessels per year (with a 
merchant fl eet composi  on similar to the current one). The project also includes a pumping sta  on to off set the increase in 
water consump  on, and a hydroelectric power plant to capitalise on the available fall of water.

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that even though progress can be reported, the ac  on is likely to have a 15 month delay 
due to the late comple  on of the environmental study, and thus a longer development consent process. The comple  on of 
the project by the end of Q1 2015 is realis  c, provided that the following condi  ons are met: 

• the tendering process for civil works is completed early 2011
• the civil works have started by mid-2011
• the project con  nues to respect the revised implementa  on planning provided in the 2010 ASR (Ac  on Status Report)

It is also necessary for the benefi ciary to ensure that addi  onal funding is made available to cover the increased cost of the 
project.

Commission Decision:
C(2008)7020
Member States involved:
Belgium

Implementa  on schedule:
Start date: January 2007
End date: December 2013
Es  mated end year: 2015

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €89,766,666

EU contribu  on:  €26,930,000
Na  onal budget:  €6,338,000
Regional budget:  €56,498,666

Percentage of EU support: 
Studies: 30%
Works: 30%

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that even tho
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New construc  on of the rail bridge above 
the Danube at Deggendorf

2007-DE-18030-P • Part of Priority Project 18

Part of Priority Project 18 (Waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), this project consists of the construc  on of a new 
rail bridge at Deggendorf, located at km 2,285.9 of the Danube, where the DB Netz AG rail line crosses the river between 

Landshut and Bayerisch Eisenstein. 

The current rail bridge acts as a barrier to naviga  on because of its rela  vely low clearance (4.40 m), genera  ng a 
bo  leneck on the sec  on in ques  on. The new bridge will have a clearance from the water of 8 m and its width will increase 
from 40 to 90 metres. 

Addi  onally, three other rail bridges will be constructed under this ac  on: a track bridge and rail bridges over road 2074 and 
Neusiedler Straße.

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that the project suff ered some minor delays due to fl ooding in summer 2009 and the early 
and strong winter of 2009/10 which hindered some of the foreseen works. However, the project should not be delayed overall 
and will fi nish in  me and probably with slightly lower costs than originally foreseen. The defi ni  ve TEN-T contribu  on will be 
determined at the  me of the fi nal payment.

Commission Decision:
C(2008)6913
Member States involved:
Germany

Implementa  on schedule
Start date: October 2007
End date: March 2011
Es  mated end year: 2011

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €35,050,000
EU contribu  on:  €7,010,000
Na  onal budget:  €13,450,000
Regional/local budget:  €1,770,000

Private or public:  €12,820,000

Percentage of EU support: 
Works: 20%

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that the proje

MAP Review

117



New construc  on of the rail bridge above the 
Danube at Deggendorf

2007-DE-18030-P • Part of Priority Project 18

MAP Review

*Rounded fi gures

35.1

32.9

32.9

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

End
2010

End
2011

Planned, updated and revised cumulative costs (€ Million)*

Planned costs (Decision) Revised costs (MAP review) Updated costs (as reported by the beneficiary)

7.0

7.0

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

End
2010

End
2011

Planned and revised cumulative TEN-T contribution (€ Million)*

Planned TEN-T contribution (Decision) Revised planned TEN-T contribution (MAP review)

When the updated plans are confi rmed by the review, the curve of the updated costs reported by the benefi ciary overlaps the curve of the revised costs (MAP review)

Nota bene: the defi ni  ve TEN-T contribu  on will be determined at the  me of the fi nal payment

118



Independent variant research on the 
development of the Danube between 

Straubing and Vilshofen 
2007-DE-18050-S • Part of Priority Project 18

This project, part of Priority Project 18 (Waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), concerns the main bo  leneck in the 
en  re Rhine-Main-Danube waterway, which is from Straubing to Vilshofen. While the rest of the waterway has been 

adapted to 2.5 m water depth in recent years, the Straubing-Vilshofen sec  on’s water depth only reaches 1.6 m at low water 
levels. A water depth of 2.5 m can be reached only 165 days a year on average.

A  er many years of interdisciplinary studies on the possibili  es for improving shipping condi  ons, including fl ood control and 
implementa  on of a regional planning procedure, there is no agreement about the variant to be used.

Thus, the main objec  ve of this study is to make a concrete and independent assessment on the infl uence of diff erent measures 
on naviga  on, as well as on the environment. Regional environmental impacts and the benefi ts of an eff ec  ve inland waterway 
network (the poten  al of shi  ing goods from road to waterways, pollu  on reduc  on) will also be taken into account. 

In addi  on, the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Aff airs (BMVBS) has set up a monitoring group consis  ng of 
transport, economic and environmental experts in connec  on with the execu  on of the study.

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that the project was expected to be completed at the end of 2011. The project started 
with a delay of one year and thus is scheduled to fi nish one year later than planned. The delay is due to se   ng up the 
governance structure for project implementa  on. The crea  on of a steering and monitoring group will ensure integra  on of 
the diff erent interest groups and stakeholders. 

The defi ni  ve TEN-T contribu  on will be determined at the  me of the fi nal payment.

Commission Decision:
C(2008)6374 
Member States involved:
Germany

Implementa  on schedule
Start date: October 2008
End date: December 2011
Es  mated end year: 2012 

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €33,000,000

EU contribu  on:  €16,500,000
Na  onal budget:  €11,000,000
Regional/local budget:  €5,500,000

Percentage of EU support: 
Studies: 50%

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that the proj
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Improvement of the navigability
 on the Danube

2007-HU-18090-S • Part of Priority Project 18

This project, part of Priority Project 18 (waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), involves the study of the elimina  on of 
fords and bo  lenecks hindering naviga  on along the Hungarian stretch of the Danube river between the town of Szob and 

Hungary’s southern border. It will contribute to mee  ng the requirements set for the Danube-Main-Rhine waterway (UNECE 
direc  ves).

Currently, the fairway does not meet UNECE VI B and C parametres for approximately half of the year. However, a  er the 
elimina  on of fords and bo  lenecks, this limita  on will happen only for 20 days as a maximum. 

The studies will be implemented by surveying the riverbed, drawing technical designs, making the necessary environmental 
studies and impact assessments, and ge   ng the approval of the competent authori  es for all of the interven  ons along the 
said river sec  on.

The Mid-Term evalua  on took note of the progress achieved so far and concluded that the project is 11 months behind 
schedule due to environmental and administra  ve issues. The comple  on of the project by the end of 2011 is feasible 
provided that the revised implementa  on planning is respected.

Commission Decision:
C(2008)6788
Member States involved:
Hungary

Implementa  on schedule:
Start date: March 2008
End date: December 2010
Es  mated end year: 2011 

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €8,000,000
EU contribu  on:  €4,000,000
Na  onal budget:  €4,000,000

Percentage of EU support: 
Studies: 50%

The Mid Term evalua on took note of the progr
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Maasroute, upgrade of inland waterways 
from class Va to class Vb specifi ca  ons

2007-NL-18010-P • Part of Priority Project 18

The Maasroute project, part of Priority Project 18 (waterway axis Rhine/Meuse-Main-Danube), concerns inland waterways in 
the southern part of the Netherlands between the Waal river near Nijmegen and the Belgian border at Lanaye (near Liège). 

By upgrading the waterway from class Va to class Vb and increasing draught from 3.0 to 3.5 m, this important TEN waterway 
will be able to accommodate more inland shipping and thus achieve a substan  al modal shi  . Ac  vi  es include:

• raising of bridges at Weurt
• construc  on of sluices at Heumen and at Limmel
• enlargement of locks at Heel, Born, and Maasbracht
• widening of the Juliana canal between Born and Stein, between Elsloo and Limmel and of a curve at Elsloo
• raising the water level near Maasbracht – Born
• widening a river curve at Steijl and Neer
• widening and deepening a lock at Sambeek and Belfeld
• deepening the Meuse near Venlo
• construc  on of a traffi  c management centre at Maasbracht

The Mid-Term evalua  on concluded that overall, the project is progressing ini  ally as planned, both technically and fi nancially. 
It has also benefi ted from reduced costs, which entails a reduc  on to the TEN-T contribu  on of approximately €7.0 million. 
The project is expected to be completed by the end of 2013 provided that the slightly revised planning is respected.  

Commission Decision:
C(2008)6772
Member States involved:
The Netherlands

Implementa  on schedule:
Start date: January 2007
End date: December 2013 
Es  mated end year: 2013

Budget: 
Total project cost:  €408,900,000
EU contribu  on:  €81,780,000
Na  onal budget:  €327,120,000

Percentage of EU support: 
Works: 20%

The Mid Term evalua on concluded that overall t
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