
3.3.4. Motorways of the Sea (MoS) 
 
General objectives 

 
Motorways of the sea consist of short-sea routes, ports, associated maritime infrastructure and 
equipment, and facilities as well as simplified administrative formalities enabling Short Sea 
Shipping or sea-river services between at least two ports, including hinterland connections. 
They shall contribute towards the achievement of a European Maritime Transport Space 
without Barriers and also facilitate maritime freight transport with neighbouring countries. In 
this context, they shall also promote shipping concepts which contribute to reducing negative 
impacts of heavy fuel oil powering in support of the implementation of the requirements of 
Annex VI of the IMO MARPOL Convention and of Directive 2012/33/EU. 

 
Actions addressed with this programme may concern studies, pilot actions or implementation 
measures as well as a combination of studies and implementation. 

 
Specific objectives: 

 
To support the overall objectives of motorways of the sea, the following measures shall be 
promoted: 

 
• Infrastructure development in ports, notably including development of infrastructure 

for direct land and sea access, hinterland connections, development in port facilities, 
freight terminals, logistic platforms and freight villages which are associated to the 
port operations. Development of ice-breaking capabilities. Development of Maritime 
ICT systems and services addressing logistics management systems in ports, safety 
and security as well as administrative and customs procedures. 

 
• The promotion of "wider benefits" of the MoS development, not linked to specific 

geographic areas or ports, such as services and actions to support the mobility of 
persons and goods, improvement of environmental performance, icebreaking and year 
round navigability, surveying and dredging operations, infrastructure development in 
ports, notably including alternative fuelling facilities as well as optimisation of 
processes, procedures and the human element, ICT platforms and information systems 
including traffic management and electronic reporting systems. In this context, actions 
aiming at the facilitation of maritime freight transport with neighbouring countries 
hence fostering international trade can be supported. 

 
• Development of sea-based transport services which are open, integrated in door-to- 

door logistic chains and concentrate flows of freight on viable, regular, frequent, high- 
quality and reliable Short Sea Shipping links. The actions to further develop and 
promote motorways of the sea transport services will, inter alia, focus on fostering 
horizontal actions which will contribute to upgrade maritime services in a harmonised 
and interoperable manner, duly taking into account the global nature of maritime 
transport and its role as a link between intra-European trade and international trade. 

 



• Development of enabling elements which will promote a better integration of maritime 
transport and increased interoperability, such as: 

 
- Maritime port access and basic infrastructure: actions aiming at reducing bottlenecks in 

maritime transport and multimodal routes, providing safer, more secure and more 
environmentally-friendly maritime transport services. This includes the equipment 
necessary to reduce the environmental impact of maritime transport and the quality 
and capacity of passenger services; 

 
- Connections to other transport modes (including to dry ports): rail, inland waterway 

connections or road if other hinterland connections are not an option with 
adequate capacity and efficiency; 

 
- ICT applications, in particular e-Maritime Single Window and VTMIS applications. 

Single Windows shall fully comply with the regulatory and technical specifications 
developed by the Commission (Directives 2010/65/EU and 
2002/59/EC). 

 
• A priority will be given to implementation projects, pilot projects and studies which 

contribute to addressing the environmental challenges faced by the Maritime sector, in 
particular in view of the forthcoming requirements with respect to the implementation 
of the requirements of Annex VI of the IMO MARPOL Convention and of Directive 
2012/33/EU. This will include in particular: 

 
- Actions supporting the deployment of alternative fuels and emission abatement 

technologies, including the use of shore-side electricity and energy efficiency 
measures, fall under this category. 

 
- Actions supporting the development of reception facilities for oil and other waste, 

including residues from scrubbers. 
 

- Studies and deployment of alternative fuel infrastructure, in particular but not 
limited to LNG, either through publicly accessible fixed or mobile (including trucks 
and barges) refuelling points and related infrastructure 

- Upgrades of vessels used on existing services and existing or new motorways of the 
sea links, but limited to the additional efforts for environmental upgrades 

- Other publicly accessible auxiliary facilities and infrastructures supporting sustainable 
shipping, such as waste reception facilities at ports 

 


