
ANNEX 5:  

PRIORITY "FREIGHT TRANSPORT SERVICES" 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.2.2 of the Annual Work 

Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_servic

es.pdf  

  

The general objective is to stimulate and deploy innovative, efficient and sustainable freight 

transport services which bring freight flows in or out of the core network corridors, using the 

infrastructure of the core and comprehensive network
1
. The projects should aim at least at two 

or more of the following goals:  

 

1. Achieve a better integration between transport modes, thus improving efficiency of 

freight transport operations and reducing associated external costs, 

2. Enable optimal choices for operators and customers to make the transport system 

more balanced between modes with a view to increasing the use of the most energy-

efficient transport solutions, 

3. Improve efficiency of processes within the supply chains, enhancing asset 

utilisation and infrastructure capacity and establishing trusted cooperation between 

transport stakeholders, 

4. Address inefficiencies or improvements within single modes of transport solutions. 

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority will concern works representing regular 

transport services and logistics concepts in the market place.  

 

The following types of proposed Actions will be funded under this Priority:  

 

 Investments in infrastructure, superstructures and equipment (including on-board 

equipment) enhancing the efficiency of freight transport operations services and 

optimising the use of the transport infrastructure by shifting cargo to more sustainable 

modes. General, sustainable schemes aiming at partly reimbursing the cost of modal 

shift incurred by trucks (eco-bonus) are also admissible under this type of actions.  

 Investments aiming at increasing efficiency of multimodal services. These projects 

should be presented by applicants who plan to upgrade the existing multimodal 

services in view of improving their reliability and efficiency in terms of time, quality 

and environmental impacts as well as enhancing integration between the modes. 

 Optimisation of logistical management systems and tools including the improvement 

of the internal organisation and integration of the supply chains, automation and 

optimisation of logistics processes, investments in know-how, re-engineering, 

restructuring and consolidating of cargo flows.  

 Collaborative approaches to logistics aimed at cargo bundling, creating synergies and 

clustering of the services including the use of independent (neutral) trustees and 

intelligent management/organisational solutions. 

                                                           
1
  In practical terms it means that at least part of the supply chain being the subject of the project should be 

linked to core network corridors. 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_services.pdf
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_services.pdf


 Traffic avoidance and other concepts improving the efficiency of supply chains and 

the use of infrastructure capacity, including innovative actions for last mile operations 

and customised logistics services, new solutions for loading and transporting goods, 

optimising product/package volumes, transport time reduction,  

 Small-scale technical improvements increasing the efficiency of the transport 

operations and use of infrastructure capacity: use of technical solutions already 

available on the market leading to reducing emissions, energy use and fuel 

consumption of vehicles/vessels (e.g. vehicle traction control systems, such as 

equipment for remote control of locomotives in freight trains with distributed power, 

IT support tools, calibration of vehicle routing and scheduling, aerodynamic tools, 

speed management systems, automatic couplings in wagons). 

 Operational practices improving efficiency and quality of transportation, focused on 

reducing emissions, energy use and fuel consumption of vehicles/vessels. Such 

projects may involve eco-driving/eco-steaming and other specific processes leading to 

efficiency gains. 

 

The envisaged transportation route, the logistic chain or the service being the subject of the 

action must involve the territory of at least two EU Member States. 

 

The funding will include support for small scale ancillary infrastructure, superstructures and 

equipment (including on-board equipment). The infrastructure, superstructures and equipment 

should be directly linked to the operations proposed in the action. The amount of support for 

ancillary infrastructure should not be higher than 20% of the eligible costs of each project. 

Large-scale infrastructure, research or study projects are not eligible. 

 

The applicants should clearly demonstrate that EU support will not lead to a distortion of 

competition in the freight service market.  

 

European Union financial assistance must not be used to support business or production 
activities which bear no direct relation to logistics, transport or distribution, and should not 

adversely affect production output or workforce. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming at deployment of new technologies and services based on the use of 

alternative fuels shall be submitted either to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network"
2
 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Priority 2 , or to Priority "Development of new technologies and innovation other 

than those covered by the Multi-annual Work Programme"
3
 of this annual transport call for 

proposals Funding Objective 2. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport and simplification of use of this 

information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and innovation 

in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative technologies for 

the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, multimodality and 

                                                           
2  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
3  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Annual Work Programme 



efficiency of the network"
4
 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 

2. 

                                                           
4  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 


