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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 
The Action relates to the first phase of the Project of Common Interest 5.4 “3rd Interconnection Point between Portugal 
and Spain”, which aims to connect both gas systems between Celorico da Beira (Portugal) and Zamora (Spain). The 
Action included six activities and the necessary studies to obtain the project permit, in order to develop the construction 
of the Celorico-Vale de Frades pipeline. It covers the environmental studies, cartographic surveys and engineering 
studies (Basic and Detailed Design), aimed at providing input for the project permitting (Environmental Impact 
Declaration and construction and operation permit, through a Public Interest Declaration), materials and equipment 
procurement and supply and construction contracting and execution.  
 
The Action started on 22/07/2015 and was terminated on 31/03/2018. During this period, activities related to the 
Cartography Studies, Engineering Studies and Environmental Impact Study were performed. The basic Cartography 
Surveys included the photogrammetric flight, planimetrics and altimetrics position of support points and preparation of 
orthophoto pixel, in order to identify potential corridors to define alternative routes for the pipeline. The final deliverable 
from this activity was a report containing a set of technical documentation as a result of the steps describe above.  
 
The Engineering Studies corresponded to the identification of the corridors and pipeline alternative routes, and the 
preparation of the design studies, maps and plans, in accordance with the environmental and topographical studies. The 
final derivable of this activity was a technical report including the description of the alignment alternatives and location 
classes, with the calculation and verification of diameters, pipe thickness and pressure drops, and a description of the 
main equipment and systems, including stations and delivery points.  
 
As part of the Environmental Impact Study and the basic studies, the environmental assessment of the alternative 
corridors and stations sites was selected. With the completion of the Environmental Impact Study, the Cartography and 
Engineering Studies, REN started the permitting process with the Portuguese Competent Authority (Direção Geral de 
Energia e Geologia).  This process concluded with the issuing of the Environmental Impact Declaration, however with an 
unfavorable decision on the proposed pipeline route. As a result, different alternatives for the pipeline route have to be 
studied in the future, while keeping the same interconnection point with Spain (Vale de Frades/ Fuentes de Onoro). 

 
 

 
 
This executive summary has been produced by the beneficiary of the Action co-financed under CEF. It aims 
to sum-up the main results achieved during the Action implementation period. The European 
Commission/Agency do not guarantee the authenticity, accuracy nor completeness of the information given 
therein, nor do they accept responsibility for any use made thereof. In any circumstances, this executive 

summary should not bind the European Commission/Agency nor the beneficiary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


