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CEF TELECOM – 2017-3 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Public Open Data – version 28 June 2017 
 

 
1. What is the difference between this call and the 2016-2 Public Open Data call?  
 
The main differences between this year's call and the 2016-2 Public Open Data call are as follows: 
 

 The objective of the 2017-1 call is to use high-performance computing (HPC) to analyse 

and exploit large and complex public datasets. The overall goal will be to demonstrate the 

added value of this combination that should result in better services for citizens and public 
administrations. 

 There is no longer a minimum consortium requirement. 
 
All applicants – and especially for those applicants who previously applied under past Public Open 
Data calls – should thoroughly read the call text, as the overall structure and format of the call text 

itself is slightly different since the 2016-2 call. 
 
 
2. How important is the use of HPC resources to achieve the goals of the proposed 
Action? 
 
This call is focused on the use of HPC as a critical factor to exploit the large amount of public data 

available. The call clearly requires that proposals demonstrate the need of using supercomputing 
resources to achieve the stated goals, and the availability and the access to such resources (with 

an estimation of the required level of the necessary HPC resources).  
 

 
3. Could you clarify with examples what kind of work will be funded under this call? 
 
The objectives of the call are listed in section 2 of the call text. In addition, note that this call – and 
the CEF programme in general - is not aiming to fund research and innovation and/or pilots, but 

the implementation of mature actions. The application areas are not pre-determined (some non-
exclusive examples on possible services are given in section 2.1 of the call text), and the overall 
goal is to make better use of public data for citizens, supporting a more optimal use of resources 
for economic actors and help public authorities in fact-based decision making 
 

 
4. How many applications/projects are intended to be supported under this call? 

 
As noted in section 4 of the call text, funding with be limited to a maximum of €2.5 million per 
action. Keep in mind that the overall budget of this call is €6 million, and the total number of 
projects which will be co-funded depends on the actual amount of co-funding they are requesting.  
 
 
5. My proposal will offer a service to be sold on the market. Is there any ceiling on the 

fees for services derived from CEF actions? 
 
In accordance with Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall not have the purpose or 
effect of producing a profit within the framework of the action.1 The rules governing the profit 
stemming from funded actions are laid out in Art. II.25.3 of the model grant agreement. Any profit 
made by the beneficiary (income generated by the action and/or financial contributions specifically 
assigned by the donors) would have to be declared to the Agency when submitting the Payment of 

                                                           
1 In the meaning of Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, profit is defined as a surplus of the receipts over the 

eligible costs incurred by the beneficiary, when the request is made for payment of the balance. 
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the Balance request. Note that where the final amount of the grant would result in a profit for one 

or more beneficiaries, the profit will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of 
the actual eligible costs of the action approved by the Agency for the relevant categories of costs. 
 
 
6. The call text refers to a mandatory compliance testing for the actions selected under 
this call. What does the testing include?  

 
At the end of the funded actions, a validation milestone will be included to verify the compliance 

with the Metadata Quality Assurance (MQA) tool for datasets. Relevant datasets (including 
metadata) resulting from the action will have to be published on a national portal or catalogue that 
is harvested by the European Data Portal, under which the MQA can be performed, and confirmed 
in the final report submitted to INEA. In case this will not be possible (e.g. datasets cannot be 
published on a national data portal or catalogue), the verification step will be to ensure that the 
datasets are publicly available as open data. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


