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CEF TELECOM – 2017-3 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Public Open Data – version 24 November 2017 
 

 
All information in blue has been added since the previous version. 
 
 

Commonly used abbreviations in this FAQ 

 

HPC High-Performance Computing  

 
 

1. What is the difference between this call and the 2016-2 Public Open Data call?  

 
The main differences between this year's call and the 2016-2 Public Open Data call are as follows: 
 

 The objective of the 2017-1 call is to use high-performance computing (HPC) to analyse 
and exploit large and complex public datasets. The overall goal will be to demonstrate the 
added value of this combination that should result in better services for citizens and public 

administrations. 
 There is no longer a minimum consortium requirement. 

 
All applicants – and especially for those applicants who previously applied under past Public Open 
Data calls – should thoroughly read the call text, as the overall structure and format of the call text 
itself is slightly different since the 2016-2 call. 
 

 
2. How important is the use of HPC resources to achieve the goals of the proposed 

Action? 
 
This call is focused on the use of HPC as a critical factor to exploit the large amount of public data 
available. The call clearly requires that proposals demonstrate the need of using supercomputing 
resources to achieve the stated goals, and the availability and the access to such resources (with 

an estimation of the required level of the necessary HPC resources).  
 

 
3. Could you clarify with examples what kind of work will be funded under this call? 
 
The objectives of the call are listed in section 2 of the call text. In addition, note that this call – and 
the CEF programme in general - is not aiming to fund research and innovation and/or pilots, but 
the implementation of mature actions. The application areas are not pre-determined (some non-
exclusive examples on possible services are given in section 2.1 of the call text), and the overall 

goal is to make better use of public data for citizens, supporting a more optimal use of resources 
for economic actors and help public authorities in fact-based decision making. 

 

 
4. How many applications/projects are intended to be supported under this call? 
 
As noted in section 4 of the call text, funding will be limited to a maximum of €2.5 million per 

action. Keep in mind that the overall budget of this call is €6 million, and the total number of 
actions which will be co-funded depends on the actual amount of co-funding they are requesting.  
 
 
5. My proposal will offer a service to be sold on the market. Is there any ceiling on the 
fees for services derived from CEF actions? 
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In accordance with Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall not have the purpose or 

effect of producing a profit within the framework of the action.1 The rules governing the profit 
stemming from funded actions are laid out in Art. II.25.3 of the model grant agreement. Any profit 
made by the beneficiary (income generated by the action and/or financial contributions specifically 
assigned by the donors) would have to be declared to the Agency when submitting the Payment of 
the Balance request. Note that where the final amount of the grant would result in a profit for one 
or more beneficiaries, the profit will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of 
the actual eligible costs of the action approved by the Agency for the relevant categories of costs. 

 
 
6. The call text refers to a mandatory compliance testing for the actions selected under 
this call. What does the testing include?  

 
At the end of the funded actions, a validation milestone will be included to verify the compliance 
with the Metadata Quality Assurance (MQA) tool for datasets. This means that relevant datasets 

(including metadata) resulting from the action will have to be published on a national portal or 
catalogue that is harvested by the European Data Portal2, under which the MQA can be performed, 

and confirmed in the final report submitted to INEA. In case this will not be possible (e.g. datasets 
cannot be published on a national data portal or catalogue), the verification step will be to ensure 
that the datasets are publicly available as open data. 
 
 

7. Section 2.1 of the call text indicates that “Proposals must address all of the following: 

- (…) 

- ensure  that relevant  datasets  (including  metadata)  resulting  from  the  
action  are  published on  a  national  portal  or  catalogue  that  is  harvested  by  
the  European Data  Portal."   

Our organisation's dataset generated by the HPC simulations is part of our business 
model and thus, we have some concerns in regards to publishing the dataset on an open 

portal. For the purposes of the call, could we publish just the metadata describing the 
dataset in an open portal?   

As indicated in the Work Programme, one of the overall goals of the Public Open Data DSI is to 
improve the access to public sector information and stimulate the re-use of open data. Publishing 

only the metadata does not make the dataset usable and open. The call text, in section 2.1, 
explicitly calls for the publication of relevant datasets in a national portal or catalogue that is 
harvested by the European Data Portal (except in exceptional circumstances, in which applicants 
nevertheless should ensure that the data is made openly available elsewhere).  
 
Please note however that the call does not require that all the resulting datasets must be published 
as open data, but only the relevant ones. You may consider whether you can still publish relevant 

data and accompanying metadata while satisfying your concerns. In this case, the proposal must 
specify which of the resulting datasets are considered to be "relevant" and therefore published as 
open data. 
 

 
8. Should the data we use in our proposed Action be open? Should it be European in 

nature? 
 
As indicated in the Work Programme and section 2.1 of the call text, proposed actions should aim 
to address the issue of scalable exploitation of the massive amount of public data available and 
accessible notably through the European Data Portal. This does not mean that all the input data 
that you use should be open or accessible through the Portal. You may consider how you can 

combine open and non-open data to achieve your objectives.  

                                                           
1 In the meaning of Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, profit is defined as a surplus of the receipts over the 

eligible costs incurred by the beneficiary, when the request is made for payment of the balance. 
2 http://data.europa.eu/europeandataportal 
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In terms of the European nature of the data, the call text does not explicitly require that all input 
data must be European. However, proposals should demonstrate their contributions to the overall 
objectives of the CEF Telecom programme, and in particular to the European policies mentioned in 
the Work Programme and the call itself, e.g. in relation to the re-use of data available through the 
European Data Portal or other national portals. 
 
 

9. Does our proposed Action have to enable the use of the final data on a European 
portal? 

 
Note that the call does not require that all the final data is used on the European Data Portal, but it 
is required that relevant datasets (including metadata) resulting from the action are published on a 

national portal or catalogue that is harvested by the European Data Portal (see section 2.1 of the 
call text). If such publication on a national portal or catalogue is not possible, applicants must duly 
justify the reasons why, and ensure that the relevant datasets (including metadata) resulting from 
the action will be made publicly available as open data. See also Q7 above. 

 
 

10. Should proposals cover issues related to data privacy and security? 
 
Indeed, under the award criterion 'Quality and efficiency of the implementation', the proposals will 
be evaluated as to how the aspects of privacy and security will be addressed during the action e.g. 
with respect to data collection, data processing and data storage. See section 8 of the call text for 
an overview of the award criteria and their significance. 
 

 
11. We understand that one of the mandatory project requirements is exploitation of the 
massive amount of public and open data by associating datasets from e.g. public 
organizations, sectors and countries with HPC capacity. Some public bodies are currently 
using mature services for processing static data and converting it into standardized Open 
Data sets. Would the call cover activities linked to its extension, such as including the 
existing video streams from security cameras and, in real-time, the conversion of the 

unstructured video data into structured datasets? If so, would the costs of the 

subcontracting and installation of the hardware needed for this purpose (new cameras, 
software components for object recognition, etc.) be considered as eligible? 
 
The purpose of this call is to support actions that will provide services that demonstrate the need 
and the value of combining public data and supercomputing resources for existing or future public 

services. In addition to demonstrating the availability, access, and the need of using 
supercomputing resources to achieve the stated goals, the proposed actions must identify the 
service provided and a clear set of cases including the targeted application area and/or cross-areas 
– please note that the call is open to any area of public interest. Keeping these requirements in 
mind, the extension of existing services which will lead to provision of new services could in 
principle be covered by the call. Further requirements on the input and output data (i.e. uploading 
in national/European Open Data portals, conformity to standards) can be found in section 2.1 of 

the call text.  

Please note that equipment costs, such as IT hardware, would be considered as eligible costs 
provided that they meet the general conditions of the eligibility costs as laid down in Article II.19 of 

the model grant agreement. In addition to Article II.19, see section 11 of the General FAQ for more 

information about eligible costs.  
 
 
12. Would the call cover activities for an electronic platform which connects the multiple 
systems operated by a variety of organisations that make up a seaport, airport or inland 
port community? 

The purpose of this call is to support actions that will provide services that demonstrate the need 
and the value of combining public data and High Performance Computing (HPC) resources for 
existing or future public services. Actions need to demonstrate the availability, access, and 
the need of using supercomputing (HPC) resources to achieve the stated goals. In 
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addition, the proposed actions must identify the service provided and a clear set of cases including 

the targeted application area and/or cross-areas. Assuming that these requirements are met, note 
that the call is open to any area of public interest, so the set-up of a service based on such an 
electronic platform could in principle be covered by the call. Further requirements on the input and 
output data (i.e. uploading in national/European Open Data portals, conformity to standards) can 
be found in section 2.1 of the call text. 
 
 

13. Would the purchase of supercomputers be considered as an eligible cost covered by 
the call or do we as applicants have to find and use existing supercomputing 
infrastructures? 
 
No, the purchase of supercomputers is not an eligible cost under this call. This call is focused on 
the use of HPC as a critical factor to exploit the large amount of public data available for existing or 

future services. As such, the purchase of supercomputers is not the focus of the call. This is also 
reflected in the funding available, as is indicated in section 4 of the call text, which will be limited 
to a maximum of €2.5 million per action. 
 


