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CEF TELECOM – 2017-3 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

eInvoicing – version 29 August 2017 
 

 
All information marked in blue has been added since the previous FAQ version. 
 
 
1. What is the difference between this call and the 2016-3 eInvoicing call?  

The main differences between this year's call and the 2016-3 eInvoicing call is as follows: 

 

 The minimum consortium requirement is two entities, not four as in last year's call. 

 The e-SENS AS2 Profile is no longer supported under this call 

 Applicants that have already benefitted from the funding under previous CEF eInvoicing 
and/or eDelivery calls are requested to explicitly indicate how their proposed Action differs 
from the previous one(s) 

All applicants – and especially for those applicants who previously applied under past eInvoicing 

calls – should thoroughly read the call text, as the overall structure and format of the call text itself 
is slightly different since the 2016-2 call. 

 

2. Where can we find a copy of the future European Standard (EN) on electronic 
invoicing? 

Once finalised, the standard will be made available by the CEN (European Committee for 
Standardisation) or the national standardisation bodies. Each national standardisation body applies 

its own conditions on how it makes the information available, so applicants should check with their 
relevant national standardisation body.  

 

3. Should we wait until the EN is available before starting implementation of our 
proposed Action? 

It is not mandatory to wait until the EN is published by the European Commission. The standard 

was already made available by CEN. Applicants are invited to contact their national standardisation 
bodies for more information on how to obtain it.  

 

4. Would the cost of accessing the relevant CEN documents be considered as an eligible 
cost? 

Yes, this can be considered as an eligible cost, provided it meets the general conditions for 
eligibility of costs as outlined in Article II.19 of the model grant agreement. 

 

5. As explained in Q4 above, the acquisition of relevant CEN documents are eligible costs. 
However since the EN is not yet fully published, how can we estimate the costs of the 
standard for the project budget? Is it possible to add and include (surplus) costs at a 
later stage when the EN will be published, since these will most likely happen during the 
time of project implementation? Will an amendment to the grant agreement be required 
or another kind of procedure? 

Applicants are invited to contact their national standardisation bodies for more information on the 
costs of the standard as this information should be available by the time of the call deadline of 28 

November. The grant will be awarded based on the information (including budget estimation) 
provided in the proposal. Therefore, it will not be possible to include any additional costs if at a 
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later stage it turns out that those costs were not correctly reflected in the initial proposal.  

However, if the proposal is selected for funding, it should be possible to shift the budget between 
different cost categories during the grant agreement preparation and/or during the action 
implementation.  

 

6. Section 2.1 of the call text states that applications must support one of the two 
activities: 1. Uptake of eInvoicing solutions compliant with the EN and its ancillary 
deliverables by public entities; 2. Update of existing eInvoicing solutions compliant with 

the EN and its ancillary deliverables by solution providers and public authorities. Can a 
proposal consist of the implementation of tasks related to both of these activities? 

A proposal can address either one or both of these activities – and include the eDelivery 
component in addition. (Please note that support for the integration of the eDelivery component 
will only be awarded if carried out in conjunction with activities 1 and/or 2, i.e. not as a stand-
alone proposal.) See the call text for more information. 

 

7. Do the projects have to verify compliance with the eInvoicing standard? 

Yes. Each project will be subject to the validation by the CEF eInvoicing Core Service platform. The 
eInvoicing Core Service platform offers a test infrastructure that will allow solution providers and 
public administrations to check the compliance of their existing eInvoicing solutions with the 
syntaxes of the eInvoicing standard, i.e. ISO/IEC 19845:2015 (UBL 2.1) and UN/CEFACT CII. The 
goal of the CEF eInvoicing Conformance Testing service is to verify that an implementation based 

on the eInvoicing specifications is indeed in conformity with these specifications. More information 
on the conformance testing for eInvoicing projects can be found here: 
https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/eInvoicing+Conformance+testing 

For eInvoicing projects deploying eDelivery, these will need to pass the conformance and/or 
connectivity tests provided by the eDelivery Core service platform. More information on both tests 
can be found on CEF Digital website: 

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/All+CEF+eDelivery+services. 

 

8. One of the three activities supported under the eInvoicing call involves either the 
deployment of the eDelivery Building Block or the use of eDelivery through a service 
provider.  Does this call support service providers in setting up an Access Point 
implementing the AS2 PEPPOL profile to provide eDelivery services? 

No. The AS2 PEPPOL Profile is no longer supported under the current call. Instead, an Access Point 

must be an implementation of the e-SENS AS4 Profile.  
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