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1. SUBJECT 

 

In the context of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF Regulation)1
 and on the basis of the Annual 

Work Programme adopted in 20142
 a call for proposals is launched under Funding Objective 1 of 

removing bottlenecks, enhancing rail interoperability, bridging missing links and, in particular, 

improving cross-border sections; under Funding Objective 2 of ensuring sustainable and efficient 

transport systems in the long run, with a view to preparing for expected future transport flows, as 

well as enabling all modes of transport to be decarbonised through transition to innovative low-

carbon and energy-efficient transport technologies, while optimising safety; and under Funding 

Objective 3 of optimising the integration and interconnection of transport modes and enhancing 

                                           
1
  Regulation (EU) No 1316/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 establishing 

the Connecting Europe Facility, amending Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 and repealing Regulations (EC) No 

680/2007 and (EC) No 67/2010, OJ L 348 of 20.12.2013, p.129. 
2
  Commission Implementing Decision C(2014)1919 final of 26.03.2014.   

mailto:inea@ec.europa.eu
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/
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the interoperability of transport services, while ensuring the accessibility of transport 

infrastructures. 

 

The call addresses the following priorities: 

 

Funding Objective 1: 

 Railways, inland waterways and roads projects on the core network including connections 

to inland and maritime ports and airports, as well as the development of ports; 

 Projects on the comprehensive network (railways, inland waterways, roads, maritime and 

inland ports); and 

 Projects to connect the trans-European transport network with infrastructure networks of 

the neighbouring countries, in particular related to cross-border sections (railways, inland 

waterways, roads, maritime and inland ports). 

 

Funding Objective 2: 

 Deployment of new technologies and innovation, other than those covered by the Multi-

annual Work Programme; 

 Freight Transport Services; and 

 Actions to reduce rail freight noise, including by retrofitting of existing rolling stock. 

 

Funding Objective 3: 

 Telematic applications systems other than those covered by the Multi-annual Work 

Programme; 

 Actions for better accessibility to transport infrastructure for disabled persons; 

 Actions implementing transport infrastructure in nodes of the core network, including 

urban nodes; and 

 Connections to and development of multimodal logistics platforms. 

 

 

2. OBJECTIVES 

 

The general and the specific objectives for the priorities covered by this call as set out in sections 

3.1-3.3 of the Annual Work Programme are referred to in the Annexes to this call for proposals: 

 

 Annex 1: Priority "Railways, inland waterways and roads projects on the core network 

including connections to inland and maritime ports and airports, as well as development of 

ports"; 

 Annex 2: Priority "Projects on the comprehensive network (railways, inland waterways, 

roads, maritime and inland ports)"; 

 Annex 3: Priority  "Projects to connect the trans-European transport network with 

infrastructure networks of the neighbouring countries, in particular related to cross-border 

sections (railways, inland waterways, roads, maritime and inland ports)"; 

 Annex 4: Priority "Deployment of new technologies and innovation, other than those 

covered by the Multi-annual Work Programme"; 

 Annex 5: Priority "Freight Transport Services"; 

 Annex 6: Priority "Actions to reduce rail freight noise, including by retrofitting of existing 

rolling stock"; 

 Annex 7: Priority "Telematic applications systems other than those covered by the Multi-
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annual Work Programme"; 

 Annex 8: Priority "Actions for better accessibility to transport infrastructure for disabled 

persons"; 

 Annex 9: Priority "Actions implementing transport infrastructure in core network nodes, 

including urban nodes"; and 

 Annex 10: Priority "Connections to and development of multimodal logistics platforms". 

 

A proposal submitted to this call must address either works or studies (including studies with pilot 

activities
3
) within the meaning of Article 2(5) and (6) of the CEF Regulation. Proposals may 

combine studies and works as long as the respective activities and related budget are clearly 

defined and separated. However, it is strongly recommended that the works activities do not 

depend on the execution/completion of study activities within the same action. Research actions 

will not be financed under this call for proposals. 

 

Pilot activities of a study supporting the deployment of any type of infrastructure or technology 

that would be defined as works under any priority of the Work Programme in line with Article 

2(5) of the CEF Regulation and do not fall under at least one of the two objectives of pilot 

activities as defined in footnote 3 will not be supported under this type of action.  

 

Pilot activities of a study supporting the deployment of a commercial network do not fall under 

the scope of the CEF Regulation and will therefore not be supported. Similarly only a limited 

number of studies with pilot activities will be supported to achieve a critical mass in a given 

area/sector. 

 

If a study includes pilot activities, a detailed analysis of the data and lessons learned in terms of 

long term feasibility, including the feasibility of wider deployment of innovative activities being 

proposed
4
, has to be foreseen by the proposed Action. In particular key performance indicators, to 

be defined in advance, should allow estimation of the positive impacts of the pilot activities of the 

study on the relevant specific sector objectives as laid down in Article 4 of the CEF Regulation, 

depending on the nature of the proposed Action. Comprehensive measures must be foreseen to 

disseminate the results of pilot activities.  

 

Increasing the opportunities for private investment to support TEN-T projects is an overarching 

objective of the Connecting Europe Facility in the transport sector. Applicants are reminded to 

take due account of possibilities to increase the use of private finance, e.g. project bonds or 

public-private partnerships (PPPs). This should be demonstrated in the application.  

                                           
3  In addition to Article 2(6) of the CEF Regulation, studies may include pilot activities that will serve at least one of 

the following objectives:  

 to develop, improve or adapt a new technology or an innovative solution and implement it in order to test its 

feasibility and suitability as well as its added value before deploying it on a larger scale. 

 to deploy an existing technology, infrastructure or service (i.e. already in use elsewhere but new to a 

particular sector, system or geographical area) in order to gain experience and/or create market conditions for 

deployment on a larger scale. 

The pilot activities of a study may include the deployment of a certain type of infrastructure or technology but on 

a limited scale and at a reasonable price and with the objective of testing and validating the viability of the 

innovative actions proposed for future scale up and roll out.  

Pilot activities of a study should be of an experimental nature and designed to test the feasibility of an innovative 

Action and its usefulness for future large scale implementation. They should not be associated with research 

activities that are not eligible under this type of action. 
4  Where such feasibility study has already been carried out, its outcomes should be described in the proposal. 
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Proposals for technical, financial and legal studies to develop a PPP or other project finance 

model designed to attract private finance, should seek to: 

 

 define value for money of the PPP procurement versus traditional procurement through a 

full life cycle assessment; 

 assess which risks are most appropriate for transfer to the private sector, with particular 

attention to financing risks;                                      

 analyse options for both bank and capital markets financing, including in particular the use 

of EU financial instruments, especially in the case of projects with weak financial 

viability; 

 identify any replicability and standardisation of elements particularly in the procurement 

procedures and documentation e.g. form of public-private contract, that could support the 

development of a 'PPP project pipeline' within an overall investment plan. 

 

Proposals for studies involving PPP project preparation and proposals for works in the context of 

a PPP procurement procedure should be submitted under the Priority that is most relevant to the 

content and nature of the underlying TEN-T investment(s). 

 

Where applicable, as part of a broader project of common interest, actions may include activities 

for the adaptation of TEN-T infrastructure to ensure the continuity of bicycle infrastructure for 

long-distance cycling paths such as the EuroVelo routes. These activities may include relevant 

adaptation of traffic signaling systems or the addition of infrastructure dedicated to cyclists and 

pedestrians, such as tunnels, bypasses, bridges, aerial cycling and walkways and protected cycling 

paths. They may cover activities extending along TEN-T routes or at crossings between TEN-T 

routes and long-distance cycling paths. 

 

In combination with other works activities, in particular for railway stations and transport chains, 

e.g. accessible multi-modal terminals, the scope of the proposed Actions may include activities for 

improved accessibility to transport infrastructure for persons with disabilities and persons with 

reduced mobility according to Article 10 (2)(b)(v) of the CEF Regulation 1316/2013. However, 

the costs of these activities may in any case not exceed 10 % of the total eligible cost of works of 

the proposed Action.  

 

 

3. INDICATIVE BUDGET 

 

The indicative amounts to be allocated on the basis of this call for proposals for projects of 

common interest in these specified areas are: 

 

FUNDING OBJECTIVE 1 (total amount of EUR 765,000,000): REMOVING BOTTLENECKS 

AND BRIDGING MISSING LINKS 

 EUR 475,000,000 for railways, inland waterways and road projects on the core network 

including connections to inland and maritime ports and airports, as well as the 

development of ports; 

 

 EUR 250,000,000 for projects on the comprehensive network (railways, inland waterways, 

roads, maritime and inland ports); 
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 EUR 40,000,000 for projects to connect the trans-European transport network with 

infrastructure networks of the neighbouring countries, in particular related to cross-border 

sections (railways, inland waterways, roads, maritime and inland ports); 

 

FUNDING OBJECTIVE 2 (total amount of EUR 65,000,000): ENSURING SUSTAINABLE 

AND EFFICIENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS 

 EUR 20,000,000 for deployment of new technologies and innovation, other than those 

covered by the Multi-annual Work Programme; 

 

 EUR 25,000,000 for freight transport services;  

 

 EUR 20,000,000 for actions to reduce rail freight noise, including by retrofitting of 

existing rolling stock; 

 

FUNDING OBJECTIVE 3 (total amount of EUR 100,000,000): OPTIMISING THE 

INTEGRATION AND INTERCONNECTION OF TRANSPORT MODES 

 EUR 55,000,000 for telematic applications systems other than those covered by the Multi-

annual Work Programme; 

 

 EUR 10,000,000 for actions for better accessibility to transport infrastructure for disabled 

persons;  

 

 EUR 25,000,000 for actions implementing transport infrastructure in core network nodes, 

including urban nodes; and 

 

 EUR 10,000,000 for connections to and development of multimodal logistics platforms.  

 

Budget transfers to and from other priorities within the same funding objective under the 2014 

Annual Work Programme are permitted. 

 

4. TIMETABLE 
 

Date of publication of call for proposals 11 September 2014 

Deadline for the submission of proposals 26 February 2015 (17:00 Brussels 

time for electronic submission) 

 

Deadline for the submission of translations (if 

applicable) 

5 March 2015 

Evaluation of proposals March-April 2015 (indicative) 

 

Consultation of CEF Coordination 

Committee; execution of scrutiny right by 

European Parliament 

 

June 2015 (indicative) 

 

Adoption of Selection Decision July 2015 (indicative) 

Signature of individual grant Agreements As from September 2015 

(indicative) 
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5. EXPECTED RESULTS FROM THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

The results expected under this call are defined in Section 4 of the Annex to the 2014 Annual 

Work Programme. 

 

 

6. PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS 

 

Practical information on this call for proposals and the evaluation process is detailed in the Guide 

for Applicants, which is available together with other relevant documents such as the application 

form, the model grant agreement for the granting of financial aid, the 2014 Annual Work 

Programme, the CEF Regulation and the TEN-T Guidelines
5
 on the website of the Innovation and 

Networks Executive Agency (INEA): 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-

call.htm. 

 

Applicants are invited to carefully read all call related documents, including the instructions given 

in the Guide for Applicants and other guidance documents and information.  
 

6.1 Application forms 

Proposals must be submitted using the application forms provided on the INEA website at the 

following link:  

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-

call.htm 

 

Proposals in their paper version must be signed by the applicant or his duly authorized 

representative and must be perfectly legible so that there can be no doubt as to words and figures. 

 

The applicant(s) specified in the application form part A will automatically be considered as the 

beneficiary(ies) if the proposal is selected for funding. If applicants designate affiliated entities 

within the meaning of Article 122 of the Financial Regulation
6
 to support the implementation of 

the submitted action, they must encode in the application form Part A the details of these affiliated 

entities, and provide the related supporting documents as required.  

 

Applicants must indicate in Application form Part A to which Priority their proposal is submitted. 

Proposals that include elements of more than one Priority must be submitted in the Priority to 

which their content has the highest comparative relevance. In this respect, it is the responsibility 

of the applicant(s) to assess which Priority is better served by the content and nature of the 

proposal. 

 

                                           
5  Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on Union 

guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network and repealing Decision No 661/2010/EU, 

OJ L 348 of 20.12.2013, p.1. 
6  Regulation (EU, EURATOM) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2013 on 

the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) 

No 1605/2002, OJ L 298 of 26.10.2012, p.1 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
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Proposals will be evaluated in line with the Priority to which they have been submitted. However, 

the Commission services reserve the right to re-attribute a proposal, received under this call, to 

another Priority under the 2014 annual or multi-annual call for proposals, if the proposal is more 

relevant to the Priority to which it will be transferred. In all cases, such transfer is only allowed 

during the evaluation of proposals and subject to written agreement of the applicant(s). 

 

6.2 Submission of proposals 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their applications in the English language as the 

evaluation of proposals is entirely conducted in English. Applicants also have the possibility to 

submit their proposal in another language together with an English translation. The latter will be 

used for the external evaluation.  

6.2.1 Electronic submission 
 

Proposals must be submitted electronically using the TENtec eSubmission module. The electronic 

submission of all parts of a proposal must be completed at the latest on 26 February 2015 at 17:00 

Brussels time (see also section 7 on admissibility conditions). 

Application form A is automatically generated by the eSubmission module. Application forms B, 

C and D need to be downloaded from the call website 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-

call.htm and duly filled in. Once final they must be attached to Application Form A (via the 

TENtec eSubmission module). The same applies to any annexes accompanying the proposal. Part 

D of a proposal may not exceed 40 pages. 

 

Applicants must be able to provide the original documents and send them to the Commission 

services upon request.  

 

6.2.2 Paper submission 
 

A paper version of the application form A and its annexes (one original, signed and stamped 

where applicable) must be submitted no later than 26 February 2015. 

 

The paper application must be sent either by registered post, by courier service, or by hand 

delivery (in person or by any party representing the applicant) to the following address: 

 

European Commission – Innovation and Networks Executive Agency 

CEF Transport 2014 AP Call 

W910 - 01/38 

Avenue du Bourget, 1 

1140 Brussels (Evere) 

Belgium 

 

For deliveries made in person, delivery will be confirmed by a receipt dated and signed by an 

official from the Commission's Central Mail Department who accepts delivery of the documents. 

The Central Mail Service is open from 7h00 to 17h30 Monday to Fridays and closed on 

Saturdays, Sundays and Commission holidays. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/cef/cef_transport/apply_for_funding/2014-cef-transport-annual-call.htm
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For deliveries by registered post or by courier service, the valid date of sending will be the 

postmark or the dispatch date as evidenced on the courier's delivery note or the dispatch receipt. 

 

Applicants must retain the proof of the date of sending or hand delivery and be able to present it 

upon request. 

 

The paper version of the full proposal must be placed inside two sealed envelopes, one inside the 

other. The inner envelope must bear the indication: 

 

CEF Transport 

AP Call for proposals 2014 

INEA 

- Not to be opened by the Postal Service of the Internal Mail Department – 

 

 

7. COMMUNICATION ON THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS  

 

Further information or clarifications concerning this call for proposals will be published on the 

INEA website. Applicants are invited to regularly consult this website until the deadline for 

submission of proposals. 

 

Any additional specific questions related to this call may be addressed to the helpdesk email: 

INEA-CEF-transport-calls-2014@ec.europa.eu .  

 

The answers to questions submitted will be published in the FAQ list on the INEA website, in 

order to ensure equal treatment of all potential applicants. Questions which are specific to a 

particular proposal and where the answer would provide a comparative advantage to the applicant 

will not be answered. Applications must not be sent to the helpdesk email address. 

  

 

8. ADMISSIBILITY CONDITIONS 
 

A proposal will not be evaluated if at least one of the following situations occurs:  

  

 It is not submitted electronically in the TENtec Information System eSubmission module. 

 It is submitted after the deadline for submission of proposals (see sections 4 'Timetable' 

and 6.2 'Submission of proposals').  

 The proposal is incomplete, i.e. any form A, B, C or D is missing.  

 The proposal is not duly signed by the applicant(s).  

In this respect, proposals or part(s) of proposals submitted by email only will not be accepted. 

 

 

mailto:INEA-CEF-transport-calls-2014@ec.europa.eu
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9. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 

9.1 Eligible applicants 

Pursuant to Article 9 of the CEF Regulation, only those proposals submitted by one of the 

following types of applicants are eligible: 

 One or more Member States; 

 With the agreement of the Member States concerned, international organisations, joint 

undertakings, or public or private undertakings or bodies established in Member States; 

Proposals may be submitted by entities which do not have legal personality under the applicable 

national law, provided that their representatives have the capacity to undertake legal obligations 

on their behalf and offer guarantee for the protection of the Union's financial interests equivalent 

to that offered by legal persons. 

  

Proposals submitted by natural persons are not be eligible. 

 

Any applicant that cannot provide the agreement of the Member State concerned shall not be 

eligible. 

 

Where necessary to achieve the objectives of a given project of common interest and where duly 

motivated, third countries and entities established in third countries may participate in actions 

contributing to the projects of common interest. They may not receive funding under this call for 

proposals except where it is indispensable to achieve the objectives of a given project of common 

interest. 

  

In such cases, pursuant to Article 8(1) of the TEN-T guidelines and as further specified in section 

6.1 of the 2014 Annual Work Programme, applications may also be presented by neighbouring 

countries or entities established in neighbouring countries, with the agreement of a Member State 

concerned by the proposed Action. 

 

Applicants may designate affiliated entities within the meaning of Article 122(2)(b) of the 

Financial Regulation, for the purpose of supporting the implementation of the action submitted for 

funding. Such affiliated entities shall comply with the eligibility criteria for applicants as specified 

in Section 6.1 of the 2014 Multi-annual Work Programme. 

 

For multi-applicant proposals a coordinator must be designated.  

 

Exclusion criteria 

In line with Article 106 of the Financial Regulation and Article 141 of the Rules of Application
7
, 

applicants will be excluded from participating in the call for proposals procedure if they are in any 

of the following situations: 

i. they are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the courts, 

have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business activities, are 

the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any analogous situation 

                                           
7  Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 of 29 October 2012, OJ L 362, 31.12.2012, p. 1. 
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arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations; 

ii. they or persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control over them 

have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a judgment of 

a competent authority of a Member State which has the force of res judicata; 

iii. they have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the 

contracting authority can justify including by decisions of the EIB and international 

organisations; 

iv. they are not in compliance with their obligations relating to the payment of social security 

contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the 

country in which they are established or with those of the country of the contracting 

authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed; 

v. they or persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control over them 

have been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, 

corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering or any other illegal 

activity, where such illegal activity is detrimental to the Union’s financial interests; 

vi. they are subject to a financial or administrative penalty referred to in Article 109(1) of the 

Financial Regulation. 

The cases referred to in point (v) above cover: 

1)  cases of fraud as referred to in Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the EU 

financial interests established by the Council Act of 26 July 1995; 

2)  cases of corruption as referred to in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against 

corruption involving officials of the European Union or officials of Member States of the 

European Union, established by the Council Act of 26 May 1997; 

3)  cases of participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2(1) of Joint Action 

98/733/JHA of the Council; 

4)  cases of money laundering as defined in Article 1 of Council Directive 91/308/EEC. 

Applicants will not be granted financial assistance if, in the course of the grant award procedure: 

i. they are subject to a conflict of interests; 

ii. they are guilty of misrepresenting the information required by the contracting authority as 

a condition of participation in the grant award procedure or have failed to supply that 

information; 

iii. find themselves in one of the situations of exclusion, referred to above. 

The same exclusion criteria apply to affiliated entities. Applicants (and their affiliated entities) 

must certify that they are not in one of the situations listed above. 

 

9.2 Eligible actions  

Only actions which can be identified as projects of common interest as defined in the TEN-T 

Guidelines may receive Union financial assistance.  
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The projects must comply with the following provisions of Article 7 of the TEN-T Guidelines, 

namely to: 

 

1)  contribute to the objectives falling within at least two of the four categories set out in 

Article 4 of the TEN-T Regulation; 

 

2)  comply with Chapter II and, for core networks, Chapter III of the TEN-T Guidelines; 

 

3)  be economically viable on the basis of a socio-economic cost-benefit analysis
8

 ; 

 

4)  demonstrate European added value. 

 

For the assessment of point (3) above, all proposals for 'works' or including both 'studies' and 

'works' must be accompanied by a cost-benefit analysis (CBA) proposing the co-funding rate 

requested for the project, while taking into account the maximum funding rates stipulated in the 

CEF Regulation. Member States are asked to confirm in the application form that a methodology 

recognised in the respective national context has been used. A proposed Action which concerns a 

part or a section of a larger project of common interest may be covered by a socio-economic CBA 

for this larger project of common interest.  

 

Pursuant to Article 22(3) of the CEF Regulation, with a view to monitoring the achievement of 

climate-change objectives, selected proposals subject to CBA may be designated on the basis of a 

sampling method to perform an ex-post climate change impact assessment of the action. For this 

purpose, applications for works should include an estimate of the costs of such climate change 

impact assessment. These costs will be considered as studies and benefit therefore from a co-

funding rate of 50%. The payment of the balance after the completion of the action will be 

conditional upon the submission of the completed climate change impact assessment.  

 

Transport-related actions involving a cross-border section or a part of such a section shall be 

eligible to receive Union financial assistance only if there is a written agreement between the 

Member States concerned or between the Member States and third countries
9
 concerned relating 

to the completion of the cross-border section.  

 

If a multi-applicant application concerns a proposed Action for which some parts are entitled to 

funding under the Cohesion Fund envelope and other parts under the general CEF-Transport 

envelope, the application must be separated into two parts, to be submitted separately under either 

the Cohesion call or the general CEF call (as appropriate). The application numbers/title of the 

proposed Actions must be cross-referenced in order to allow clear identification of the two parts. 

Complementary applications under this category will be evaluated jointly to appreciate their 

common EU added value. 

 

 

                                           
8
   According to Article 10(6) of the CEF Regulation and Article 7(2c) of the TEN-T Guidelines the amount of 

financial assistance granted to a project shall be modulated based on a cost-benefit analysis of each project, the 

availability of Union budget resources, and the need to maximise the leverage of Union funding. 
9
 The Guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 

1967 as formulated in Commission Notice Nr. 2013/C-205/05 (OJEU C-205 of 19.07.2013) shall apply for 

proposed Actions submitted under this call for proposals. 
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10. SELECTION CRITERIA 
 

The selection criteria are detailed in Section 7 of the Annex to the 2014 Annual Work Programme.  

 

Applicants may designate affiliated entities within the meaning of Article 122 of the Financial 

Regulation, for the purpose of supporting the implementation of the action submitted for funding. 

Such affiliated entities shall comply with the selection criteria. 

 

The operational and financial capacity of applicants and designated affiliated entities will be 

assessed as specified below. 

 

10.1 Financial capacity 

The applicants must have stable and sufficient sources of funding to maintain their activity 

throughout the period during which the action is being carried out and to participate in its funding. 

Together with the application, the applicants shall provide their financial statements certified by 

an external auditor for the last two financial years for which the accounts have been closed If an 

applicant has been operating for less than two years, the financial statements may be replaced by a 

letter of support obtained from a third party (for example, the applicant's parent company) or by 

another applicant of the proposed Action. These documents must be attached to the application. 

 

The requirement for applicants to demonstrate their financial capacity does not apply to Member 

States, public bodies established in the EU and European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG)
10

, 

which are 100% owned by public body(ies). 

 

10.2 Operational capacity 

The applicants must have the operational and technical competencies and capacities required to 

complete the proposed Action for which the grant is awarded. They must provide appropriate 

documents attesting to that capacity (e.g. organisations' activity report, proof of the experience in 

carrying out infrastructure actions).  

 

Information submitted by applicants who benefited from TEN-T support as from 2004 may be 

taken into account in the evaluation of their operational capacity. 

 

The requirement to demonstrate the operational capacity does not apply to Member States, public 

bodies established in the EU and European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG), which are 100% 

owned by public body(ies). 

 

 

11. COMPLIANCE WITH UNION LAW 
 

In accordance with Article 23 of the CEF Regulation, only actions in conformity with Union law 

and which are in line with the relevant Union policies shall be financed, in particular those 

relating to competition, the protection of the environment, state aid and public procurement. 

 

 

                                           
10

  Established in line with Council Regulation (EEC)° No 2137/85 of 25 July 1985 
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12. AWARD CRITERIA 
 

The general award criteria against which each proposal will be evaluated are specified in Section 

8 of the Annex to the 2014 Annual Work Programme. 
 

For the purpose of the evaluation, these criteria will be grouped in the following four blocks and 

specified as follows: 
 

 Relevance. This refers to the contribution of the proposed Action to the TEN-T priorities 

as laid out in the TEN-T Guidelines, the funding priorities as laid down in the CEF 

Regulation and specific priorities and objectives described in the call for proposals. In 

particular, under relevance the EU added value of the proposed Action will be considered 

in light of the definition included in Article 3(d) of the TEN-T Guidelines. In that respect, 

the highest EU added value is produced when remedying major missing cross-border 

projects and improving major bottlenecks and other cross-border sections
11

. Where 

applicable, multimodal integration and rail interoperability will also be considered as part 

of the relevance of a proposed Action. 

 

 Maturity. This refers to the state of preparation of the proposed Action, in particular the 

capacity for it to be implemented in accordance with the proposed time plan and the 

technical specifications. Proposed Actions which involve the final steps of implementation 

can be considered as contributing most strongly to maturity. Additionally, the state of 

readiness for commencement of implementation of the proposed Action will also be 

considered under maturity. This will be determined by the degree of completion of 

preparatory steps and conditions required for the start of the proposed Action. For 

proposals addressing innovation and new technologies, the readiness of the technology for 

deployment will also be considered under this criterion.  
 

 Impact. This refers to the expected effect of the EU financial support in terms of its impact 

in improving weak financial viability in an otherwise economically desirable investment. 

An assessment will be made of the impact of the financing plan to drive the most efficient 

use of EU financial support, in particular in the mobilisation of private finance. Moreover, 

on the basis of the socio-economic CBA to be provided for proposed Actions concerning 

works and/or other related information provided in Application form D, the impact of the 

proposed Action will be assessed in terms of socio-economic effects, climate and 

environmental aspects, improvement of accessibility, as applicable. For proposals 

addressing innovation and new technologies, the innovative processes to improve the 

business-model will also be considered under this criterion.  

 

 Quality. This refers to the soundness of the action, in terms of the content of the planned 

activities, the appropriateness of the project management processes, the coherence between 

its objectives and planned resources / activities. In this respect, quality will be evidenced 

by realistic implementation plans that suggest a timely completion of the proposed Action. 

Additionally, the completeness and clarity of the information provided by the applicant(s) 

will also be assessed under this criterion. 

 

                                           
11  See also Communication from the Commission "Building the Transport Core Network: Core Network Corridors 

and Connecting Europe Facility", COM(2013)940 final, 07.01.2014. 
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Relevant information for assessing the above blocks of award criteria must be clearly described, in 

Application Form Part D. During the external evaluation, each block of award criteria will be 

given a score between 0 and 5 points (with half-marks allowed). The minimum acceptance 

threshold for an individual block of award criteria is 3 points. In other words, external experts will 

not recommend any proposal for funding which does not obtain at least 3 points for each block. 

However, subject to appropriate justification, the Commission may deviate from the advice given 

in the external evaluators’ recommendations. 

 

13. FINAL SELECTION PROCESS 
 

During the final selection process, the Commission will pay particular attention to the following 

aspects, as appropriate: 

 

 The contribution of the proposed Action to the balanced development of the network, 

 The complementarity of the proposed Action with other EU funded projects, in view of 

optimising the impact of investments already made in the region/country/global project, 

 The comparative EU added value (high, medium, low) of the proposed Action in relation 

to other proposed Actions, 

 Any identified/identifiable risks of double-funding from other Union sources, 

 Potential synergies across the different CEF sectors and/or other EU Programmes, notably 

Horizon 2020, where particular consideration will be given to Actions involving the 

deployment of innovation and technology developed under the EU's research programmes. 

 Budgetary constraints. 

 

 

14. FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 
 

14.1 General principles 

14.1.1 Other sources of financing 
 

Pursuant to Article 129 of the Financial Regulation, no Union financial aid shall be awarded to 

actions receiving funds from other sources of EU financing. In no circumstances shall the same 

costs be financed twice by the Union budget. 

 

In that respect any actions or part thereof that receive or have received Union funding under other 

EU Programmes (i.e. TEN-T, Marco Polo II, Cohesion Fund, FP7, Horizon 2020, ESIF, etc.) will 

not be eligible. 

 

14.1.2 Non-profit principle 
 

In accordance with Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall not have the purpose or 

effect of producing a profit within the framework of the action. Where a profit is made, the 

Commission shall be entitled to recover the percentage of the profit corresponding to the Union 

contribution to the eligible costs actually incurred by the beneficiary to carry out the action
12

. 

 

                                           
12

  In the meaning of Article 125 of the Financial Regulation, profit shall be defined as a surplus of the receipts over 

the eligible costs incurred by the beneficiary, when the request is made for payment of the balance. 
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14.1.3 Non-retroactivity 
 

Pursuant to Article 130 of the Financial Regulation, no grants may be awarded retrospectively for 

actions already completed. A grant may be awarded for an action which has already begun 

provided that the applicant(s) can demonstrate the need for starting the action prior to the 

signature of the grant agreement.  

 

14.2 Funding form 

Grants to be awarded further to this call for proposals will take the form of reimbursement of a 

specified proportion of the eligible costs actually incurred.  

 

14.2.1 Co-funding rates 
 

In line with Article 10(2) of the CEF Regulation, the EU financial assistance to be granted under 

this call for proposals cannot exceed the rates referred to in section 9 of the Annual Work 

Programme. 

 

The Commission reserves the right to award a grant of less than the amount requested by the 

applicant. 

  

In order to ensure efficiency in EU funding interventions, applicants are strongly encouraged to 

submit applications for actions with total requested Union contribution to the eligible costs of no 

less than EUR 500,000 for studies and no less than EUR 1,000,000 for works. Where possible, 

related actions should be grouped and submitted as one proposal. 
 

14.2.2 Eligible costs 
 

Eligible costs are costs actually incurred by the beneficiary of a grant which meet all the criteria 

laid down in Article 126(2) of the Financial Regulation. The same criteria apply to the costs 

incurred by affiliated entities and implementing bodies. 

 

The applicants' attention is drawn to points (3) to (8) of Article 8 of the CEF Regulation 

concerning the eligibility of costs. 

 

Costs incurred between 1 January 2014 and the completion date of the action may be considered 

as eligible. The maximum duration of an action selected under this call for proposals is 3 years, 

with the possibility of a 12 months extension in duly justified and exceptional cases. 

 

Indirect costs are not eligible. 

 

In line with the first subparagraph of Article 8(7) of the CEF Regulation and Article 126(3)(c) of 

the Financial Regulation, VAT paid by beneficiaries of grants awarded following this call for 

proposals is eligible except: 

 

 deductible VAT (VAT paid by the beneficiary for the implementation of taxed activities or 

exempt activities with right of deduction); 
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 VAT paid for the implementation of activities engaged in as a public authority by the 

beneficiary where it is a Member State, regional or local government authority of a 

Member State or another body governed by public law of a Member State. Considering 

that beneficiaries that are public bodies of Member States are expected to carry out 

activities as public authorities (to exercise prerogatives of public powers), VAT paid by 

beneficiaries that are public bodies established in Member States is, in principle, ineligible. 

 

Detailed information on eligible and ineligible costs is included in the model grant agreement, 

which is available on the INEA website (http://inea.ec.europa.eu). 
 

14.2.3 Payment arrangements 
 

A single pre-financing payment corresponding to 40% of the maximum grant amount awarded 

will be made within 30 days after the last party signs the grant agreement.  

However, in exceptional cases due to the complexity of the action, the following arrangement may 

be decided:  

- a first pre-financing payment corresponding to 40% of the first installment of grant 

awarded as specified in the grant agreement will be transferred to the beneficiary within 

30 days after the last party signs the grant agreement.   

- Further pre-financing payments may be made upon request, where required subject to the 

receipt of a financial guarantee of the amount of the pre-financing, and in accordance 

with the financial needs of the action. 

- Requests for interim payments must be submitted at least every two years. 

- The cumulative amount of all pre-financing and interim payments shall not exceed 80% 

of the maximum amount of the financial aid awarded. 

 

In the event that the beneficiary's financial capacity is not satisfactory, the payment of pre-

financing may be subject to the receipt of a financial guarantee for up to the same amount as the 

pre-financing payment to be made. 

 

The financial guarantee, in euro, shall be provided by an approved bank or financial institution 

established in one of the Member State of the European Union. When the beneficiary is 

established in a third country, the Commission or INEA may agree that a bank or financial 

institution established in that third country may provide the guarantee if it is considered that the 

bank or financial institution offers equivalent security and characteristics as those offered by a 

bank or financial institution established in a Member State. Amounts blocked in bank accounts 

shall not be accepted as financial guarantees. 

 

The guarantee may be replaced by a joint or several guarantees provided by third parties or by a 

joint guarantee of the beneficiaries of an action that are parties to the same grant agreement. 

The guarantee shall be released as the pre-financing is cleared against the interim and/or balance 

payment(s) made, in accordance with the conditions laid down in the grant agreement. 

 

The final amount of the grant to be awarded to the beneficiary is established after completion of 

the action, upon approval of the request for payment including, where applicable, the supporting 

documents as described in the model grant agreement. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/
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For multi-beneficiary actions, it is strongly recommended to the beneficiaries to sign an internal 

cooperation agreement regarding their operation and coordination, including all internal aspects 

related to the management of the beneficiaries and the implementation of the action. 
 

15. PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA 
 

Applicants' reply to the grant application involves the recording and processing of personal data 

(such as name, address and CV), which will be processed pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 

45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the 

Community institutions and bodies and on the free movement of such data. Unless indicated 

otherwise, applicant's replies to the questions in this form and any personal data requested are 

required to assess an applicant's grant application in accordance with the specifications of the call 

for proposals and will be processed solely for that purpose by the Innovation and Networks 

Executive Agency as data controller for this purpose. An applicant may, upon request, have 

his/her personal data sent to him/her and rectify any inaccurate or incomplete particulars. Should 

an applicant have any queries concerning the processing of his/her personal data, please address 

them to the entity acting as data controller within INEA.  

 

The data subjects have the right of recourse at any time to the Data Protection Officer of the 

Executive Agency (INEA-DPO@ec.europa.eu) or in case of conflict with the Controller or data 

protection officer concerning the processing of his/her personal data, an applicant has the right to 

submit a complaint at any time directly to the European Data Protection Supervisor 

(http://www.edps.eu.int/01_en_presentation.htm).  

 

Details concerning the processing of an applicant's personal data are available on the privacy 

statement at the page: 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/privacy_statement.pdf   

 

An applicant's personal data (name, given name if natural person, address, legal form, registration 

number and name and given name of the persons with powers of representation, decision-making 

or control, if legal person) may be registered in the Early Warning System (EWS) only or both in 

the EWS and Central Exclusion Database (CED) by the Accounting Officer of the Commission, 

should the applicant be in one of the situations mentioned in:  

 the Commission Decision 2008/969 of 16.12.2008 on the Early Warning System (OJ L 

344, 20.12.2008, p. 125) (for more information see the Privacy Statement on 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/info_contract/legal_entities_en.htm), or  

 the Commission Regulation 2008/1302 of 17.12.2008 on the Central Exclusion Database 

(OJ L 344, 20.12.2008, p. 12) (for more information see the Privacy Statement on 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/sound_fin_mgt/privacy_statement_ced_en.pdf.  

Applicants are informed that, to ensure that the Union’s financial interests are protected, their 

personal data may be communicated to internal audit services, the European Commission, the 

European Court of Auditors, the body specialising in financial irregularities (Financial 

Irregularities Panel) or the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF).  

The data of applicants in any of the situations referred to in Articles 106(1), 107 and 109(2)(a) of 

the Financial Regulation may be included in a central exclusion database and communicated to 

mailto:INEA-DPO@ec.europa.eu
http://www.edps.eu.int/01_en_presentation.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/privacy_statement.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/info_contract/legal_entities_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/sound_fin_mgt/privacy_statement_ced_en.pdf
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designated persons in the Commission, the other institutions, agencies, authorities and bodies 

referred to in Article 108(1) and (2) of the Financial Regulation. This also applies to those with 

powers of representation, decision-making power or powers of control in respect of such 

applicants. Following a request to the Commission’s Accounting Officer, anyone registered in the 

database is entitled to be informed of the data recorded about them.  
 

 

16. IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS  
 

In preparing an application, please ensure that all of the following documents, which are available 

on INEA website, are referred to: 

 

 2014 Annual Work Programme  

 Guide for Applicants (as well as the eSubmission module User Manual) 

 Application form (parts A, B, C and D) 

 TEN-T Guidelines 

 CEF Regulation  

 Model grant Agreement  
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ANNEX 1:  

PRIORITY "RAILWAYS, INLAND WATERWAYS AND ROADS PROJECTS ON THE 

CORE NETWORK INCLUDING CONNECTIONS TO INLAND AND MARITIME 

PORTS AND AIRPORTS, AS WELL AS DEVELOPMENT OF PORTS" 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.1.1 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_311_core_network_projects.pdf  

 

 

i) Railways 

 

Under this specific objective, proposed Actions related to Core Network sections, which are not 

included in Annex I of Connecting Europe Facility Regulation no. 1316/2013, may be funded.  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this Priority shall concern works or studies and shall be in 

line with Chapter III of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

 

Proposed Actions related to pre-identified Core Network Corridor sections, as stipulated in Annex 

I part I.2 of the CEF Regulation, shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the core 

network corridors"
13

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 1.  

 

Proposed Actions related to Core Network sections, which are identified by Annex I, part I.3 of 

CEF Regulation, shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the other sections of the 

core network"
14

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 1 .  

 

Proposed Actions belonging to Comprehensive Network sections shall be submitted to Priority 

"Projects on the comprehensive network (railways, inland waterways, roads, maritime and inland 

ports)"
15

of this annual transport call. 

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

 

 Cross-border sections of the Core Network. Cross-border sections that ensure connection 

between two Member States via a third country may also be supported. 

 Works and studies aiming at accelerating the removal of bottlenecks (in terms of capacity 

and service quality) which hinder the traffic flows on Core Network Corridors.  

 Studies that shall contribute to the start-up of the implementation of works on sections or 

parts which are most critical to the "success" of the completion of the Core Network, i.e. 

which are of vital importance for smooth traffic flows along the entire axis and would, if 

not completed within the agreed period of time, reduce the benefits drawn from 

investments made on other sections of the axis. First priority will be given to those studies 

where the Member States directly involved have given due priority to the respective 

sections in their political decision making process and in their investment planning. 

Priority will also be given to studies where activities have been coordinated across national 

                                           
13  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
14  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
15  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Annual Work Programme 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_311_core_network_projects.pdf
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borders, where financing schemes have been optimised and which shall result in launching 

procurement for execution of construction works. 

 In Member States or regions that are eligible for support under the Cohesion Fund or the 

Regional Development Fund, it shall be demonstrated that the support shall be used in a 

complementary way so as to optimize the effect of the EU support as a whole and promote 

an efficient and timely implementation of the Core Network. 

 Connections between airports and the rail network. 

 

Applicants are reminded to take due account of provisions of Directive 2008/57/EC of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 on the interoperability of the rail system 

within the Community. The proposed Actions addressing solely railway interoperability or 

ERTMS deployment shall be submitted to Priority "European Rail Traffic Management Systems 

(ERTMS)"
16

 of the multi-annual transport call on Funding Objective 1. 

 

Proposed Actions covering stations, and in particular station buildings, are of lower priority unless 

they concern the railway infrastructure component. If included in the application, they should be 

clearly described, quantified and priced separately. 

 

Where relevant, proposed Actions should provide for interconnection between rail and other 

modes of transport, in particular inland waterway and maritime transport. 

 

ii) Roads 

  

Under this priority, proposed Actions related to Core Network sections, which are not included in 

Annex I of CEF Regulation no. 1316/2013 and Core Network sections of Member States with no 

railway network or with an isolated network, may be funded.  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority shall concern works or studies and shall be in 

line with Chapter III of the TEN-T Guidelines. 

 

Proposed Actions related to pre-identified Core Network Corridor sections as stipulated by Annex 

I, part I.2 of the CEF Regulation, shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the core 

network corridors"
17

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals.  

 

Proposed Actions related to Core Network sections, which are identified by Annex I, part I.3 of 

the CEF Regulation, shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the other sections of 

the core network"
18

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals.  

 

Proposed Actions belonging to the Comprehensive Network sections shall be submitted to Priority 

"Projects on the comprehensive network (railways, inland waterways, roads, maritime and inland 

ports)"
19

of this annual transport call. 

 

                                           
16  Corresponding to section 3.1.3 and 3.1.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
17  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
18  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
19  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Annual Work Programme 
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At the same time, actions with a specific focus on Safe and Secure infrastructure, including safe 

and secure parking on the road core are referred to Priority 3.2.2 of this Call, and actions with a 

specific focus on Intelligent Transport Services for road (ITS) are referred to Priority 3.3.3 of this 

Call. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport across all modes and simplification of use 

of this information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network"
20

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

The following interventions are eligible for funding.  

 

 Cross-border projects on the sections of the Core Network not included in Annex I of the 

CEF Regulation no. 1316/2013; 

 

In addition, for Member States with no railway network established in their territory or in the case 

of a Member State, or part thereof, with an isolated network without long-distance rail freight 

transport and maritime infrastructure the following interventions are eligible for funding: 

 

 Removal of bottlenecks; 

 Coordinated development and management of road networks. 

 

Applicants are also reminded of the fact that funds will only be granted to actions compliant with 

the road safety (ref. 2008/96/EC) and tunnel safety (ref. 2004/54/EC) Directives. 

 

Support is not given for maintenance. 

 

Studies should concern actions where the initial investment decision has already been taken before 

the application for CEF funding and in particular studies related to design, permits (including 

EIA), etc. that are close to the actual implementation of these actions. 

 

Proposed Actions in the maritime sector for optimisation and rationalisation of administrative 

processes and requirements in ports, including port community systems, drawing benefits from 

availability of electronic information and information sharing shall be submitted to Priority 

"Telematic applications", e-Maritime services, under the transport annual call for proposals
21

 

Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions related to maritime related Information and Communication Technologies 

(ICT), e.g. eMaritime and Single Windows, shall be submitted, depending on their scope, either to 

Priority "Motorways of the Sea" of the 2014 multi-annual transport call for proposals, Funding 

                                           
20  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
21  Corresponding to section 3.3.1 of the Annual Work programme 
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Objective 3
22

, or to Priority "Telematic applications systems other than those covered by the 

Multi-annual Work Programme" of this annual transport call for proposals
23

. 

 

Proposed Actions regarding Motorways of the Sea shall be submitted to Priority "Motorways of 

the Sea" of the 2014 multi-annual transport call for proposals, Funding Objective 3
24

. 

  

                                           
22  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multiannual Work programme 
23  Corresponding to section 3.3.1 of the Annual Work programme 
24  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multiannual Work programme 
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ANNEX 2:  

PRIORITY "PROJECTS ON THE COMPREHENSIVE NETWORK (RAILWAYS, 

INLAND WATERWAYS, ROADS, MARITIME AND INLAND PORTS)"  

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.1.2 of the Annual Work Programme. 

  

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_312_comprehensive_network_pr

ojects.pdf  

 

i) Railways 

 

Under this priority, proposed Actions related to Comprehensive Network sections may be funded.  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority shall concern works or studies and shall be in 

line with Chapter II, Section 1 of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

 

Proposed Actions related to Core Network Corridor sections shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-

identified projects on the Core Network corridors"
25

 or to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the 

other sections of the Core Network"
26

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding 

Objective 1 or to Priority "Railways, inland waterways and roads projects on the core network 

including connections to inland and maritime ports and airports, as well as development of 

ports"
27

 of this annual transport call for proposals. 

  

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

 

 Actions which contribute to the development of the Core Network or interconnect Core 

Network Corridors, in particular: 

- Bridging missing links 

- Facilitating cross-border traffic flows and/or improving safety 

- Removing bottlenecks 

 Preparation of future projects on the Comprehensive Network, through the necessary 

feasibility studies, and/or permission procedures leading to construction works. 

 Where possible, linkages and connections to other transport modes shall be an integral part 

of the action. 

 

Applicants are reminded of the provisions of Directive 2008/57/EC of the European Parliament 

and of the Council of 17 June 2008 on the interoperability of the rail system within the 

Community. The proposals addressing solely railway interoperability or ERTMS deployment 

shall be submitted within dedicated multi-annual call for proposals defined in chapter 3.1.3 and 

3.1.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme. 

 

                                           
25  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
26  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
27  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Annual Work Programme 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_312_comprehensive_network_projects.pdf
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_312_comprehensive_network_projects.pdf
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Proposed Actions covering stations, and in particular station buildings, are of lower priority unless 

they concern the railway infrastructure component. If included in the application, they should be 

clearly described, quantified and priced separately. 

 

ii) Inland Waterways 

 

The general objective is to reinforce the contribution of inland waterways and inland ports to a 

sustainable European freight transport network.  

 

This part of the call only applies for developments of Comprehensive Network inland ports 

projects which are not covered as a priority under the multi-annual calls and for actions necessary 

to reach the standards of the inland waterways class IV.  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority shall concern studies or works and shall be in 

line with Chapter II, Section 2 of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

 

a) Inland waterways (IWW) 

 Implementing actions necessary to reach the standards of the inland waterways class IV  

 Creation of new inland waterways (studies) 

 

b) Inland ports (IP) 

 Providing or improving access to inland ports and connections between inland ports and 

rail and road Core Networks. 

 Upgrading basic infrastructure in inland ports (such as quay walls, jetties, backfills, land 

reclamation etc.).  

 

 Improving access, including safe access through navigational aids, of inland ports to 

inland waterways.  

 

 Providing or improving road/rail access and connections within inland ports. 

 Reception facilities for oil and other waste, to support the sustainability of waterborne 

transport services. 

 ICT applications, in particular pilot Single Window applications, as well as applications to 

streamline administrative formalities through a better use of information, communication 

and positioning technologies. However, actions for the deployment of RIS are to be 

addressed under Priority 3.3.2 of the multi-annual call. 

 

 Facilities for loading/transhipment as well as for ice-breaking, hydrological services and 

dredging of the port and port approaches to ensure year-round navigability (facilities must 

be open for use by all operators on a non-discriminatory basis). 

 

 Providing terminals/platforms with or improving infrastructure such as storage and 

stacking areas. Infrastructure must be open for use by all operators on a non-

discriminatory basis. 
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 Introduction or implementation of fixed infrastructure regarding alternative energy, e.g. 

LNG bunkering and shore-side electricity. 

 

As regards support to dredging activities for both inland waterways and inland ports, maintenance 

dredging is not eligible; only capital dredging activities are eligible. 

 

Facilities must be accessible for use by all operators on a non-discriminatory basis. Facilities may 

only be proposed as part of a wider project having the main focus on the upgrading of basic 

infrastructure or the provision of waterside terminals/platforms. 

 

iii) Roads 

 

Under this specific objective, actions related to Comprehensive Network sections may be funded.  

 

Actions to be selected under this Priority shall concern works or studies and shall be in line with 

Chapter II, Section 3 of the TEN-T Guidelines. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at pre-identified Core Network Corridor sections as stipulated 

in Annex I part I.2 of the CEF Regulation shall be submitted to Priority "Pre-identified projects on 

the Core Network Corridors"
28

 of the multi-annual transport call Funding Objective 1. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at other Core Network sections shall be submitted either to 

Priority "Pre-identified projects on the other sections of the Core Network"
29

 of the multi-annual 

transport call Funding Objective 1 or to Priority "Railways, inland waterways and roads projects 

on the Core Network including connections to inland and maritime ports and airports, as well as 

development of ports"
30

 of this Annual transport call for proposals. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at Safe and Secure infrastructure, including safe and secure 

parking on the road core network shall be submitted to Priority "Safe and Secure infrastructure, 

including safe and secure parking on the road core network"
31

 of the multi-annual transport call 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at Intelligent Transport Services for road (ITS) shall be 

submitted to Priority "Intelligent Transport Services for road" the multi-annual transport call 

Funding Objective 3
32

. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport across all modes and simplification of use 

of this information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

                                           
28  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
29  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
30  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Annual Work Programme 
31  Corresponding to section 3.2.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
32  Corresponding to section 3.3.3 of the Multi-annual Work Programme  
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multimodality and efficiency of the network"
33

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

The following interventions are eligible for funding:  

 

 Projects to support cross border sections and, in case of Member States with no rail 

networks, projects to support the TEN-T road network and which contribute to the 

development of the Core Network or interconnect the Core Network Corridors, in 

particular: 

- Bridging missing links; 

- Facilitating cross-border traffic flows and/or improving safety; 

- Removing bottlenecks; 

 Preparation of future cross border interventions on the Comprehensive Network, through 

the necessary studies. 

 

Where possible, linkages and connections to other transport modes shall be an integral part of the 

proposed Action. 

 

Applicants are also reminded of the fact that funds will only be granted to actions compliant with 

the road safety (ref. 2008/96/EC) and tunnel safety (ref. 2004/54/EC) Directives. 

 

Support is not given for maintenance. 

 

Studies should concern actions where the initial investment decision has been already taken before 

the application for CEF funding and in particular studies related to design, permits (including 

EIA), that are close to the actual implementation of these actions. 

 

iv) Maritime Ports 

 

The general objective is to support the development of ports as efficient and sustainable entry and 

exit points fully integrated with the land infrastructure in line with the Communication "Ports: an 

engine for growth"
34

 .  

  

This part of the call is only for Comprehensive Network ports.  

 

Proposed Actions addressing Core Network ports (both maritime and inland) shall be submitted to 

Priority "Pre-identified projects on the core network corridors"
35

 of the multi-annual transport call 

Funding Objective 1. 

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority shall concern studies or works and shall be in 

line with Chapter II, Section 4 of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

                                           
33  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
34  COM(2013)295 
35  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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 Hinterland connections to the Core Network (rail, inland waterway or road if other 

hinterland connections are not an option) with adequate capacity and efficiency; 

 Reception facilities for oil and other waste, including residues from scrubbers, to meet 

environmental requirements, e.g. Directive 2000/59/EC; 

 Implementation of new facilities and technologies regarding use of alternative energy, e.g. 

LNG bunkering, shore-side electricity. 

  

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at maritime related Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT), e.g. eMaritime and Single Windows shall, depending on their scope, either 

be submitted to Priority "Motorways of the Sea"
36

 of the multi-annual transport call Funding 

Objective 3, or to Priority "Telematic Application Systems other than those covered by the Multi-

annual Work Programme"
37

 of this annual transport call for proposals.  

 

Proposed Actions aiming primarily at multimodal platforms shall either be submitted to Priority 

"Connections to and development of multimodal logistics platforms"
38

 of the multi-annual 

transport call Funding Objective 3 or to Priority "Connections to and development of multimodal 

logistics platforms"
39

 of this annual transport call, Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport across all modes and simplification of use 

of this information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network"
40

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

Support is not given to super structure, maintenance, dedicated infrastructure and facilities for 

cruise ships. Furthermore, the expansion or construction of new cargo or passenger terminals is 

not covered. Concerning infrastructure in ports, applicants are reminded of the possibilities 

offered by the Financial Instruments (e.g. Project Bonds, loan guarantee). 

 

Studies should concern projects where the initial investment decision has been taken and in 

particular studies related to design, permits, including Environment Impact Assessment that are 

close to the actual implementation of these projects. 

 

Where relevant, proposed Actions should provide for interconnection between maritime and other 

modes of transport, in particular rail and inland waterway transport.  

  

                                           
36  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
37  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Annual Work Programme 
38  Corresponding to section 3.3.6 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
39  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Annual Work Programme 
40  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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ANNEX 3:  

PRIORITY "PROJECTS TO CONNECT THE TRANS-EUROPEAN TRANSPORT 

NETWORK WITH INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORKS OF THE NEIGHBOURING 

COUNTRIES, IN PARTICULAR RELATED TO CROSS-BORDER SECTIONS 

(RAILWAYS, INLAND WATERWAYS, ROADS, MARITIME AND INLAND PORTS)" 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.1.3 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_313_neighbouring_countries.pdf   

   

The general objective is to strengthen cooperation with neighbouring countries in order to ensure 

connections and interoperability between the respective infrastructure networks.  

 

Only projects located in the indicative maps of the trans-European transport network extension 

into specific neighbouring countries as identified in Annex III of TEN-T Guidelines may be 

submitted under this part of the call.  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority shall concern studies or works and shall be in 

line with Chapter II, Section 4 of the TEN-T Guidelines. Due to the limited budget, a specific 

focus under this call for proposals will be given to studies and in particular those aiming at 

improving inland navigation, railway and road connections with a view to ensuring a sustainable 

and efficient transport system. 

 

In line with the "Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area", transport cooperation with 

neighbouring countries will focus on removing the barriers to seamless and efficient transport, 

ensuring a high level of safety, security, social and environmental standards, with regards to both 

infrastructure and market integration aspects.    

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

 

 infrastructure at border crossing points, in an effort to ensure seamless traffic flow and 

increase interoperability between EU transport systems and those in neighbouring 

countries. These efforts should lead to a reduction in transport costs and travelling and 

waiting time at the border, facilitate international freight flows and to increased safety and 

security, as well as environmental protection.  

 the connection between the TEN-T Core Network and the transport networks of 

neighbouring countries, to ensure closer market integration with the Eastern Partnership 

countries, the Western Balkans and Turkey;  

 to complete the transport infrastructure in third countries which serve as links between 

parts of the core network in the Union; 

 traffic management systems in neighbouring countries, except for River Information 

Services and Single European Sky (SESAR). 

 

Proposed Actions addressing Single European Sky (SESAR) shall be submitted to Priority " 

Single European Sky"
41

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 3. 

                                           
41  Corresponding to section 3.3.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_313_neighbouring_countries.pdf
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Proposed Actions addressing River Information Services shall be submitted to Priority "River 

Information Services"
42

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions addressing Motorways of the Sea shall be submitted to Priority "Motorways of 

the Sea"
43

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 3.  

 

  

                                           
42  Corresponding to section 3.3.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
43  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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ANNEX 4:  

PRIORITY "DEPLOYMENT OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND INNOVATION, OTHER 

THAN THOSE COVERED BY THE MULTI-ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME"  

 

The overall objectives of this priority are set out in chapter 3.2.1 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_321_innovation.pdf   

  

Actions to be selected under this priority will concern works and studies that may include pilot 

activities. Priority will be given to actions that include applicants from and are submitted by more 

than one Member State.  

 

In accordance with Article 4 (2) (b) of the CEF Regulation, the general objective is to support the 

deployment of a sustainable and efficient trans-European transport network and to promote the 

decarbonisation of all transport modes. This can be achieved through the implementation of new 

technologies and innovative technological and organisational systems, based on a market-oriented 

approach. 

 

TEN-T infrastructure, as described in Article 33 of the TEN-T Guidelines and in line with the 

policy framework set by the Communication from the Commission "Clean Power for Transport: a 

European alternative fuels strategy"
44

, may be supported. 

 

Priority will be given to actions located on sections of the core network according to Annex I and 

Annex II/part II of the TEN-T Guidelines, that are not listed in Annex I/part I of the CEF 

Regulation and therefore not eligible under Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network" of the 2014 the multi-annual call for proposals, 

Funding Objective 2.  

 

Activities in urban nodes may be supported by this priority if necessary and as part of a broader 

action on the core network. Should this lead to deployment at a local, regional or national level, 

the potential for replication, scale-up or roll-out at EU level must be demonstrated.  

 

However, proposed Actions relating to solutions addressing only the "last mile" within urban 

areas shall be submitted either to Priority "Actions implementing transport infrastructure in core 

network nodes, including urban nodes"
45

 of the 2014 annual transport call for proposals, or to 

Priority "Actions implementing transport infrastructure in core network nodes including urban 

nodes"
46

 of the 2014 multi-annual transport call for proposals, Funding Objective 3. 

 

In the context of this priority, innovation means advanced technology, ready for deployment but 

while a market orientated solution is still being sought. The development and demonstration 

phases of a technological solution are considered as research activities which are not covered by 

this priority; 

 

                                           
44  (COM(2013)17 of 24 January 2013) 
45  Corresponding to section 3.3.3 of the Annual Work Programme 
46  Corresponding to section 3.3.5 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_321_innovation.pdf
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Innovation of operational processes may be funded under this call including those related to fleet 

management, load and fuel management, multimodality and interoperability. 

 

EU support is also available for the improvement and deployment of telematics applications, 

coming to support decarbonisation of transport, with a view to enable roaming functionality, 

interoperability, multimodality and compatible ticketing systems. 

 

Actions must demonstrate the existence of a business case for short and medium term viability of 

the technology (3 - 10 years). This must include a clearly elaborated consumer-oriented business-

model. This requires the setting up of an estimated (study) or existing (pilot phase, i.e. study with 

integrated pilot activities) demand which means that forerunner users (individual consumers or 

fleets managers), should be involved to assess the viability of the action and enhance the 

robustness of the results.  

 

Studies may include pilot activities providing that the provisions for this type of action laid down 

in chapter 2 of this call for proposals are taken into consideration.  

 

Studies that include pilot activities should incorporate a real-life trial (rather than just a 

demonstration). At the end of the trial, as part of the study, an analysis should be made and 

disseminated, showing how to scale the trial for mass application, i.e. how on the basis of the 

resulting optimised business-client relationship, to roll the technology out onto at least a 

significant part of a corridor. Pilot activities should address the roll-out of the innovative solution 

onto a significant part a core network.  

 

This Priority will support actions aimed at initiating or enhancing the deployment of new 

technologies and innovation on the necessary TEN-T infrastructure based on the use of alternative 

fuels. It will also support the use of alternative fuels, reducing the external cost of transport 

activities through emission reduction, energy efficiency, and safety improvement measures in 

particular.  

 

More specifically, and according to Article 33 of the TEN-T Guidelines, under this priority, the 

following actions may be supported: 

 

 Actions supporting the decarbonisation of transport by the roll-out of alternative fuels 

distribution infrastructure. This encompasses the use of electricity, hydrogen, biofuels, 

synthetic fuels, compressed or liquefied natural (bio) gas (CNG and LNG) as well as 

liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), or other innovative systems. Infrastructure may also 

include emission reduction and energy storage equipment as well as the equipment 

necessary for energy supply. Such infrastructure may include grids and other facilities 

necessary for the energy supply
47

;  

 Actions for the improvement and deployment of interoperable infrastructure/vehicle 

interfaces that will support the use of alternative fuels, including telematics applications or 

energy demand management system when required. Such applications should demonstrate 

their potential or actual contribution to interoperability, multimodality and overall 

efficiency of the network. 

 

                                           
47  Corresponding to the section 3.2.1 (i) of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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In order to demonstrate the viability of the system proposed by the studies, pilot activities may be 

funded under this priority. Further to the provisions for this type of action laid down in chapter 2 

of this call for proposals: 

• Pilot activities may include the roll-out of mobile equipment supporting the distribution of 

alternative fuel. Mobile equipment, new or retrofitted, serving for freight or passenger 

transport may be included in a pilot for maritime and inland waterway transport only, and 

as long as it is strictly necessary for the study and in order to demonstrate the operational 

and commercial viability of the innovative activities proposed; 

 

• To facilitate the deployment of a European network of alternative fuels, pilot activities 

within studies may be implemented in the form of a grant scheme by which public 

operators will support through joint grant schemes or joint procurement, the installation of 

refuelling/charging stations accessible to the public by public or private economic 

operators. Such activities can be divided in several phases to address the needs 

progressively over a time period and/or by location. This should aim at stimulating the 

deployment of interoperable infrastructures within the network. Such a progressive 

approach should enable the project owners to size the financial support to market price 

developments in real time. For such projects, the planned number of refuelling/charging 

stations accessible to the public, of users and of emission savings in particular will have to 

be forecasted. 
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ANNEX 5:  

PRIORITY "FREIGHT TRANSPORT SERVICES" 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.2.2 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_services.p

df  

  

The general objective is to stimulate and deploy innovative, efficient and sustainable freight 

transport services which bring freight flows in or out of the core network corridors, using the 

infrastructure of the core and comprehensive network
48

. The projects should aim at least at two or 

more of the following goals:  

 

1. Achieve a better integration between transport modes, thus improving efficiency of 

freight transport operations and reducing associated external costs, 

2. Enable optimal choices for operators and customers to make the transport system more 

balanced between modes with a view to increasing the use of the most energy-efficient 

transport solutions, 

3. Improve efficiency of processes within the supply chains, enhancing asset utilisation 

and infrastructure capacity and establishing trusted cooperation between transport 

stakeholders, 

4. Address inefficiencies or improvements within single modes of transport solutions. 

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority will concern works representing regular 

transport services and logistics concepts in the market place.  

 

The following types of proposed Actions will be funded under this Priority:  

 

 Investments in infrastructure, superstructures and equipment (including on-board 

equipment) enhancing the efficiency of freight transport operations services and 

optimising the use of the transport infrastructure by shifting cargo to more sustainable 

modes. General, sustainable schemes aiming at partly reimbursing the cost of modal shift 

incurred by trucks (eco-bonus) are also admissible under this type of actions.  

 Investments aiming at increasing efficiency of multimodal services. These projects should 

be presented by applicants who plan to upgrade the existing multimodal services in view 

of improving their reliability and efficiency in terms of time, quality and environmental 

impacts as well as enhancing integration between the modes. 

 Optimisation of logistical management systems and tools including the improvement of 

the internal organisation and integration of the supply chains, automation and optimisation 

of logistics processes, investments in know-how, re-engineering, restructuring and 

consolidating of cargo flows.  

 Collaborative approaches to logistics aimed at cargo bundling, creating synergies and 

clustering of the services including the use of independent (neutral) trustees and intelligent 

                                           
48

  In practical terms it means that at least part of the supply chain being the subject of the project should be linked to 

core network corridors. 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_services.pdf
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_322_freight_transport_services.pdf
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management/organisational solutions. 

 Traffic avoidance and other concepts improving the efficiency of supply chains and the 

use of infrastructure capacity, including innovative actions for last mile operations and 

customised logistics services, new solutions for loading and transporting goods, optimising 

product/package volumes, transport time reduction,  

 Small-scale technical improvements increasing the efficiency of the transport operations 

and use of infrastructure capacity: use of technical solutions already available on the 

market leading to reducing emissions, energy use and fuel consumption of vehicles/vessels 

(e.g. vehicle traction control systems, such as equipment for remote control of locomotives 

in freight trains with distributed power, IT support tools, calibration of vehicle routing and 

scheduling, aerodynamic tools, speed management systems, automatic couplings in 

wagons). 

 Operational practices improving efficiency and quality of transportation, focused on 

reducing emissions, energy use and fuel consumption of vehicles/vessels. Such projects 

may involve eco-driving/eco-steaming and other specific processes leading to efficiency 

gains. 

 

The envisaged transportation route, the logistic chain or the service being the subject of the action 

must involve the territory of at least two EU Member States. 

 

The funding will include support for small scale ancillary infrastructure, superstructures and 

equipment (including on-board equipment). The infrastructure, superstructures and equipment 

should be directly linked to the operations proposed in the action. The amount of support for 

ancillary infrastructure should not be higher than 20% of the eligible costs of each project. Large-

scale infrastructure, research or study projects are not eligible. 

 

The applicants should clearly demonstrate that EU support will not lead to a distortion of 

competition in the freight service market.  

 

European Union financial assistance must not be used to support business or production activities 

which bear no direct relation to logistics, transport or distribution, and should not adversely affect 

production output or workforce. 

 

Proposed Actions aiming at deployment of new technologies and services based on the use of 

alternative fuels shall be submitted either to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network"
49

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Priority 2 , or to Priority "Development of new technologies and innovation other than 

those covered by the Multi-annual Work Programme"
50

 of this annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport and simplification of use of this 

information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and innovation in all 

                                           
49  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
50  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Annual Work Programme 
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transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative technologies for the 

promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, multimodality and efficiency of 

the network"
51

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 2. 

 

  

                                           
51  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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ANNEX 6:  

PRIORITY "ACTIONS TO REDUCE RAIL FREIGHT NOISE, INCLUDING BY 

RETROFITTING OF EXISTING ROLLING STOCK" 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.2.3 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_323_rail_freight_noise.pdf  

   

Proposed Actions to be selected under this Priority will concern works to reduce rail freight noise.  

The recommended scope of an action proposed to this Priority should not be lower than 100 

freight wagons. To meet this recommendation, small and medium freight wagons' owners are 

invited to submit combined applications.  

Essential conditions 

The wagons must be authorised for operation on the EU railway network prior to submission of 

the application and they shall be equipped with cast-iron brake blocks. 

Low-noise technology to be deployed on the freight wagons must be the composite brake blocks 

(LL) approved in the EU for international transport, as listed in the technical document of the 

European Railway Agency (List Of Fully UIC Approved Composite Brake Blocks For 

International Transport)
 52

. 

Locomotives, traction vehicles and passenger transport wagons are not covered by this Priority. 

Only wagons intended for freight operation are eligible for EU support under this Priority. 

Information to be included in a proposal 

For proposals related to the retrofitting of wagons with composite brake blocks, particular 

importance will be given during the evaluation to information concerning: 

 Identification of the wagon(s) type(s), including its basic characteristics, supplier, serial 

numbers of wagons to be retrofitted, a date of authorisation of placing into service and, if 

available, a copy of such authorisation issued by the competent National Safety Authority; 

 Description of the current braking subsystem, including a number of blocks per vehicle 

and current cast iron blocks type; 

 Identification of line(s) /network(s)  on which wagons operate today and/or on which they 

might operate in the near future, and foreseen average annual mileage; 

 Identification of a workshop where the retrofitting will take place, expected timeframe of 

retrofit and a list of associated tasks (including testing, if any). 

 

Deliverables 

Deliverables of a proposal selected and implemented within this priority area shall cover: 

1. Copy of receipt proving that relevant composite brake blocks were acquired; this receipt 

shall include the type of composite brake block and a batch number; 

                                           
52

  ERA Document ref. ERA/TD/2009-02/INT dated 14 August 2013 (http://www.era.europa.eu/Document-

Register/Documents/ERA-TD-2009-02-INT%20vers12.0%20-%2014%20Aug2013.pdf) 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_323_rail_freight_noise.pdf
http://www.era.europa.eu/Document-Register/Documents/ERA-TD-2009-02-INT%20vers12.0%20-%2014%20Aug2013.pdf
http://www.era.europa.eu/Document-Register/Documents/ERA-TD-2009-02-INT%20vers12.0%20-%2014%20Aug2013.pdf
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2. Copy of a certificate (or similar document) from accredited workshop where the 

retrofitting took place; this certificate shall include: 

a) the type and batch number of the composite brake block installed on the vehicle,  

b) the vehicle type and serial number. 

3. List of wagons which were retrofitted within the scope of the action, including their serial 

numbers. 
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ANNEX 7:  

PRIORITY "TELEMATIC APPLICATIONS SYSTEMS OTHER THAN THOSE 

COVERED BY THE MULTI-ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME" 

 

Specific objectives and priorities are set out in chapter3.3.1 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_331_telematic_applications.pdf  

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority will concern studies and works.  

 

i) Telematics applications for road 

 

Studies proposed to this area must incorporate pilot activities (i.e. not just a demo) that 

demonstrate the potential for rapid deployment of these telematics applications across the TEN-T 

network; thereby overcoming possible barriers (whether technical, financial, legal or 

organisational), achieving relevant maturity and creating the necessary critical mass for scalable 

roll out (i.e. preparing future roll out along the Core Network Corridors). A pragmatic "user / 

operator / market-oriented" rather than a "research-oriented" approach must be followed by 

focussing on technologies ready for deployment, integrating clearly elaborated and substantiated 

European added value.  

 

Priority will be given to works or real-life pilot activities, applicable to passenger and/or freight 

transport, on cooperative ITS (C-ITS) and Public Safety Answering Points eCall
53

 (PSAPs 

eCall, including for trucks and coaches). 

 

In this respect, it is important to note that according to the Commission’s Decision
54

 for the 

mandatory deployment of the interoperable EU-wide eCall addressing the PSAPs infrastructure, 

Member States must have the PSAPs infrastructure in place at least 6 months before the date of 

application of the type-approval Regulation
55

 and in any case no later than 1 October 2017. The 

PSAPs infrastructure must be compliant with the adopted delegated Regulation on the harmonised 

provision for an interoperable EU-wide eCall
56

. Each Member State can organise its emergency 

services in the way most cost effective and appropriate to its needs, including the right to let 

private organisations recognised by the Member State deal with the receipt and handling of eCalls 

(provided that 112 eCall handling remains free of charge to users). 

 

As for cooperative ITS (C-ITS), the Commission will, in collaboration with stakeholders, 

elaborate a shared vision and a roadmap for the deployment of C-ITS in Europe. This work will 

be conducted in the context of a dedicated stakeholders' platform
57

 bringing together public 

stakeholders (including representatives from Member States) and private stakeholders (such as 

vehicle manufacturers, service providers, road operators, telecomm companies) to cooperate on 

legal, organisational, administrative and governing aspects for ensuring interoperability across the 

different Member States. 

                                           
53

  i.e. The public infrastructure needed to handle emergency calls in case of a crash 
54

  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52013PC0315 
55

  The type-approval Regulation specifies the technical requirements for the deployment of the eCall in-vehicle 

devices, which are to be fitted to all new cars and light vans  

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=ST%2011124%202013%20INIT. 
56

  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R0305  
57  http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/its/news/c-its-deployment-platform_en.htm  

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_331_telematic_applications.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52013PC0315
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=ST%2011124%202013%20INIT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R0305
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/its/news/c-its-deployment-platform_en.htm
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Proposed Actions are expected to:  

 Address feasibility studies including cost-benefit analysis, opportunity and threat analysis 

and impact assessment. Should these studies have already been carried out, the proposals 

shall provide their detailed outcomes. 

 Address business model(s), operational framework(s), governance model(s), technical 

issues, standards, certification and legal aspects, as well as licences / data sources-

ownership-privacy / liability issues (i.e. to explore, test and validate potential solutions / 

models).    

 For pilot activities in particular, demonstrate their long term viability and scalability (in 

terms of technology, financial sustainability, governance) also in conjunction with legacy 

systems.  

 For pilot activities in particular, provide a substantiated description of future roll out / 

larger scale deployment. 

 Provide a precise description of (direct and indirect) partners’ roles and responsibilities. 

 Provide a precise description of technologies developed and/or implemented. 

 Address roaming (when relevant) and cross border / cross region functionality and 

interoperability of solutions. 

 

Furthermore, proposed Actions must: 

 Deploy works or pilot activities along the core and comprehensive networks, including 

urban nodes, with the exception of the Core Network Corridors covered by the multi-

annual call. However, given their specific nature, studies with pilot activities concerning 

isolated stretches of the Core Network Corridors could be considered for funding, upon 

due and factual justification of the added value of the selected stretches.   

 Comply with relevant EU legislation and standards (e.g. specifications and Decision on 

EU-wide eCall, standards covered within mandate 453. 

 Provide feedback on the outcomes of the proposed Actions to the C-ITS stakeholders’ 

platform and European eCall Implementation Platform (EeIP) respectively. 

 Be submitted by one or more Member States, preferably along a continuous trajectory 

and/or within several inter-related priority zones / regions (to be clearly defined and 

substantiated). 

 

Proposals addressing areas where common EU standards or specifications are not yet defined, 

they should make provision for timely compliance with such standards or specifications as and 

when they become available and/or contribute to the development of such standards or 

specifications. 

 

ii) E-maritime services 

 

In addition to the specific objectives referred to above, proposed Actions, either in the form of 

studies, pilot activities or works, must address the following activity areas:  

 Efficient routing and management of ships at sea. 
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 Reduction of vessel turnaround times by optimisation and harmonisation of port processes 

(including customs clearance), services and applications for ships and ports.  

 

The following topics among others could also be considered: 

 On-shore and on-board equipment facilitating reporting, prediction and management of 

ship and cargo movements and operations, with the aim of minimising user intervention 

and maximising automation and use of existing information. Proposed Actions should take 

note of the existing legal requirements such as those set in the Reporting Formalities 

directive 2010/65/EU. 

 Maritime cloud services for ships and other relevant users. Maritime cloud is a concept 

where different services for vessels, public or private, are collected and presented in a 

harmonised and manageable manner on the internet. The information presented can be 

technical, regulatory and/or business related. Proposed Actions should consider e.g.: 

manageability issues, both from the service provider as well as from the user point of 

view; accessibility issues, such as bandwidth limitations; and reliability issues, such as 

availability and authenticity of information. 

 Navigation services and applications, which support efficient and optimised routing of 

ships in view of weather and traffic conditions, and availability of port services, including 

systems assisting icebreaking operations, evacuation of ships or other relevant ancillary 

maritime applications. 

 Optimisation and rationalisation of administrative processes and requirements in ports, 

including port community systems, drawing benefits from availability of electronic 

information and information sharing. 

 

Proposed Actions should: 

 Aim to contribute to the development of the e-Maritime initiative by providing cost and 

benefit calculations and making recommendations to the European Commission and its 

expert groups.  

 Provide for policy guidance from the European Commission, where applicable.  

 

Priority will be given to works proposals rather than to studies or pilot activities. Actions of 

research type are not eligible for co-funding.  

 

Proposed Actions submitted under this Priority are expected to concern mainly smaller scale 

e-maritime projects of national or regional scope. Proposed Actions relating to large multi-

beneficiary ICT projects deployed at EU level shall be submitted to Priority "Motorways of 

the Sea"
58

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport across all modes and simplification of 

use of this information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

                                           
58  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
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multimodality and efficiency of the network"
59

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 
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ANNEX 8:  

PRIORITY "ACTIONS FOR BETTER ACCESSIBILITY TO TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR DISABLED PERSONS" 
 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.3.2 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_332_accessibility.pdf  

   

The general objective is to enhance the accessibility to rail infrastructure for persons with 

disabilities and persons with reduced mobility and to support the creation of inter-modal transport 

chains.   

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority will concern studies and works.  

 

Proposed Actions submitted under this priority should be part of bigger works projects. 

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  

 

1. Accessibility of railway stations, e.g. funding of accessibility features such as lifts, ramps 

or tactile walking surface indicators, equipment allowing the boarding and alighting of 

passengers with disabilities and/or reduced mobility. Works must be in compliance with 

Commission Decision 2008/164/EC
60

. 

2. Accessible transport chains, e.g. accessible multi-modal terminals or connections between 

terminals for different modes allowing passengers with disabilities and/or reduced 

mobility to move swiftly between different transport modes that form part of a journey 

(rail, air, waterborne, road). A vital element to ensure mobility of these categories of 

passengers is the provision of accessible information concerning the accessibility of such 

transport chains taking into account different forms of disability or reduced mobility in 

line with EU legislation on passenger rights in all modes of transport (see point 3 below). 

3. Information systems for passengers with disabilities and passengers with reduced mobility, 

e.g. supporting the collection of data on accessibility features of train stations, identifying 

users' needs in terms of information, supporting the development or extension of 

information systems to enable passengers with disabilities and passengers with reduced 

mobility to plan their train journey across Europe and to assess whether they can use a 

particular station. In development of such information systems special attention needs to 

be paid to making the systems themselves accessible, notably to persons with visual or 

auditory impairments.  

 

  

                                           
60  Commission Decision of 21 December 2007 concerning the technical specification of interoperability relating to 

'persons with reduced mobility' in the trans-European conventional and high-speed rail system 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_332_accessibility.pdf
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ANNEX 9:  

PRIORITY "ACTIONS IMPLEMENTING TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE IN 

NODES OF THE CORE NETWORK, INCLUDING URBAN NODES" 

 

The objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.3.3 of the Annual Work Programme.  

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_333_core_network_nodes.pdf  

 

This priority covers actions relating to urban nodes as defined in Article 30 and not identified in 

Annex II of the TEN-T Guidelines. 

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority can be works or studies and shall be in line 

with Chapter II of the TEN-T Guidelines. 

 

Proposed Actions relating to Urban nodes identified in Annex II of the TEN-T Guidelines shall be 

submitted to Priority "Actions implementing transport infrastructure in nodes of the core network, 

including urban modes"
61

 under the multi-annual transport call Funding Objective 3. 

 

The following kind of actions are covered under this Priority: 

 

1. Studies: 

These may cover aspects relating to traditional ("physical") infrastructure, information and 

traffic management, organisation and governance, and address notably the following 

issues:  

 

 The identification of missing links, bottlenecks and other barriers within and between 

transport modes of the TEN-T (also including connections with coach terminals) in 

urban nodes, and the proposing of viable solutions for resolving these in the short, 

medium and long term;  

 The identification of missing links, bottlenecks and other barriers in the transfer 

between the trans-European and the urban legs of TEN-T journeys, and the proposing 

of solutions on how to address these; proposals on how to link the development of 

Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans
62

 and TEN-T implementation would be very 

welcome in this context;  

 Interrelations between infrastructure development and use outside urban areas and the 

development of TEN-T issues within cities; mutual spill-over effects and their 

impact; 

 Concepts for passenger and freight transport aiming at improving ambient air quality 

or reducing exposure to harmful levels of noise. 

 

2. Deployment/pilot activities to test and validate novel approaches, addressing:  

 

 The full range of issues addressed in point 1 above; 

 Alternative fuel infrastructure for road transport in urban nodes; early market 

                                           
61  Corresponding to section 3.3.5 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
62  See COM(2013)913 final. 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_333_core_network_nodes.pdf
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introduction of solutions for vehicles powered by alternative fuels; 

 Low-noise and low carbon urban freight delivery, including through transhipment 

facilities between long-distance and urban traffic.  

 

3. Preparation of infrastructure connections within / between modes in urban nodes which 

fall outside the relevant projects included in annex 1, part 1 of the CEF Regulation.  
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ANNEX 10:  

PRIORITY "CONNECTIONS TO AND DEVELOPMENT OF MULTIMODAL 

LOGISTICS PLATFORMS" 

 

 

The overall objectives and priorities are set out in chapter 3.3.4 of the Annual Work Programme. 

 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_334_multimodal_logistics_platfo

rms.pdf  

  

The general objective of this priority is to support the connections to and development of 

multimodal logistic platforms for the transhipment and storage of freight within maritime ports, 

inland ports, airports and rail-road terminals. 

 

This part of the call is only addressed to actions relating to multimodal logistic platforms not 

located on the TEN-T core network. 

 

Proposed Actions relating to multimodal logistic platforms situated on any of the pre-identified 

sections of part I of Annex 1 of CEF Regulation and the core airports, maritime ports, inland ports 

and rail-road terminals of part 2 of Annex II of the TEN-T Guidelines shall be submitted to 

Priority "Connections to and development of multimodal logistics platforms" of the multi-annual 

transport call for proposals Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions to be selected under this priority will concern studies and works and shall be in 

line with Chapter II, Section 6 of the TEN-T Guidelines.  

 

Priority will be given to proposed Actions addressing the following areas:  
 

 Development of and access to multimodal logistic platforms, which provide effective 

interconnection and integration of ports, airports or rail-road terminals to sections not 

included in the core network. 

 Development of multimodal logistic platforms, which prove to be of particular importance 

to enhancing multi-modality in the framework of the core network corridor development . 

 

Proposed Actions related to multimodal platforms in combination with other developments within 

a maritime port or inland port shall be submitted either to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the 

core network corridors"
63

 or to Priority "Pre-identified projects on the other sections of the core 

network
64

" of the multi-annual transport call for proposals or else to Priority "Railways, inland 

waterways and road projects on the core network including connections to inland and maritime 

ports and airports, as well as development of ports"
65

 or to Priority "Projects on the 

comprehensive networks"
66

 under this annual transport call for proposals.  

 

                                           
63  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
64  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
65

  Corresponding to section 3.1.1 of the Annual Work Programme  
66  Corresponding to section 3.1.2 of the Annual Work Programme 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_334_multimodal_logistics_platforms.pdf
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/download/calls2014/cef_transport/ap/ap_334_multimodal_logistics_platforms.pdf
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Proposed Actions related to multimodal platforms as part of a Motorways of the Sea projects shall 

be submitted to Priority "Motorways of the Sea"
67

 under the multi-annual transport call for 

proposals Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions in the maritime sector for optimisation and rationalisation of administrative 

processes and requirements in ports, including port community systems, drawing benefits from 

availability of electronic information and information sharing shall be submitted to Priority 

"Telematic applications", e-Maritime services, under this annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 3. 

 

Proposed Actions related to development and deployment of 'E-freight policy', aiming at 

facilitation of access to information on freight transport across all modes and simplification of use 

of this information, shall be submitted to Priority "Deployment of new technologies and 

innovation in all transport modes, with a focus on decarbonisation, safety and innovative 

technologies for the promotion of sustainability, operation, management, accessibility, 

multimodality and efficiency of the network"
68

 of the multi-annual transport call for proposals 

Funding Objective 2. 

 

Multimodal logistic platforms are encouraged to take due account of possibilities to increase the 

use of private finance, e.g. project bonds, PPPs. This should be demonstrated in the application. 

 

Studies should relate to projects where the initial investment decision has been taken and in 

particular studies that are close to the actual implementation of these projects. 

                                           
67  Corresponding to section 3.3.4 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 
68  Corresponding to section 3.2.1 of the Multi-annual Work Programme 


