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2020 CEF TRANSPORT MAP CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Last update – 23 February 2021 

(new or updated questions in blue) 

1. SCOPE OF THE CALL 

 

1.1 What is the difference between the General and Cohesion calls? 

The General calls are open to actions concerning all Member States and projects will be funded from the general 
envelope of the CEF. The Cohesion calls are open to actions concerning Cohesion Member States only and 
projects will be funded from the Cohesion Fund allocation to the CEF. The funding conditions differ between the 
calls, namely on aspects such as funding rates and eligible costs. 

 

1.2 Is it possible to pre-check a project with the EU before writing and submitting the complete proposal ? 

No, this would be a breach of the principle of equal treatment. 

 

1.3 Is the successful application for studies in this call a requirement for submitting a future application 
for works under CEF2 or could the beneficiary take part in a next call also without participating in this 
one? 

It is not a prerequisite to apply under this call in order to apply for any of the consecutive calls. 

 
2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA - APPLICANTS 

 

2.1 Can a university participate as (co-)applicant in the CEF-Transport 2020 call ? 

Yes, a university can participate  

 

2.2 Can a local government apply under this call ? 

Yes, they can. They are considered public bodies.   

 

2.3 Could core ports together with other core ports submit one proposal for a common project ?   

Yes, as long as the common project relate to an eligible Action, they can submit a so-called multi-beneficiary or 

multi-applicant proposal. 

 

2.4 Is it possible for an applicant to apply for funding for a study on an infrastructure project, even though 
the works would later be carried on by other implementers? 

Any applicant that is eligible under this call in accordance with section 7.1 of the call text can apply, irrespective of 
the implementers of the subsequent works project. 

 

2.5 Can a proposal imply participation of partners outside the EU? 

As stated in section 7.1 of the call text, applicants from outside the EU can participate in the 2020 CEF Transport 
MAP call for proposals, under certain conditions. 

Neighbouring/third countries and entities established in neighbouring/third countries may participate in actions 
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contributing to projects of common interest where necessary in order to achieve the objectives of a given project 
of common interest. They may not receive financial assistance except where it is indispensable to the 
achievement of the objectives of a given project of common interest. 

In such cases and pursuant to Article 8(1) of the TEN-T Guidelines, applications may be presented by 
neighbouring/third countries or entities established in neighbouring/third countries, with the agreement of the 
Member State(s) concerned by the project. 

In addition to the agreement of the Member State(s) concerned, proposals with participation of such entities must 
provide a declaration on why the participation of the neighbouring/third country applicant is necessary and/or 
indispensable (application form part B4). In case the Action includes studies with physical interventions in the 
territory of the neighbouring/third country, proof of the support of relevant authorities (application form part B3) 
must be provided. 

 

2.6 Can private and public entities jointly submit one application? 

As long as each entity fulfils individually the eligibility conditions, they can apply jointly through one single 
submission of a proposal. 

 

3. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA - ACTIONS 
 

3.1  Is a cost-benefit analysis of the future investment project eligible for CEF-funding in this call ? 

Yes, a CBA is an activity which is eligible to receive CEF-funding under this call. 

 

3.2 Are market studies eligible ? 

No. 

 

3.3 Would pre-engineering studies dedicated to select the most feasible solution be eligible? 

No. 

 

3.4 Are studies with physical interventions eligible, e.g. in view of completing design studies. ? 

Yes 

 

3.5 Are studies to update ongoing infrastructure projects eligible under this call? 

Yes, studies to update ongoing infrastructure projects to adapt them e.g to new legal obligations or to changing 

economic or traffic conditions are eligible under this call. 

 

3.6 Does the indication of the eligibility of “pre-identified projects on the Corridors of the Core Network or 

pre-identified projects on the other sections of the Core Network”, present in the call text, include also  

projects on sections and nodes on the Corridors alignment, even if not included in the list of “Pre-

Identified Sections Including Projects” set out in Regulation 1316/2013 Annex I part I? In other words 

Actions on sections and nodes on the Corridors alignment but not specifically included in the list of “pre-

identified sections including projects” will be considered eligible under the 2020 CEF Transport MAP? 

For Actions concerning railways, roads and inland waterways, geographical eligibility concerns Annex I, Part I, 

points 2 and 3 of the CEF Regulation:  

 Proposals located on an Annex I ‘Core Network Corridor’ or ‘Other sections’ alignment, and addressing 

the respective mode of transport, are eligible, even if they do not address precisely or completely the 

specific pre-identified project mentioned therein.  

 Proposals located on the TEN-T Comprehensive network or non-Annex I Core Network are not eligible 
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For Actions in the nodes listed in that column, only Actions contributing to completing the pre-identified projects 

in the third column (point 2) or fourth column (point 3) of these tables are eligible.  

However for inland ports, all core inland ports, as identified in Annex II, point 2 of the TEN-T Guidelines, and all 

inland ports located on a pre-identified section of a Core Network Corridor or of one Other Section on the Core 

Network, as stipulated respectively in Annex I, Part I, points 2 and 3 of the CEF Regulation, are eligible under this 

call. And as concerns maritime ports, all core maritime ports, as identified in Annex II, point 2 of the TEN-T 

Guidelines are eligible under this call. 

This means that, for ports, eligibility is wider than Annex I, part I, points 2 and 3 of the CEF Regulation, both in 

terms of location (all core ports) and type of project (to the extent it complies with the specifications in section 2 of 

the call text).  

 

3.7 Which types of technologies will be eligible under the current call? Would this include all types of 

alternative fuels? And regarding applications on the acceleration of technologies, will there be any 

geographical delimitations for their deployment? – and if so, which limitations will be applicable? 

Only technologies that will be used in infrastructure works that contribute to completing pre-identified projects on 

the core network corridors and on the other sections of the core network as defined in the reply to FAQ 3.6, and in 

all core ports as also defined in FAQ 3.6, are eligible under this call.  

The call is not limited to specific technologies. As a basis all studies contemplating any technology for the use of 

all type of alternative fuels as listed in the Directive 2014/94/EU on the deployment of alternative fuels 

infrastructure can be eligible. This may relate as an example to supply facilities for Hydrogen, LNG or cold-ironing 

(applicable for both maritime and inland ports). 

 

3.8 With respect to the “deployment of technologies” is this meant for pilot roll out of any given transport 

technology, or is this meant for technologies that are ready for full scale roll out to the market ? 

It can relate to both. 

 

3.9 Are IT-systems eligible under this call ? 

IT-software/applications needed to prepare project implementation may be eligible as such under this call, in line 

with Art.2(6) of the CEF-regulation defining ‘studies’.  

The eligibility of studies to prepare for IT-systems as ‘works’ actions as defined under Art.2(5) of the CEF-

regulation, depends on the transport mode. For railways, such studies are not eligible, except if the envisaged IT-

system is subsidiary to the (hard) infrastructure component of the Action. 

For inland ports, ICT applications, in particular pilot Single Window applications, and applications to streamline 

administrative formalities, communication and positioning technologies are eligible. E.g. studies related to River 

Port Community systems are eligible. 

 

3.10 Are Actions related to multimodal terminals, incl. rail-road terminals, eligible ? 

They are eligible only if they are listed as pre-identified projects in the third column of the tables under point 2 or 

the fourth column of the table under point 3, of Annex 1, part 1 of the CEF-Regulation, or if they are located in a 

core port. 

In particular, such studies may cover the rail connections of the terminals to the TEN-T Network and the 

adaptation of terminals’ platforms for 740 m train lengths.  

 

3.11 Are studies related to railway links (new or upgrading) from a railway station to airports on the core 

network eligible ? 

Yes, if both the railway station and the airport are situated on the core network. 
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3.12 Can upgrading of railway stations be supported? 

In principle, only studies related to the railway infrastructure components of a station are eligible for funding. A 

non-exhaustive list of railway infrastructure components of a station includes station tracks, platforms (including 

access to the platforms) and technical equipment buildings. Passengers’ buildings, taxi ranks, bus bays and car 

parks (including kiss & ride facilities) are not considered as part of the railway infrastructure components. 

However, as it may be difficult to differentiate the part of the study related to the infrastructure component of the 

station and the part related to facilities for passengers, study proposals including elements related to these 

facilities are eligible when indeed these elements are integrated into and form a smaller component of a railway 

infrastructure proposal. 

 

3.13 Are studies related to rolling stock maintenance depots considered eligible?  

Only railway infrastructure components are eligible for funding (e.g. railway lines, including sidings, tunnels and 

bridges). Studies related to the depots as such are not eligible. Studies related to the railway access to rolling 

stock depots are eligible.  

 

3.14 Are ERTMS studies eligible under this call ? 

No. ERTMS is a horizontal priority listed under point 1 of Annex 1, part 1 of the CEF-regulation and is as such not 

included under this call. Studies with an exclusive focus on ERTMS deployment are hence not eligible under this 

call. ERTMS (or GSM-R or ECTS) may however be a part of wider rail study addressing, as one of the 

components, the control, command and signaling railway subsystem. 

 

3.15 Is it possible to apply with an individual cycling project ? 

No, as stated under section 2.4 of the call text, activities related to cycling are only eligible as part of a broader 

(eligible) project. 

 

3.16 Is it possible for cycling activities on the comprehensive network to be included in studies ? 

No, the inclusion of cycling activities, as mentioned under the FAQ above, is only possible if included in a wider 

eligible action. As eligible actions need to be located on the core network, cycling activities on the comprehensive 

network are not eligible. 

 

3.17 Which kind of port infrastructure could be supported ? 

Only studies related to tangible port infrastructure like internal basins, quay walls, berths, jetties, backfills, which 

are improving the efficiency of the core maritime ports and their integration within the TEN-T network, including 

the necessary utilities installations (e.g. electricity and water connections) could be funded. 

 

3.18 Could port superstructure be funded? 

Support will not be granted to any form of port superstructure, such as warehouses, gantry cranes, gates, 

foundations for support of cranes, rails for cranes, beams, etc. 

 

3.19 How are hinterland connections of a core maritime port to the TEN-T network defined? Could a 

proposal covering a road access to a core maritime port be funded ?  

Hinterland connections refer to infrastructure that improves the connection between a core maritime port and the 

inland transport network, through sustainable transport modes, with a view to facilitate integrated intermodal 

maritime-inland transport operations. Studies on hinterland connections between a core maritime port and both 

the core and comprehensive TEN-T networks may be funded.  

A proposal covering a road access to a core maritime port could be funded under this call only if more sustainable 

hinterland connections such as inland waterways or railways are not an option at the time of submission. This 

must be duly demonstrated in the application. A limited distance and budget should be considered for such 
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connections as the objective is to improve the (last mile) connection to the port and not to improve the concerned 

hinterland road infrastructure on longer sections. 

 

3.20 Are studies related to port infrastructure dedicated to embarking and disembarking of passengers 

(other than cruise passengers), for example skyways, gangways, and other similar infrastructure, eligible 

for CEF-funding in this call? 

No, as is stated in section 2.2 of the call text, CEF-financing will not be given to studies related to passenger 

terminals (including access to these terminals within the port area). 

 

3.21 Are studies for the construction or upgrading of transport vessels eligible?  

No.  

 

3.22  Are studies on (LNG) bunker vessels/barges eligible ? 

Yes, only if used for bunkering purposes and not for transportation and this within the meaning of Directive 

2014/94/EU on the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, i.e. as refuelling points.  

 

3.23 The call supports studies related to waste reception facilities. What is considered a waste reception 

facility? 

A waste reception facility or a “Port reception facility” as defined in the Article 2 of the EU Directive 2019/883 of 17 

April 2019 on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships, amending Directive 2010/65/EU and 

repealing Directive 2000/59/EC, “means any facility which is fixed, floating or mobile and capable of providing the 

service of receiving the waste from ships.”  The waste from the ships  encompasses oil and other waste, including 

residues from exhaust gas cleaning system,  “which is generated during the service of a ship or during loading, 

unloading and cleaning operations and which falls within the scope of Annexes I, II, IV, V and VI to MARPOL 

Convention”.  

Directive 2019/883/EU furthermore sets out, in Article 4, that Member States shall ensure the availability of port 

reception facilities adequate to meet the needs of the ships normally using the port, without causing undue delay 

to ships.  

The port reception facility should meet the requirements of the above mentioned Directive. 

 

3.24 In ports, is basic infrastructure of private terminal operators - within the boundaries of the private 

terminal - eligible? 

No. Only basic port infrastructure with public access is eligible, which should be clearly demonstrated in the 

application. 

 

3.25 In which Member States may actions addressing roads be supported? 

Actions addressing roads may only be supported in Member States considered as not having a railway network 

established in their territory or located in Member States, or part thereof, with an isolated network without long-

distance rail freight transport. These Member States are Ireland, Malta and Cyprus. 

 

3.26 Are studies related to the development and construction of innovative and environmentally friendly 

vehicles on road and rail with related fuelling systems financed? 

No, only transport infrastructure is eligible, studies for developing or constructing vehicles on road and rail are not. 

 

3.27 Are activities related to safe and secure infrastructure (roads) eligible under this call? 

The horizontal priorities listed in Annex I, Part I, point 1 of the CEF Regulation, including ‘Safe and Secure 

infrastructure’, are outside the scope of this call.  
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Study activities related to safe and secure infrastructure can however be eligible if they represent a marginal 

component of a proposal on a wider eligible roads infrastructure project.  As regards the eligibility of roads 

projects, see the replies to FAQ’s 3.6 and 3.25. 

 

3.28 Is an Action combining a study with a pilot eligible ? 

Art. 2.6 of the CEF-regulation defines what is meant by a ‘study’ in the context of the CEF-program. If a ‘pilot’ of a 

study is exclusively set up for testing and validation, then it is eligible, as ‘testing’ and ‘validation’ are, as art. 2.6 

stipulates, considered activities to prepare project implementation. However, activities that go beyond the scope 

of art. 2.6 are not eligible. 

 

3.29 Does the study need to relate to future works or can it have a finality on its own, e.g. to increase 

knowledge on the navigability of a port? 

In order to be eligible the study needs to prepare for future works, in line with the objectives of this call described 

in section 1 of the call text. 

 

3.30 Is a River Information System (RIS) eligible? 

The horizontal priorities listed in Annex I, Part I, point 1 of the CEF Regulation, including ‘Telematic applications 

systems for road, rail, inland waterways and vessels’ (such as RIS), are outside the scope of this call.  

Study activities related to these telematics applications can however be eligible if they represent a marginal 

component of a proposal on a wider eligible infrastructure project. 

 

3.31 Could infrastructure for renewable energy production in ports be funded?  

No, energy production cannot be funded. Support can only be given to studies aiming at the implementation of 

new facilities and technologies regarding provision and use of alternative fuels including cold ironing in ports in 

line with Directive 2014/94/EU. 

 

3.32 What is the difference between ‘capital dredging’ and ‘maintenance dredging’? 

Capital dredging refers to an activity of excavating large amounts of material from the sea or river/channel bed in 

order to create new or deepen the existing waterways, port access channels and basins etc., in order to enable 

waterways and ports to accommodate larger vessels. The capital dredging is a one-time activity.  

Maintenance dredging refers to an activity of maintaining existing waterways, port access channels and basins 

etc., at the required nautical and/or hydrological depth by removing sediment and silt that has been deposited in 

the sea or river/channel bed over a period of time. 

Studies related to capital dredging are eligible. If they relate to maintenance dredging, they are not. 

 

3.33 The call text states (section 7.3) that all inland ports located on a pre-identified section of a Core 

Network Corridor or of one Other Section on the Core Network are eligible under this call. Does this mean 

that also inland ports not mentioned in the TEN-T Guidelines, i.e. ports which are neither core nor 

comprehensive, are eligible? 

CEF Transport provides Union financial assistance to projects of common interest addressing the trans-European 

networks. Please therefore be advised that the expression “all inland ports” does not include ports which are not 

identified in Annex II, point 2 of the TEN-T Guidelines (Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013). Concerning 

comprehensive ports, they are eligible only if located on a pre-identified section of a Core Network Corridor or of 

one Other Section on the Core Network, as stipulated respectively in Annex I, Part I, points 2 and 3 of the CEF 

Regulation. 
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3.34 Is a study for preparing works on a terminal in an inland port eligible? 

In addition to what is stipulated under FAQ 3.10, studies related to terminals in inland ports are eligible if the 

pertaining infrastructure benefits directly waterborne transport operations. 

 

3.35 Is a study on works related to a multimodal terminal with restricted access for external operators 

eligible ? 

No. Activities related to terminals are only eligible if full public access to the terminal is guaranteed at all times, 

and this should be clearly demonstrated in the application. 

 

3.36 Are costs for land acquisition eligible under this call ? 

No. Under this call only proposals for studies are eligible and land acquisition cannot be considered as part of any 
of the activities described under article 2 (6) of the CEF Regulation which defines ‘studies’. 

 

4. FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

 

4.1 What is the period of eligibility of costs? 

Only costs incurred between the start date of the Action (which may not be earlier than on the date of submission 

of the application) and the completion date of the proposed Action (which shall be no later than 31 December 

2024) can be eligible. 

 

4.2 What is the minimum and/or maximum budget of a proposal submitted under this call? 

There is no minimum or maximum budget for any type of proposals submitted under this call. However, the 

budget and requested funding must be proportionate to the scope of activities addressed by the proposal and will 

be assessed under the award criterion "quality". 

As stated in section 12.2.1 of the call text, in order to ensure efficiency in EU funding interventions, applicants are 

strongly encouraged to submit applications for actions with a total requested EU contribution of no less than 

€500,000. Where appropriate, related actions should be grouped and submitted as one proposal. 

 

4.3 Is this funding of the CEF program compatible with the new Recovery and Resilience Facility 

program? To what extent? 

In accordance with section 12.1.1 of the call text (non-cumulative award) Actions receiving grants under this call 

cannot receive funds from other EU-sources, so also not from the Recovery and Resilience Facility. However, 

studies that prepare for works that would be (partially) financed by the Recovery and Resilience Facility program 

are eligible under this call, as long as they fulfil the conditions set by section 7.3 of the call text. 

 

4.4 Is it possible to use CEF support for studies and other funds for the implementation? 

Yes. 

 

4.5 Can a study be submitted that has already started before the publication of the call and are its costs 

eligible? 

Yes, as long as the study is delivered in the period during which costs are eligible (see FAQ 4.1). However, only 

the costs incurred during that period are eligible.  

Of relevance here are the provisions of article II.19.1 a) of Annex II of the Model Grant Agreement 

(https://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/wifi4eu/model_grant_agreement/cef_model_ga_transport_2019_final.pdf 

): ‘Costs of contracts for goods, works or services or of subcontracts are considered to be incurred when the 

contract or subcontract (or a part of it) is executed, i.e. when the goods, works or services (including studies) are 
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supplied, delivered or provided’. 

Costs incurred for parts of the study that are delivered prior to the submission of the application under the call are 

not eligible. 

5. APPLICATION FORMS 
 

 

5.1 In the Guide for Applicants, for Application Form Part D, the start and/or the end event of an activity 

are requested to be provided as essential monitoring milestones of the proposed Action. Does this mean 

that these one or two milestones are enough for one Activity, even if the duration of the Activity would be 

several years? If the Activity is divided in two or more sub-activities, should each of these include their 

respective milestone(s) (start and/or end event)? 

 

As mentioned on p.39 of the ‘Guide for Applicants’, related to ‘milestones’, each activity should have at least two 

milestones related to it (i.e. start and end date) and, if relevant, one or more corresponding intermediate 

milestone. Ideally, each activity would have at least one Milestone per Activity per year but  the applicant is free to 

propose more  depending on the complexity of each activity.  

In case the Activity is divided in two or more sub-activities, each of them should include at least two milestones 

(corresponding to the start and end of the sub-activity). 

 

 

 

5.2 As this call is limited to ‘study’ type activities, how should point 6 (action’s impact on surface water 

bodies) and Annex C-I (Natura2000) of Application form Part C be approached? Are those signatures 

needed ? 

These sections only need to be completed for studies with physical interventions, as these physical interventions 

might have environmental impact.  

 

6. SELECTION PROCESS 
 

 

6.1 Will the projects in the reserve list be prioritized ? 

Yes, they are prioritized in the order of their ranking based on the scores awarded. See section 10 of the call text. 

 

6.2 is it necessary to have already implemented projects in the field of TEN-T infrastructure in order to 

give prove of sufficient operational capacity ?  

In order to prove sufficient operational capacity, you are required to provide appropriate documents and 

information attesting to that capacity, such as:   

- description of the profile of the people primarily responsible for managing and implementing the operation 

(e.g. accompanied by curriculum vitae);  

- your organizations’ activity reports for at least the last year;   

- a list of previous Actions and activities performed in the field of TEN-T infrastructure Actions of the same kind;  

- an inventory of the technical equipment, tools or facilities and patents at the disposal of the applicant and 

relevant for the Action.  

Therefore, having already implemented projects in the field of TEN-T infrastructure is not  a requirement to prove  

the operational capacity, but one of the potential  means. In other words, an applicant who has not yet 

implemented such a project, is not necessarily excluded from the call. 

 

 

6.3 Will the reserve list be published, with ranking ?  

Yes, the publication of the results of this call will include the publication of the ranked reserve lists. 
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7. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
7.1 Considering that it is expected that the evaluation and decision making for this call will overlap in time 

with the submission period of the first call under CEF 2, how will applications be evaluated so that they 

are not supported twice? 

It may be possible to submit the same studies which have already been submitted under this call also under the 

first CEF 2 call. In the event that the initial proposal submitted under this call is selected for funding, then the 

same studies submitted under the CEF 2 call would be declared ineligible (based on the double funding criterion) 

and excluded from further CEF-funding. To be clear: if these studies are part of a wider project submitted under 

CEF 2, the rest of the Action would obviously not be excluded based on this double funding criterion. 


